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Director’s Message by Floyd Stevens 
 

Feet Planted On Earth and In Heaven 
During the weeks of the closing of the Library, my wife and I 
have been down there several times to watch the progress.  
It has been most interesting to see.  We have seen things 
demolished, and things built.  Yesterday, we saw the “lift” 
being installed.  This week the internet cables will be 
completed.  Soon the work will start on the kitchen.  Things 
are looking good.  There is a lot of dust, cables, ducts, and 
other signs of progress scattered all over.  It will be fun to 
see it come together, and I know I will be a part of that.  I 
very much look forward to seeing our workers again, as 
well as our patrons.  If you are receiving this and have not 
been to the Library in some time, I invite you to come and 
see our new set up and see what we can offer you in terms 
of training and encouragement. 
 

Sister Stevens and I watched a most interesting video 
yesterday.   This was a video of a fireside given by Elder 
Andersen a few weeks ago to Family History workers at 
Church Headquarters.  Elder Andersen gave a great 
message, spiritual and powerful.  He quoted scripture, gave 
promises, and related experiences with President Hinckley.  
It was not like a general conference talk—he spoke off the 
cuff, and was very warm and personal. He spoke about 
Wilford Woodruff, and told of his influence on Temple work 
as we know it.  He described President Woodruff as a man 
with one foot planted in Heaven and the other planted on 
earth.  I have thought much about that today.  I believe 
that God would have all of us mortals be that way.  We 
certainly belong to this earth, and that is the phase of life 
we are in.  But we do so much better in that phase if we can 
learn about our roots, and work on behalf of our kindred 
dead.  And we all know that there are those from the other 
side of the veil who have a foot planted here, and work to 
assist us as we search for our deceased ancestors. I just 
spent some time today reminiscing with my sister about 
our humble home in Phoenix—no air conditioning, no 
dishwasher, no dryer.   Also no cell phones, cable TV, or 
other technical distractions.  We talked about Dad and 
Mom.  We shared words of love for them and for each 
other.  Our love for family is very deep, and reaches into 
another world.  I have felt my father’s presence several 
times since his death.  His love for family is very strong, and 
reaches into this world.  We all have feet planted here and 
there.  There and here.  Someday “There” will be “Here” 
and “Here” will be “There” and we can live together 
forever.  How great is that?  Pretty great. We look forward 
to being back in the Library soon.  Come join us there.   

Bless you all as you draw near to those you love, and as 
they reach out to you. 
 

Recent Library Upgrades 
 

Here’s a little sneak preview of some of the changes as they are 
being made to upgrade the library.  This is the lift going in. 

 

 
LVFSL Training July Classes  

Classes will resume July 20.  The class schedule will accompany 
emailed newsletters, can be obtained at the LVFS Library or be 
downloaded from our website:  
http://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org 
 

Mark Your Calendars 
 

 Las Vegas FamilySearch Library opens    20 July, 2015 
 BYU Conf. on F H and Genealogy   28-31 July, 2015 

http://ce.byu.edu/cw/cwgen/ 
 Roots Tech 2016        3-6 Feb, 2016 
 

Genealogy Insights by Gail Gibbs  
 

Just finished reading a book of fiction written in 1913 by my 
husband's great grandfather. I never read fiction. The 
book's title is Kawich's Gold Mine and Josiah F. Gibbs, the 
author, called it “an exposé of the evils of polygamy which 
could only be told in a work of fiction.” Within the pages of 
this book is a photo of a woman named Dora. This 
immediately caught my eye, since we have the exact photo, 
without a name, which has been passed down to us. Within 
the storyline of the book, it is clear that the woman in the 

http://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org/
http://ce.byu.edu/cw/cwgen/


photo was the sister of the author. 
It tells us that she was the second 
wife of her sister's husband and 
that she died in childbirth. That was 
so tragic and a new part of her 
story that I didn't know.  It made 
me wonder what else was true in 
his book of fiction. There was 
another reference to a team of 
runaway horses and a daring 
rescue. This incident I knew from a 

pioneer wagon master’s report of their trek. In this case, it 
was Josiah, age 11 and his sister.  They were rescued by 
the wagon master who was able to get the horses stopped 
before crashing over a ravine. The story tells of looking for 
a gold mine. In real life, the author did find a gold mine. He 
made a map of where to find it and mailed it to his brother 
in Los Angeles who thought it a joke and tore it up, hence 
we have stories of the lost Gibbs gold mine. The book told 
of the evils of polygamy and Josiah had first-hand 
experience with that, marrying first wife in 1870 and 
second in 1880. Both wives later divorced him and each re-
married. He raised the children from the second marriage. 
Even though all of my reading is usually non-fiction, I'm 
glad I read his book. I'm thankful to those who write their 
stories for it gives us a glimpse into their lives. 
 

Helpful Websites from Sandy Jackson 
 

The USGenWeb Project 
The usgenweb.net is a project of volunteers working 
together to provide free genealogy websites for 
genealogical research in every county and state of the 
United States.  This website provides links to all the state 
genealogy websites which, in turn, provide gateways to the 
counties.   Since it is all organized by volunteers, each 
county website varies according to time and ability of the 
individual overseeing that particular site.  Links to historical 
societies/libraries, databases such as marriages, births, 
deaths etc. will vary by state, county and availability. 
 

Indexing Info from Tom Jackson 
 

Change, change, change is everywhere.  It seems we just 
get used to one way of doing things and then we are asked 
to change, without warning, the way we do 
things.  Whether it is a library closing for renovations or an 
email telling us we will no longer be arbitrating Obituaries; 
change is a normal part of our lives.  While it is not always 
fun or even what we think is necessary; it is all part of a 
grand design we are privileged to be a part of.  So . . . 
having said all that I must confess I was more than a little 
unhappy to discover I would not be able to use obituary 
arbitrating as a means of achieving my goals for the year in 
indexing.  I had committed to 100,000 names 
arbitrated.  Losing the numbers generated by the obituaries 
put a serious cramp in my efforts to make the goal.  After 

consoling myself for a few days I realized I would have to 
find another way to get to the numbers I expected of 
myself.  It has been difficult and I have had to spend quite a 
bit more of my time at the computer but I will make it.  
Perhaps that is what I want to convey this month.  Goals 
are wonderful.  They are not the end.  They are a means to 
an end, nothing more.  Sandy likes to quote a short thought 
she keeps pinned above her desk whenever I get down.  I 
do not know who penned it but I do love it.   "Everything 
will be okay in the end.  If it’s not okay, it’s not the end."  
Change is wonderful.  I am looking forward to seeing the 
new library with its upgrades and, I must confess I am 
looking forward to having the lift to help me in my travels 
up and down.  I do want to mention my mentor, Linda Isom 
who is undergoing hip surgery and the rehabilitation that 
goes with it.  She is the reason I am in the librarian part of 
the library.  I love her dearly, with Sandy's permission of 
course, and pray for her speedy recovery. Also I will miss 
the Haubrichs. I will especially miss the wonderful 
confections Sister Haubrich creates.  I have rambled on a 
bit but then I always do.  Love you all.  May the Lord bless 
and be with you.  One final thought:  when indexing or 
teaching indexing it is absolutely imperative to teach and to 
show by example the need to follow the directions which 
necessitates reading them over and over again until we 
understand.  Most of the arbitration I do results from 
indexers assuming they know what the instructions for a 
batch are.  They do change from project to project.  Please, 
please?  READ THE DIRECTIONS.  

 

Getting to Know You   by Connie Price 
Sister June Clapham has worked at 
the Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 
for six years.  She says, “I have had a 
great time serving at the Family 
History Library.  I remember in 2009 
when I first started working here, I 
was so nervous.  But Christie Haynes 
said I would learn a lot.  As time 
went on and I began to feel better, I 
began to be of service.  Sandy 
Jackson told me that if I didn’t try to help others at the 
library that I wouldn’t learn and I wouldn’t ever be able to 
help them.  That has turned out to be very true.  As I have 
worked, I have gained more knowledge and ability and 
have also grown spiritually.  I love the library and hope to 
continue learning.  In September 2010, I requested to 
change from being a volunteer to serving a mission for The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints at the library.  
This has been a wonderful experience for me and also my 
family.  I have a great family and I love them all.  The Lord 
has given me four sons; four really good sons.  I am so 
thankful for my family and for the Gospel.  I hope I can 
serve here at the library for as long as the Lord wants me 
to.  I have met the best people at the Las Vegas 
FamilySearch Library.” 

http://usgenweb.net/

