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Director’s Message by Floyd Stevens 
WE ARE OPEN AGAIN!!!  And things look good.  It was an 
interesting time for my wife and me.  We came by often to see 
the progress (and lack thereof).  I am not a construction guy, 
and I know there are many things done that make no mark on 
the landscape that need to be done before other things 
happen.  I watched the mysterious work and enjoyed when I 
could see changes.  The last few weeks were hectic and we 
spent some long hours here.  Thanks to the construction guys, 
and the wiring guys, and the facilities guys—and to my wife, 
and Sister Jackson, Elder Call, AND an angel or two—it looks 
great.  We hope you will come by soon and see our new face. 

One of the best parts about being back is to see our 
friends we have come to love here in the Library.  The 
consensus is that everyone enjoyed the break, but everyone 
missed the work.  This Spirit of Elijah is a strong feeling, and 
we missed the experience of helping someone in their search 
to redeem their dead.  We worried before we came back to 
open the Library whether the phones would work, or the 
elevator would work, or if we would be able to find things we 
had recently put in new places—but the thrill of the work 
rushed in as we entered the building, and things are going 
well; very well, actually. 

Shortly before we closed for the remodel, we had a 
group of youth from a ward come by to look for family names.  
I found myself helping two young men.  The first young man is 
a convert to the Church.  We got him an account in 
FamilySearch.  We started entering names.  It didn’t take long.  
He has heard his father’s name.  He has met his mother.  He 
lives with his grandmother.  We printed off a pedigree chart 
with four names on it—and a hope that grandma can help him 
find more information.  No temple work to be done here yet.  
The other young man was graduating from high school and is 
waiting for his mission call.  He already had an account, and 
when he opened his tree to a fan chart, it was full—and it had 
surnames of many prominent Las Vegas families.  We were 
able to find a few ordinances that could be done.  He left with 
a Family Ordinance Request to do that work.  As I drove home 
that night, I couldn’t get those two young men out of my 
mind.  They were similar in some ways.  But they were so very, 
very different in other ways.  As I thought of those young men, 
I asked myself—which of those two does God love more?  The 
answer came to my mind as soon as the question did.  God 
loves them equally.   
Jeffrey Holland once said (Oct 2006 Ensign): 
“On this upward and sometimes hazardous journey, each of us 
meets our share of daily challenges. If we are not careful, as 
we peer through the narrow lens of self-interest, we may feel 
that life is bringing us more than our fair share of trials—that 
somehow others seem to be getting off more lightly. 
But the tests of life are tailored for our own best interests, and 
all will face the burdens best suited to their own mortal 

experience. In the end we will realize that God is merciful as 
well as just and that all the rules are fair. We can be reassured 
that our challenges will be the ones we needed, and 
conquering them will bring blessings we could have received in 
no other way.” 
We may find that our challenges in life are different than 
those of our children, or our forefathers who we are coming to 
know and love.  But the test is the same.  And the Judge of us 
all is the Father of us all.  I like that. 
 

Recent Library Upgrades 
               New Lift                                                         Remodeled Kitchen 

                                                                                 
 
 
 
                                                                                   Front Desk Area 

LVFSL Training August Classes  
The August class schedule will accompany emailed newsletters, can 
be obtained at the LVFS Library or be downloaded from our 
website: www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org/#!training-scheduel/cezb 
 

Mark Your Calendars 
 High Priest Group Leader Training     Wed  26 Aug 2015 

Las Vegas FamilySearch Library            7:00 p.m. 
 

 Family History Consultant Training   Thurs 27 Aug 2015 
Las Vegas FamilySearch Library            6:30 p.m. 
 

 Family History Consultant Training   Fri 28 Aug 2015 
Las Vegas FamilySearch Library            10:00 a.m. 
 

 Roots Tech 2016        3-6 Feb, 2016 
  

World Wide Indexing Event 
The Worldwide Indexing Event is now one week long! Join 
volunteers from around the world to help “Fuel the 
Find” August 7-14, 2015. You have one week to participate by 
indexing at least one batch in the language of your choice. If 
you are fluent in French, Italian, Portuguese, or Spanish-our 
focus languages for 2015-please help index records in one of 
those languages.  

http://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org/#!training-scheduel/cezb


Genealogy Insights by Gail Gibbs  

My 
grandfather 

took his 
bride to a 

homestead 
in Alberta, 
Canada in 
1909. But 

where did he take her? The prairie provided no wood to build 
a house although it did have a lot of sod. He took her to a sod 
house, called a “soddie” which he had built. I tried to imagine 
what that was like. It was inexpensive to build a soddie but 
difficult to maintain. If you could find a hill, that could provide 
one side of the house. The sod would be cut into slabs about 2 
foot long by one foot wide and 6 inches thick and would be 
stacked grass-side down to form walls. The roof would be 
made of boards covered with sod. If the sod was placed grass-
side up the roof would not erode as quickly. If the sod was 
placed grass-side down, dirt and mud dripping from the ceiling 
would be less of a problem. Later versions of the soddie used a 
conventional roof or tar paper under the sod. Because of the 
weight of the sod, particularly after a rain, a center post was 
needed to help support the roof. For windows, the “glass” was 
made of paper soaked in lard to allow some light in. The 
packed dirt floors would have to be watered down regularly. 
Beds would have to be placed on boards in order to prevent 
the legs from sinking into the dirt floor. Springtime brought 
the task of re-roofing the house with a new sod. Without 
constant work, one's house was apt to erode away in the rain 
very quickly. It has been estimated that in the United States 
and Canada during the period 1903-1913 there were some 
1,000,000 sod buildings in use. I wonder what grandma 
thought about this new “house”. Or did they live in a tent and 
did she help him build it? Oh, the questions I wish I had asked 
them. Now is the time to ask the questions, or just to get them 
talking, about the old times. 

 

Helpful Websites from Sandy Jackson 
15 Free Sites for African-American Genealogy 
Explore your African American family history and heritage 
through this collection of free databases, resources and family 
trees for African-American genealogy. 
http://genealogy.about.com/od/african_american/tp/best_sites.htm  
 

Indexing Info from Tom Jackson 

Another month has passed and we are back into our favorite 
home, the library.  I certainly was impressed not only with the 
changes that were made but with the fidelity of our fearless 
leaders, the Stevens.  I know for a fact they spent countless 
hours at the library making sure what we wanted was done 
and done correctly.  They are a great blessing to us and we all 
should acknowledge their priceless contributions.  I am in 
charge of indexing and have been asked a couple of questions 
about the roll out of the new indexing program.  In short, yes 
we will be able to access the indexing via the internet 
directly.  We will be asked to lengthen our strides and learn 
how to index foreign languages, especially Italian and 

Spanish.  And yes we will be given a blueprint that will enable 
us to complete batches that are in a foreign language.  To that 
end I must say to all those who are currently indexing 
Italian.  Please, please do not stop.  Continue the great work 
you have started.  We are falling behind on the numbers we 
need to achieve to complete the records the Italian 
government has given us access to in a timely manner.  If you 
are in doubt on what to do, Brother Gary Gibson or myself can 
and would love to help you all we can.  To those who speak 
another language, whatever it might be, please consider 
indexing in that language.  There are now more foreign 
language speakers in the world than there are English.  Yes we 
are in a minority.  What a wonderful situation.  We have been 
so successful in indexing the English language we are running 
out of things to index.  The church is asking us to expand our 
efforts to include Spanish and Italian for the time being.   I am 
sure more will follow as the records become available.  I am 
supposed to be getting a set of instructions for indexing 
Spanish records soon.  I already have as does Brother Gibson, 
a set of instructions for indexing Italian.  We are also available 
to help with one-on-one instructions.  I promise you it will be 
worth it, it will be worth it.  Love you all.  May the Lord Bless 
and Keep you 

 

Recent Death Date Missing in Family Tree? 
Have you recently had a relative die who was a member of The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints?  You know that the 
ward clerk entered the information into the membership 
record, but the death date doesn’t appear in Family Tree!  
What’s going on?  Last year the information for another 
deceased relative was displayed in Family Tree immediately.   

The problem is that there is a back log, with the 
introduction of Private Spaces and the time for death date to 
appear is taking up to 3 months or longer. The migration to 
Private Spaces began in August 2014.  Also, the ID number of a 
living person in Family Tree is computer generated and is not 
their LDS membership ID. Once the membership record 
appears, the record with the generated PID needs to be 
merged with the record now associated with the LDS 
membership ID.  When that is done, the death date will 
display and the ordinances will show, while now ordinances 
are kept hidden for Rights of Privacy. 

The solution:  Open a help request in Family Tree and 
provide the following information: • Deceased member's full 
name. • Birth date and birthplace. • Death date and death 
place. • Full names of parents and spouse (or spouses). • Your 
Family Tree Helper Information (your Username and your 
Helper Number). • A scanned supporting documentation for 
the death date (death certificate, obituary, funeral program, 
or official death index).  When received by FamilySearch, the 
death date can be added by them.  For more information read 
the help article in FamilySearch on Private Spaces.     
https://familysearch.org/ask/salesforce/viewArticle?urlname=
Understanding-Private-Spaces&lang=en   
 

See What Happened at BYU Family History Conf 
http://www.ancestryinsider.org/ 

https://thesingleleaf.wordpress.com/ 

http://genealogy.about.com/od/african_american/tp/best_sites.htm
https://familysearch.org/ask/salesforce/viewArticle?urlname=Understanding-Private-Spaces&lang=en
https://familysearch.org/ask/salesforce/viewArticle?urlname=Understanding-Private-Spaces&lang=en
http://www.ancestryinsider.org/
https://thesingleleaf.wordpress.com/

