
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

LVFSL 
Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 

        509 S 9th St Las Vegas   702.382.9695 

Director’s Message by Wayne Stoker 

Who is Using the Library?  

The twenty-two stakes in the greater Las Vegas valley 
currently fund and support the Las Vegas FamilySearch 
Library.  In October, members from every stake visited the 
library with at least one patron visit per week.  The three 
stakes with the greatest participation for the month were the 
Lone Mountain Stake with 60 patron visits, the Las Vegas Stake 
with 49 patron visits and the Green Valley Stake with 37 
patron visits.  Eighteen youth and other groups came to the 
library for family history activities during the month.  It is also 
interesting that over 150 patrons were community visitors. 
Those that are not members of the LDS Church usually account 
for 25% of our monthly visitors.  
We are very pleased to see the increasing utilization of our Las 
Vegas library.  If you have not visited recently we encourage 
you to come on down, and bring your family with you.  We 
believe you will like what you find here.  

New!  A Family Heritage Room 
The Las Vegas FamilySearch 
Library staff is excited to 
announce a new opportunity 
for family activities at the 
library.  We are currently 
redecorating and refurnishing 
the large and historic old 
Bishop's office for use by 

families as they work together to preserve their family 
history.  The room will be 
available to families on a 
reservation basis beginning 
January 2014.  
The room is decorated with 
artifacts, pictures and 
furnishings that will take you 
back to a family parlor 
setting.  Here, parents and 
children can sit around a computer with a consultant to find 
the names of ancestors for family temple ordinance trips.  
Perhaps your family activity will instead be centered on 
posting family photographs, stories and documents to your 
family tree. There will be help for you to get the photographs 
into the correct format for posting,  
There will also be help available managing printed or typed 
family stories, to convert them into the proper format to 
insert them into the family tree without the need to re-type 
them.  
A different and exciting activity can be capturing grandma or 
grandpa on video as they relate the stories you want your 
family to remember about them.  One week will be spent 

helping your family plan good leading interview questions and 
the next week you will participate in recording the oral 
history.  We expect that these videos can also be loaded into 
your family tree in the not too distant future.  We will keep a 
copy at the FamilySearch library as part of our oral history 
collection.  
We plan to have costumes available should families choose to 
have their children act out stories of family ancestors - to 
make the family history truly memorable for them.  
Use of the room would be appropriate for parents with their 
immediate family, or perhaps grandparents might like to meet 
there with their adult children and grandchildren.  A 
comfortable group would be from six to twelve individuals -
 perhaps a few more.  You should plan on leaving space for the 
consultant or consultants that will be assigned to work with 
you.  
We are currently obtaining the recording equipment, 
developing the training material and arranging practice 
sessions so we will be ready for your visit after the first of the 
year.  
We hope you will enjoy using the Family Heritage Room as 
much as we are enjoying preparing it for you. Call and reserve 
a time for your family.  

Indexing Info from Tom Jackson 

I would like to tell a short story about one of my favorite 

indexers.  She has asked me not to use her name so I will refer 

to her as "L".   

When the Italian indexing program came out she was one of 

the first to volunteer.  She came in and went through the 

initial presentation and let me know she wanted to participate 

but felt she could not handle the difficulty.  I assured her I 

would set up a program to help her and by going through the 

instructions I was able to distill the process into eight easy 

steps.  She was thrilled to have them and after a two and one 

half hour training session with me was on her way.  

About one month later another expert came down from Idaho 

and gave another presentation "L" attended.  By the end of 

that session she was in tears and informed me she was not 

doing it right and could not do it the way they presented 

it.  After some counseling and in going over the latest 

presentation I got her to try using the original eight steps. 

To date she has indexed almost eight thousand Italian names 

and asks me the sharpest questions. 

Why do I tell this story?  It is very simple.  This work is 

inspired.  Those who make the effort are rewarded to the 

extent they can do what is for them impossible things.  The 

key is to make the effort.  Am I saying we all should be doing 

Italian indexing?  Of course not!  But we should all be doing. 



Helpful Websites from Sandy Jackson 

WorldCat 
FamilySearch and the Online Computer Library Center (OCLC) have 

reached an agreement to list the holdings of the FamilySearch 

genealogy catalog in WorldCat, the OCLC's online search portal to 

1.5 billion books and other items in 10,000 repositories worldwide. 

Stories?   Just Ask by Pam Ramage  
Recently I was attempting to write a life history of my grandparents 
on my dad's side.  I had grown up across the street from them and 
they were part of my everyday life.  I thought that it would be 
relatively easy to compose a history, but I realized after starting it that 
I didn't know much (if anything) about their lives before I knew them.  
What had they been like in their younger years, what were their 
parents like?   I thought about all of the questions that I wished I had 
asked.  I decided to enlist some help from others in my family.  I 
asked my sisters if they had anything to share.  After a few attempts 
at obtaining some stories or other things from others, I felt that I 
would not be able to write anything that was personal about their 
early days because no own seemed to know anything to share with 
me.  
One day, I remembered that I had my cousin's e-mail address.  She 
was a cousin from that line.  I wondered if she had anything.  At first I 
dismissed it by saying that my uncle's family had always lived in 
Wyoming and certainly she wouldn't know more than I did because I 
was always so close to the grandparents. But, I decided to ask.  I 
composed a nice e-mail, asked for anything she felt she could share 
and then attached some scanned photos of my grandparents which I 
thought she would like.   She didn't answer right away and I 
became anxious thinking that she must not have anything.  Then one 
day there was an e-mail.  Yes, she enjoyed the photos I sent (and she 
didn't have them previously), yes, she did have a short history that 
Grandmother had written!!  “What?” I asked myself.  How could she 
have a history that no one else even knew existed? The answer:  She 
had asked Grandmother to write something for her because they 
lived in Wyoming!   A Young Women’s adviser had assigned them to 
learn more about their grandparents.  My cousin had written to 
Grandmother and asked for some information.  In response 
Grandmother had sent her not only a history about herself, but one 
about Grandpa and yet another one about her own father, our great 
grandfather.  The first thing we learn when starting our family history 
is to start with what we have.  I didn't know that these histories had 
even been written until I ASKED.  

Mark Your Calendars 
 LV FamilySearch Library Closed            25-30 Nov 2013 

 LV FamilySearch Library Closed            14-31 Dec 2013 

Who’s Who at the LVFSL by Scherry Lesanto 

William White, better known as Bill, is from Webster Groves, 
Missouri, an inner-ring suburb of St. Louis. A small city of 
about 23,000 now, but when Bill was young it was a lot 
smaller. A city named after a New England politician, Daniel 
Webster, but had Southern overtones. As any small places, 
everyone knew everyone, so the children knew they had a 
community watching over them. It was even harder for a 
young man of color, but Bill made it through. He was a Staff 
Sargent in the Security Services with the Air Force. He was a 

monitor of the radio around the time of the Russian U2 affair. 
After 5 years in USAF, he became an Air Traffic Controller for 3 
years in St. Louis and 12 years in Detroit, Michigan. Bill was out 
of town and trying to return home during the 1967 Detroit 
riots; one of the deadliest and most destructive riots in US 
history, lasting five days. It took him a long time to find a route 
and wiggle his way home safely. Bill attended Wayne State 
University, in Detroit, obtaining a bachelor and master 
degrees.  At first he didn’t use his degree in Library and 
Information Science, but worked as a financial planner for over 
15 years. Eventually, he arrived here in the Las Vegas Valley.  
Bill’s last remaining relative, an uncle in California, was the last 
of family to know any family history information. After his visit 
to California, Bill stumbled upon an article in the Las Vegas 
paper about our Library on 9th Street. So Aug 2007 he checked 
it out and has been here ever since. He is our resident 
consultant in African American Research.  He wants to be here 
because he loves to unlock minds and believes there is more 
than one way to learn and patience is a very important part of 
that learning. To me Bill White is 
described best by this motto by John 
Homer Miller: “Your living is 
determined not so much by what life 
brings to you as by the attitude you 
bring to life; not so much by what 
happens to you as by the way your 
mind looks at what happens.  
Circumstances and situations do color 
life but you have been given the mind 
to choose what the color shall be.”  
 

LVFSL Training 
Las Vegas FamilySearch Library November Classes 

https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Las_Vegas_Nevada_FHC/Class_Schedule 
 

Genealogy Insights by Gail Gibbs 

I was recently introduced to the acronym WIKI.  It stands for 
WHAT I KNOW IS.  The concept of WIKI is used to gather 
information from many people about a particular topic so that 
this information can be shared from a common page to benefit 
all. In FamilySearch, click on search and then WIKI and it takes you 
to all the research outlines and collaborated information that will 
help you find records and understand search options. This is NOT 
where you type in a name search but rather a subject or place 
search.    If you apply the WIKI concept to people, you can be a 
common page to benefit those you help and serve.  
I thought about WHAT I KNOW about the topic of family history 
and genealogy. WHAT I KNOW (about FamilySearch Family Tree 
or photos or stories or life sketches or sourcing or ordering 
microfilm or using maps, timelines or Google or Roots Magic, etc) 
IS going to help me serve our patrons. The more I learn through 
study and from others the more I can bless the lives of others and 
further my own family history work. I am grateful for what I have 
learned from my co-workers and through study.  We are all 
unique because of the different knowledge we each have.  You 
might say we are Walking WIKI's or WWW: Walking WIKI Workers 
here to help with a common cause. We all know much we can 

share.  

 

https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Las_Vegas_Nevada_FHC/Class_Schedule

