
 
 
 
 
 
 

Director’s Message by R. Wayne Stoker 

With this, our first issue for the year 2013, it seems 
appropriate to pause and review our expectations for the 
coming year.  Another way to say - let's take time to set 
some goals - Really good goals!  

Those perennial favorites, personal vows to eat less and to 
exercise more, resulting in tremendous weight loss and 
glowing personal fitness, are goals that will certainly come 
to the forefront again, and for some, may actually see 
fulfillment this year.  In my case, I hope it is so.   

May I suggest it might also be useful to individually set 
some goals in the Family History area.  These are goals 
that if achieved during the year, will not only bring great 
personal satisfaction, but more importantly they will bring 
blessings of shared love and family togetherness.    

Why not let this year be the year that you begin to write 
your personal history.  Not from the day you were born 
until the day before yesterday, but one or two small pieces 
of your life- easily digestible pieces.   For men it might be 
focused on your years in the military service, years in the 
mission field or an interesting job or position you held at 
work.  For women, perhaps taking time to describe what 
was happening in your life at the time each of the children 
were born.   Perhaps there were years when you were 
helping elderly parents that brought tender experiences 
and memories worth sharing with your family.   Elsewhere 
in this newsletter there is an announcement of a four-
week course in writing your life stories that will be given at 
our FamilySearch Library by the University of Nevada 
Extension Division. That might be a good way to start. 

Another worthy Family History goal would be to 
accumulate what you know of your family history into a 
family history program like - Roots Magic, PAF, Ancestral, 
Quest, or similar program.  It could include, in addition to 
the vital statistics of your family (birth dates, etc.), brief 
family stories, anecdotes and documents, including 
photographs of ancestors and events.  All of this can be 
coordinated with the information in FamilySearch Family 
Tree.   What a treasure to share with your children and 
other family members at the end of the year. 

At a minimum, set a goal of spending some time each 
week or month at the FamilySearch Library where 
missionaries and volunteers are waiting to help you be 
successful in your family history efforts.  We are looking 
forward to an exciting year at the Las Vegas FamilySearch 
Library and look forward to seeing you on a regular basis. 

 

Mark Your Calendars 

 Arizona FH Expo     18-19 Jan 2013 
http://www.familyhistoryexpos.com/viewevent.aspx?eid=59 
 

 St George FH Expo    22-23 Feb 2013 
http://www.familyhistoryexpos.com/viewevent.aspx?eid=60 
 

 Life Stories – Exploring Life through Autobiography 
You Don't Want to Miss This! 

A four-week course in writing your life stories will be 

presented at the Las Vegas FamilySearch Library from 

10:30 to noon on March 8, 15, 22 & 29.  The class 

will be taught by Jean Norman and Heidi Petermeier of 
the University of Nevada, under the auspices of the 
Cooperative Education Division.  There is no cost for the 
class, but participants are expected to attend all four 
sessions.  Additional information is available at the 
FamilySearch Library.  There is a limit to the class size, so 
call and reserve your place early with Wayne Stoker at 
(702)382-9695 OR Jean Norman at (702)940-5423.  If 
successful, as we expect it to be, we will schedule 
additional sessions in the future. 
 

 rootstech 2013   21-23 Mar 2013 
http://rootstech.org/ 
 

 BYU FH Conference      30 Jul-2 Aug 2013 
http://ce.byu.edu/cw/cwgen/ 
 

LVFSL Training 

Las Vegas FamilySearch Library January Classes 
https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Las_Vegas_Nev
ada_FHC/Class_Schedule 
 

Helpful Websites from Sandy Jackson 

 Did you miss the Sandstone Stake Family History 
Jamboree? Here is the website for the handouts: 
https://sites.google.com/site/sandstonestakefhj/ha
ndouts 

 

 A 15 minute video on tips for using FamilySearch.org  
http://broadcast.lds.org/elearning/FHD/Community
/en/FamilySearch/FamilySearch_Tips/Player.html 
 

 NOTE: check back with FamilySearch.org every few 
months since new records are added weekly. This 
tip works for all the growing online databases.  

 

 

Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 
LVFSL 
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What’s New at LVFSL by DeWayne McCormick 

The second book scanner arrived during the Christmas 
break.  It will handle larger books than the other 
scanner.   We have commenced scanning and the 
several books are complete with several more in 
process.  We must now move to the auditing function 
before submitting the finished book to Salt Lake for 
inclusion on-line. Several individuals have expressed 
interest in working in the scanning operation. If workers 
or patrons have interest in volunteering their service for 
this project they should leave their name with one of 
the Directors at the Library.  We hope in the future to 
offer scanning services to patrons for their personal 
family histories. 

FamilySearch Library Memorials 

Looking for a more permanent way to express 
condolences upon the death of friends and family?    

For many years the Library has accepted donations by 
patrons wishing to memorialize friends and family in a 
more permanent way than through sending traditional 
flowers. The Library has donation contribution 
envelopes available upon request.  An information form 
attached to the donation envelope assures that the 
grieving family will be properly notified, by letter, of the 
gift made in memory of their loved one.  The donor is 
identified to the family, but the amount is not disclosed 
unless directed by the donor.  The amount donated is 
acknowledged in a separate letter to the donor for their 
personal records and tax information.  For a supply of 
donation envelopes to keep on hand for appropriate 
occasions, please call the Library at 382-9695. 

Indexing Info by Tom Jackson  

Did you know that as indexers we are not to research 
either names or place-names for correct spellings? 
Outside sources are not to be used. Our only task is to 
type what we see on the digitized page, nothing more. 
Use the * and the ? to indicate letters or words you 
cannot make out. (See the Basic Indexing Guidelines) 

Research Techniques by Maureen Lake 

One thing I have learned recently is that my research 
goes smoother with some sort of plan.  To that end 
setting up a research objective, and a list of possible 
sources, in advance of actually starting on a day’s work 
has meant that research time is more focused and 
efficient.  Coupled with a research log, the results have 
been astounding.  I don’t have to limit myself to just 
one family, but the same principle applies.  Give it a try! 

Who’s Who at LVFSL by Gayle Radke 

Lee Nishimoto first came to 
work at the Las Vegas 
FamilySearch Library in 2006.  
However, she did not come as a 
novice.  She graduated from BYU 
with degrees in genealogy and 
psychology.  She has taught and 
developed programs in her area 
of expertise, an area she has 
been actively pursuing the last 

40 years.  Presently she does all the offsite 
presentations for the Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 
and is often a keynote speaker for other organizations.  
When asked, ‘What are the top three tips you would 
give a beginning genealogist,’ she said, 1. Write down all 
your information; 2.  Organize it in an orderly manner; 
and 3. Be sure to include all dates and places you have 
that are connected to your relatives.   These are really 
important when you start seeking for more information.  
We are certainly fortunate to have Lee Nishimoto at the 
Las Vegas FamilySearch Library.  She is our resident 
wizard and contributes greatly to its success. 
 

Tech Tips by Dayne Lake 

Digitizing our genealogy… 
A way to preserve our heritage 

Many of us have scanned family photos, and it becomes 
easier all the time.  We now have portable scanners 
that we can take to the homes of relatives to scan their 
photos as well. 

But have we considered scanning those old family 
histories that are on our bookcases or in our file 
cabinets?  We may have the only copy around and 
other family members would be very happy to have a 
copy. 

What about old movies?  How about old audio 
recordings; reel to reel tapes or cassettes?  Pictures are 
wonderful but when they move, or we can hear the 
voices of our ancestors, that is even more special. 

It is not difficult to digitize our family treasures, even if 
we choose to have someone else do it.  We even have 
audio editing software at the family history center that 
can make poor recordings much better. 

And just think about the space that you will save… 


