
 

 

 
Family History Happenings 

Directors’ Message by  Castle and Lee Nishimoto   
 

A very Happy New Year to you all! We hope you had 
a wonderful Christmas with family, friends, and 
neighbors, and experienced the opportunity to share 
your family histories.  We look forward to another 
exciting year to assist you in discovering ancestors.  
We invite you to visit us and learn of research tools, 
techniques, website use, DNA instruction, military 
records, etc. from our workers who have the exper-
tise and conduct instruction in these areas.  Please 
visit our website at lvfamilysearchlibrary.org to ac-
cess our monthly class schedule for these classes. 

This past year was an exceptional year in terms of 
organizing Church family history efforts with the call-
ing and initial training of Temple and Family History  
Consultants at the ward, stake, and area levels.  Of 
course the key to the effectiveness of consultants is 
training which began in earnest in July 2017.  We are 
excited about our area consultants who have tire-
lessly worked with stake leaders and consultants.  
Training of consultants takes place through the con-
sultant network with this Library providing assistance 
upon request.  Currently, we are conducting tech-
nical training for ward consultants per request from 
our area consultants.  Please see our monthly class 
schedule at lvfamilysearchlibrary.org for class dates 
and times. 

We were privileged to have Elder Bradley D. Foster, 
General Authority Seventy and Executive Director of 
the Family History Department, as our guest speaker 
at our Christmas Devotional on December 16, 2017.  
Invited were stake presidencies, high councilors over 
temple and family history, and stake consultants to-
gether with their spouses.  He had taken time out of 
his vacation to be with us.  Topics presented included 
counsel from our Church leaders; importance of the 
family unit; uniting family, both living and deceased,  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

through family histo-
ry; relying on inspiration to discover our ancestors in 
spite of difficulties; blessings which come through 
family history work; and the involvement of youth.  
He opened the meeting to questions and took notes 
of questions 
needed to be 
addressed by 
church author-
ities.  He was 
extremely per-
sonable, taking 
time after his 
presentation 
to visit one-on-
one with those 
who desired to 
do so.  What 
an opportunity 
to have re-
ceived coun-
sel, guidance, 
and direction from the Department Director.   
 
 

We bid farewell to Sister Miranda Thomas, a Youth 
Church Service Missionary.  Thank you very much for 
your service to the Library!  Welcome back to Mar 
Jean Olafson, our snowbird from the Panguitch, UT, 
area.  Our Scanning Section is once again hard at 
work.  Due to past performance as described in pre-
vious newsletters, the section received recognition 
from the Family History Department as being the 
best unit of its kind in the Church.  Congratulations! 

Mark Your Calendars 
Jan 20, 2018 

10:00 am Sat 

Paseo Verde Library Conf Room 280 S Green Vallyey Pkwy 

Finding the Story in Family History—Michael K Bennion 

Jan 25, 2018 

6:30 p.m. Thurs  

Family History Consultant Training 

Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 

Jan 26, 2018 

10:00 a.m. Fri 

Family History Consultant Training 

Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 

Feb 28-Mar3, 2018 RootsTech 2018 Salt Palace Convention Cntr, Salt Lake City, UT 
http://rootstech.org 

May 2-5, 2018 
Grand Rapids, MI 

Nation Genealogical Society      NGS Family History Conference 
http://conference.ngsgenealogy.org  

Aug 22-25, 2018 
Fort Wayne, IN 

Federation of Genealogical Societies(FGS) National Conference 
https://fgs.org/cpage.php?pt=43 

 
 

LVFSL Training January Classes  
 
 
 

The LVFSL class schedule will accompany emailed news-
letters, can be obtained at the LVFS Library or be download-
ed from our website:  http://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org 

 
509 S 9th St Las Vegas   702.382.9695 
Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 
Hours:  9 – 5 M, F     9 – 9 T, W, Th    9—3 Sa      

Connie Price, Editor   

 

connieprice702@gmail.com 

January 2018 LVFSL 
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Finding Family by Linda Coble  
 

BIG Surprises in the Family Tree 
 

As we go back through our family tree and out onto the 
branches of the collateral lines, we may find some BIG 
surprises.   One of the genealogy projects I’ve been work-
ing on involves being related to all four of the co-
founders of the Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion.   By using the Find My Relationship link on Family 
Search, it shows me that on the fourth co-founder, I am 
actually related to her husband, Mansfield Tracy Wal-
worth (D2DB-N33).   Ellen Hardin (K2TX-WDG) was a vic-
tim of domestic violence and their oldest son shot and 
killed his father.   As a former legal secretary for prosecu-
tors, I have han-
dled hundreds of 
domestic vio-
lence court files 
which is what 
makes this such a 
fascinating part 
of my own family 
history.   The 
book that tells of 
the scandal in 
this prestigious 
family is The Fall 
of the House of 
Walworth:   A 
Tale of Madness 
and Murder in 
Gilded Age Amer-
ica by Geoffrey 
O’Brien.  

What’s New from FamilySearch Blog  

When you are signed into your FamilySearch account and you are searching for historical records, FamilySearch identifies which 
records in the search results are 
already attached to a person in 
the tree.   If there is an icon, the 
record is attached. If there is no 
icon, the record is not attached.  
If you are not signed in to your 
FamilySearch account, Fami-
lySearch will encourage you to 
log in to see attached records 
of your ancestors.  

Research Helps by Lee Nishimoto 

 

A new year begins.  What should be the hint to start this 
year?  One word comes to mind--“History”.  In research 
we consider names, dates, and places, but often we for-
get all these involve history.  Studying the history of the 
time period in the place where your ancestors were may 
bring to light new clues for research, may bring new un-
derstanding of your ancestors lifestyle and circum-
stance. Sometimes we find the history and evolution of 
a surname or the world events that impacted or influ-
enced family decisions. 

During this break from the library I decided to look into 
a family line in the late 1600s in Salem, New Jersey.  De-
scendants in Pennsylvania had been Quakers.  In the 
history of Salem County, the earliest settlement was 
known as the Fenwick Colony and New Jersey was then 
East Jersey and West Jersey.  The Royal Proprietor 
(landowner) of West Jersey divided it into ten sections 
(tenths).  John Fenwick a wealthy Quaker purchased one 
of these tenths and encouraged the Quakers in England 
to buy land from him and come to Salem.  The Quaker 
records of Salem Meetings were very helpful in docu-
menting some of the events in the family, but there 
were still many questions.  Was there more information 
about the Fenwick Colony?  In searching I found a dig-
itized book of “The Fenwick Colony”.  The first twenty or 
so pages detail the development of the colony and John 
Fenwick, but nearly 400 pages are sections on the fami-
lies of that colony. One of the sections was the family 
that I was researching.  There were fifteen pages of de-
tails, answering most of the questions that I still had and 
adding marriages, children and grandchildren to this 
line.  The internet and digitized materials open many 
doors to the histories of your families not previously 
available.  Use them.  Good Hunting. 


