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Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 

        509 S 9th St Las Vegas   702.382.9695 

Director’s Message by R. Wayne Stoker 

It’s a Wonderful Staff! 

As I reflect upon the many changes that have taken place at 
the Las Vegas FamilySearch Library over the year and one 
half that I have served as director of the library, I’m led to 
paraphrase the well-known Jimmy Stewart film and say, 
“It’s a wonderful staff”! 

I am amazed at the speed with which the Church is 
transitioning from new.FamilySearch to FamilySearch 
Family Tree, and the decision to release the new program 
for use piece-meal as it has been developed.  This means 
our staff has had to adjust, almost weekly, to new features 
and procedures, a process that has, at times, been both 
frustrating and discouraging.  The staff has taken the 
challenge to wade through the changes without complaint, 
and they have been great at assisting the patrons as they 
too have adapted to the changes.  Now that we are nearing 
the end of that particular journey, we are able to see 
clearly the efficiency of the new program, and the many 
new features that will help members meet their divinely 
appointed responsibility with respect to their Family 
History.  The patience exhibited by our staff through this 
entire process has been remarkable. 

At the same time, the staff has taken upon themselves the 
physical rearrangement of the library which has, at times, 
been very strenuous, and they have patiently endured the 
transition to new equipment.  As we have upgraded our 
computers, printers and scanners, etc., we have needed 
personnel capable of handling the technical aspects of the 
new equipment and processes.  This challenge has been 
met by either existing staff stepping up to the plate to 
assist, or almost miraculously, by new staff coming on 
board with exactly the experience and talent needed. 

Many of the staff have become quite proficient as 
instructors and teachers, and we have expanded the 
number of classes included in the monthly schedule to over 
forty per month.  Others have been busy coordinating our 
services to the various Stakes, Wards and community 
organizations throughout the valley. 

The staff was recently expanded to handle a new book 
scanning operation in a very successful way.  In just a 
matter of a few months, we have become one of the more 
efficient and prolific, of the book scanning centers currently 
operating in the FamilySearch system. 

While this has been going on, others on the staff have 
indexed hundreds of thousands of records which will bless 
others as they research their Family History. 

All of this work is being handled each week by about one 
hundred volunteers and missionaries, all giving freely of 
their time on a volunteer basis.  The staff is greatly 
appreciated.  The workers have made the Library the 
success that it has become.  Your efforts are also 
acknowledged by the patrons that visit the library.  Thank 
you all for your effort! 
 

In Memorium:  Earl C. Brunner Jr. 
Earl Brunner, who served as Director of the Las Vegas 
Family History Center from 1981 to 1995, passed away in 
Saratoga Springs, Utah on March 27, 2013.  He was 88 
years old.  The Family History Center, now the Las Vegas 
FamilySearch Library, expanded into its current location, 
installed the first computer system, introduced the initial 
version of FamilySearch, and introduced the Temple 
Ready System, under Earl Brunner’s leadership.   In his 
professional career Earl was an educator serving as both 
teacher and principal in the Clark County Nevada School 
District.  He is survived by his wife Laurine and four of his 
six children. 
 

Mark Your Calendars 

 
 

 Salt Lake City Family History Retreat   8-12 Apr 2013 
 https://www.familyhistoryexpos.com/viewevent/index/61 
 

 National Genealogical Society  
2013 Family History Conference        8-11 May 2013 
 

 BYU FH Conference         30 Jul-2 Aug 2013 
http://ce.byu.edu/cw/cwgen/ 
 

 LV FamilySearch Library Closed                   4 Jul 2013 
 

 LV FamilySearch Library Closed                 2 Sep 2013 
 

 Sandstone Stake Jamboree                 28 Sep 2013 
 

 

LVFSL Training 

Las Vegas FamilySearch Library April Classes 

https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Las_Vegas_Nevada_FH
C/Class_Schedule 

https://www.familyhistoryexpos.com/viewevent/index/61
http://ce.byu.edu/cw/cwgen/
https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Las_Vegas_Nevada_FHC/Class_Schedule
https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Las_Vegas_Nevada_FHC/Class_Schedule


Found at the Library by Vickie A. Bloxham 

Special Collection Treasure 
The Las Vegas FamilySearch Library Special Collection (any 
book that is 100 years or older) contains materials 
contributed by Sister Pauleen C. Foutz, who made several 
trips (self-motivated, self-financed) to England and bought 
multiple sets of genealogical books (more than 400 books) 
from booksellers throughout England.  Sister Linda Isom 
reported, “When FamilySearch administrators came to the 
Las Vegas FamilySearch Library, to consider making it a 
region scanning center, they were overwhelmed with the 
materials contained therein and the facilities themselves.” 
This collection continues to grow; currently housing 
approximately 1500-2000 books, which are being digitized 
as rapidly as possible.  These books are unique to Las Vegas 
FamilySearch Library, not being found elsewhere in the 
Church Family History Library system. 
Collection examples include: 

 A book purchased in 1963 at 37 Friargate Preston, 
Lancashire, England, published by Balewood and 
Sons in 1867. 

 “Old Church and School Libraries of Lancashire”, 
printed 1885. 

 1842 Bible in old German containing the Apocrpha 

 A book about the Spanish Armada published in 
1641 in Spanish owned by Randy Hill and being 
digitized as part of the collection 

 “History of the Commoners of Great Britain and 
Ireland” Vol. 1 by John Burke, Esquire published 
1836. 

Consider taking a tour of the Special Collection.  Be sure to 
bring your personal identification and sign in for the 
privilege of hefting these treasures.  You’re in for a pleasant 
surprise! 

 

Who’s Who at LVFSL by Gayle Radke 
 

Meet the Jacksons, Tom 
and Sandy.  Sandy has 
been at the Library for 7 
years and Tom for 3+ 
years.  Sandy first 
visited the Library as a 
Ward Family History 
Consultant seeking 

guidance and information.  She is very computer savvy 
and is a significant resource for the Library and its 
patrons.  She and Tom were called as Service 
Missionaries almost 3 years ago. Sandy is an Assistant 
Director and Financial Manager, first serving with 
Brother Meyer and now with Brother Stoker.  She also 
maintains the Library Web page.  Tom assists in book 
cataloging and is a book expert.  He teaches indexing and 

arbitration classes and also assists in auditing and 
scanning books.  He repairs and binds the Library’s 
books.  He’d like us to know that he is punctual and has 
moved all the books in the Library about 4 times and 
expects to continue to do so.  Tom and Sandy are 
diligent, hard-working, and generous with their skills, 
time, and information.  If you are fortunate enough to be 
helped by one of them, you can be confident that you 
will find what you are looking for. 
 

Helpful Websites from Sandy Jackson 

African American Research:  Check the FamilySearch 
Wiki page for African American Research at 
https://www.familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/African_A
merican_Research  for great tips and links to websites 
that may help.   
Cyndyslist.com has a webpage dedicated to how to do 
African-American research at 
http://www.cyndislist.com/african-american/how-to/  

 

What’s New at LVFSL 
 

 

New artwork on the library walls 
 

 

 

Blue carpet to match the blue chair 
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