
 

Directors’ Message by  Ken and Charlotte Openshaw 
 

GROUPS 
The YW President shouted out, “Who had an ancestor who 
came from Mexico?” and then threw a piece of candy to each of 
the young women who raised their 
hand.  Immediately she went on to 
the next questions in the youth 
group’s Ancestor Scavenger Hunt.  
All of the youth were included and 
learned something about their an-
cestors as well as prepared for their 
upcoming temple trip.  It was a fun 
ending to a productive learning expe-
rience at the Library. 
 

Yes!  We love having groups at the 
Library! 
 

In the last sixty days we have had 
groups as small as three and as large 
as 37.  They included groups of only 
young women, only young men, 
mixed genders and mixed ages.  We 
confirmed that having both youth 
and adults together works and when 
they consist of family members, it 
strengthens family bonds.  
 

We had our first group of primary 
children ages 8 to 11.  It was ex-
tremely helpful for the Branch Prima-
ry President because getting ac-
counts for children under 13 years of 
age is different than for all others and having knowledgeable 
one-on-one assistance with the children quickly resolved any 
questions and helped them experience success.  
 

Each group had its own agenda.  We helped some get accounts 
and begin organizing their family history.  We trained others so 
they felt more comfortable in their responsibilities as Consult-
ants and Leaders over Family History.  We supported two 
groups doing service by Indexing records.  We also assisted 
groups in their preparation for Temple trips and family reun-
ions.  But, most importantly, we gave our patrons a fun expo-
sure to seeking out and getting to know their ancestors. 
 

What is required to bring your group to the Library? Just a sim-
ple telephone call to the Library: 702-382-9695.  You will be 
attended to by one of our friendly Consultants who will reserve 
a date and time and get you all set up for a wonderful experi-
ence. 
 

The FamilySearch Library makes group involvement easy.  We 

provide the room, the com-
puters and the knowledgea-
ble assistance needed to accomplish your goal.  All you do is 
show up at the time that is most convenient for you. 
 

Try it!  You’ll like it! 
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GENERAL OPEN HOUSE  
Phase I of our FamilySearch Library 
renovations will be completed by 
year’s end.  Mark your calendars to 
make sure you take time to visit the 
Library with your whole family as 
well as friends and neighbors. No 
reservation needed.  All Family His-
tory patrons are welcome, all ages, 
beginners as well as the very experi-
enced.   You will be impressed with 
the wonderful resources available to 
help with your Family History.   
 

LEADERSHIP OPEN HOUSE 
Stake and Ward Councils are invited 
to a special tour on January 18th 
and 25th. Tour times are reserved 
through your Stake President.  

Mark Your Calendars 
Dec 14, 2019 
Thru Jan 5, 2020 

Holiday Closing—The Las Vegas FamilySearch Library  
will be closed during the Christmas and New Year  
Holiday. 

Feb 26-29, 2020 
Salt Lake City, UT 

RootsTech 2020 —Salt Palace Convention Center,  
http://rootstech.org 

May 20-23, 2020 
Salt Lake City, UT 

Echoes of Our Ancestors—Family History Conference 
https://2b2b1u1oad04904yo1jc1ri1-wpengine.netdna-
ssl.com 
National Genealogical Society   http://agenealogy.org 

July 2020 
Provo, UT 

Conference on Family History & Genealogy 
BYU Conference Center    
https://familyhistory.ce.byu.edu/  

LVFSL Training—December Classes—The LVFSL 
class schedule will accompany emailed newsletters and can be 
obtained at the LVFS Library or by downloading it from our web-
site:  http://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org 



Research Helps 

DIRECTORIES by Lee Nishimoto 
Directories can be a very useful genealogical source.  Most 
city directories were published in the late 1800’s and 
throughout the 1900’s. The information in directories varied.  
Always check the forward pages for the abbreviations used.  
Each publisher had their own system of abbreviations and 
symbols. Many cities published a directory every year.  
Names, addresses, and occupations were the main details in 
directories but additional information varied.  The spouse, 
number of acres, number of children, horses, cattle etc. 
might be found in some directories.  They are a great aid 
between censuses, especially with the loss of the 1890 cen-
sus.   

Use the FamilySearch catalog for the city or county of inter-
est and click on the topic “DIRECTORIES”.  In Ancestry, use 
the pull down list under “Search” and click “Card Catalog”.  
In the Card Catalog, in “Title” type in the state and in Key-
word, type in “Directory”. 

Some directories were published in the early 1800’s and 
may be more helpful than a census. 

The following directory gives: Name/fr=from state/
occupation/r=rent/street address.  In this portion of the 
directory most are “from” Ohio, Indiana and Illinois.   

Witchita, Kansas  Directory 1887 

Cox, Albert, fr O, lab, r 138 Indiana 
Cox, Miss Clara, fr Ind, student, daughter of W. J. Cox 
Cox, David, fr Ind, house mover, r 247 n Washington 
Cox, F. E., fr Ill, carp, bds 340 Exposition, w s  

Cox, Dr. G. W., fr Ill, phys, r 401 n Water 
Cox, Geo W., fr Ind, student, r 852 e Oak 
Cox, Miss Hattie, student, daughter W. J. Cox 
Cox, John, fr Paola, hod carrier, r 538 n Water 
Cox, J. C., fr O, lab, r 138 Indiana 
Cox, Jas H., fr Mo, col'd, porter Occidental, rms hotel 
Cox, John D., fr O, teamster, r 839 Cherry 
Cox, L., fr Ill, (Taylor & Cox), bds 622 w Douglas, w s  
Cox, L. M., fr Ind, (Hutchings Cox & Co), r 529 n Waco 
Cox, M., fr Ind, (Cox & Williams), r 304 n Main 
Cox, N. E., fr Ind, student, r 852 e Oak  

Watch for directories in your research.  They may be more 
useful in your research than you think.  Good Hunting! 

DIG A LITTLE DEEPER by Linda Coble 
In 2016 I was doing family research on the computer when I 
saw on a tab at the top of the screen that I had a new mes-
sage on Facebook.  Three views of a hand drawn family tree 
had just been posted on a Pulaski County Kentucky Face-
book group.  The tree had been found in a closet by the son 
of the new owners of the house, which incidentally used to 
be owned by one of my father’s first cousins.  They asked if 
anyone was a member of the McDaniel and Waddle families 
and they would be glad to send it to them.  I knew instantly 
that my mother had drawn that tree before I even saw her 
name as the artist.  I asked for the tree.  It was drawn in 
1976 when genealogy was still done without the aid of com-
puters. 

Back in 1976 I had little interest in family trees, but by 2016 I 
had been bitten by the genealogy bug and had done a lot of 
research and thought there was probably nothing much to 
be learned from this old tree.  I saw some familiar names 
and as I looked closer at the tiny lettering for some of my 
cousins, I saw my cousin Kathleen McDaniel.  There in really 
small print were the names of three husbands.  I had found 
only two in my research.  I reached out to one of her sons 
and asked him about the third husband.  His comment was 
brief: “That one was in the seventies and best forgotten.” 
 

Thank heaven I dug a little deeper. 


