
 
 
 
 
 
 

Director’s Message by R. Wayne Stoker 

If it is Supposed to be Easy, Why Does it Sound So Hard?  
Something recently sparked your interest in family history! 
What was it? Was it viewing a TV show where they unravel 
mysteries and uncover secrets about celebrities' lives. 
Maybe one of your friends showed you a beautifully bound 
book containing stories about their relatives, and you 
would like to have something similar to share with your 
family. Perhaps you attended a meeting where a church 
leader reminded you of the importance of providing temple 
ordinances for your own family ancestors. Often the desire 
to become engaged in family history comes through 
nothing more than a life event that causes us to remember 
and ponder upon family members long gone, those to 
whom we still feel an attachment because of the legacy 
they left us, and for whom we have a longing to know 
more. 
Where do I start? How to I take advantage of all the prior 
work that my mother did years ago? I think she used a 
computer program called PAF - is that still useful? Last year 
I heard about newFamilySearch, but if that's so new, why 
did I just hear its being replaced by FamilySearch Family 
Tree? I've spent hours helping our ward do indexing, but 
how does that help me in my research? How can I get on-
line access to all of the genealogical records the LDS Church 
has in its collection, and why do some of my friends use 
something called Ancestry.com?  
Building a family history can be likened to building a house. 
To be successful you must have a set of plans. To avoid 
discouragement in your family history quest, don't jump in 
before you plan! 
Call the FamilySearch Library and make an appointment to 
sit down with one of our volunteers to help assess your 
needs and develop a plan that fits your situation. Your plan 
needs to match your experience level. Persons that are 
seventh generation members of the LDS Church will start 
with a different plan from that for a recent convert. Those 
that are not members of the LDS church follow a plan that 
meets their needs. A planning session with one of our 
volunteers will help start you in a familiar place, one that 
should guide you to a successful experience. 
 

LVFSL Training 

Las Vegas FamilySearch Library February Classes 

https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Las_Vegas_Neva
da_FHC/Class_Schedule 

Mark Your Calendars 

 St George FH Expo     22-23 Feb 2013 
http://www.familyhistoryexpos.com/viewevent.aspx?eid=60 
 

 Life Stories – Exploring Life through Autobiography 
A four-week course in writing your life stories will be 

presented at the Las Vegas FamilySearch Library from 

10:30 to noon on March 8, 15, 22 & 29.  The class will 

be taught by Jean Norman and Heidi Petermeier of the 
University of Nevada, under the auspices of the 
Cooperative Education Division.  There is no cost for the 
class, but participants are expected to attend all four 
sessions.  Additional information is available at the 
FamilySearch Library.  There is a limit to the class size, so 
call and reserve your place early with Wayne Stoker at 
(702)382-9695 OR Jean Norman at (702)940-5423.  If 
successful, as we expect it to be, we will schedule 
additional sessions in the future. 
 

 rootstech 2013    21-23 Mar 2013 
http://rootstech.org/ 
 

 LV FamilySearch Library Closed   6 Apr 2013 
 

 BYU FH Conference       30 Jul-2 Aug 2013 
http://ce.byu.edu/cw/cwgen/ 
 

 LV FamilySearch Library Closed   4 Jul 2013 
 

 LV FamilySearch Library Closed   2 Sep 2013 
 

 Sandstone Stake Jamboree     28 Sep 2013 
 

Found at the Library by Vickie A. Bloxham 

The Nevada Tombstone Record Book, Vol. 1, compiled by 
Richard B Taylor, 1986, a possible source to find ‘lost family 
members who may have found their final resting place in 
Nevada’.  It has not been microfilmed as of 2/1/2013.  
(979.3, V3trb; V1).  The author’s goal was to document and 
remember pioneers whose decaying gravesites scatter 
across Nevada, 1850 to 1986.  Who knows but that 
someone you’re looking for may be found here.  The book 
lists categories such as County Cemeteries, i.e., Alamo, 
Nevada, Joseph, Jr., son of Joseph and Jan A Sylvester, ‘Tis a 
little grave, but oh, loving care for world-wide hopes are 
buried there’; Newspaper Obituaties, i.e., ‘Ash Robert, 
Stabbed at County Hospital where he worked as a cook’;  
Newspaper Articles, i.e., ‘BLM will give historic cemeteries 
facelifts’.  Gathering a snippet of time, Mr. Taylor and 
companions have preserved perhaps a few bits of data that 
may be so precious to family members. 
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Who’s Who at LVFSL by Gayle Radke 

This month, meet the amazing Linda 
Isom.  My initial impression led me to 
believe that she had infinite 
knowledge and was a Family History 
‘Oldtimer’.  Imagine my surprise 
when she said she had only been at 
the library for about a year.  She 
recently retired as a librarian and 

came originally to take classes.  She ended up organizing 
books and files.  From there, she moved on to online 
cataloging.  She contacted Salt Lake and found they were 
just beginning their involvement in the online cataloging 
process for regional libraries and were more than excited 
to find out all she had done.  She spends endless hours 
each day immersed in the managing, training, scanning, 
and auditing processes for our library’s scanning 
program.  She has often found herself without 
instruction or training materials only to respond to this 
dilemma by writing her own, one of which has become 
in demand by other scanning libraries.  She does not 
venture forward without help.  Many have stepped 
forward to assist her for which she is very grateful.  She 
could not have accomplished it alone.  If her adventure 
sounds like something you would like to be a part of, 
‘come on down’ and join us.  We can always use more 
volunteers. 

Helpful Websites from Sandy Jackson 

Castle Garden Website:   In January 2012, 63,000 new 
records were added to this searchable database that 
now totals 11 million arrivals through Castle Garden, 
America's first official immigration center (it was open in 
New York Harbor from 1820 through 1892). That makes 
this pre-Ellis Island immigration collection nearly 
complete--so if you haven't checked for your ancestors 
here lately, http://www.castlegarden.org/ is worth 
another look.  Source: FamilyTree Magazine, September 
2012, p 21, col 1. 

Indexing Info by Tom Jackson  

Did you know the default is set for ten records for the 
Passenger List Projects and that it is not necessary to add 
lines unless there are more than ten records in which 
case we should only add enough lines to complete the 
records on the image? Too many people are 
automatically entering thirty lines even when not 
necessary which forces the arbitrator to remove them as 
part of his arbitration. As usual; reading the instruction 
will clear the matter up completely Thanks for all you do. 
We love you all. 

Tech Tips by Dayne Lake 

How often have you come across a record on 
FamilySearch that was faded or too dark.  The same 
applies to the images on Fold 3.  The images from 
Ancestry can be washed out.  There are ways to improve 
those images, and they don't have to cost you anything!  
Any Windows 7 home computer should have the 
Windows Picture Viewer, which has some limited but 
effective enhancement tools.  Google-ing the names 
Paint.net, Irfanview and PhotoScape will give you three 
more powerful and free tools to add to your arsenal.  
Don't be afraid to check out their features.  Each one 
adds slightly different options.  Just be aware that the 
JPEGs you save will degrade with each save, so you 
might want to convert the images to TIFFs and save a 
master BEFORE you start playing.   

What’s New at LVFSL by DeWayne McCormick 

We’ve seen the light…or we will soon!  New brighter 
security lighting is being installed in our parking lot, 
located at Clark and 10th street.  The building will also be 
illuminated.  It will probably take another one or two 
weeks to complete the project.   

Thanks to the cataloging effort at the Library, many 
books which are located in our Las Vegas Library now are 
listed in the Catalog on FamilySearch.org.   As before, 
when one goes to FamilySearch.org and clicks on 
Catalog, they can search for a book by Place Name, Last 
Names, Titles, Author, Subjects or Key Words.  But now if 
the book has been cataloged by us and is in the Las 
Vegas FamilySearch Library, it will show on the “results” 
page of your search.  This is still a work in progress, so if 
you don’t find something this week, keep trying. 

Research Techniques by Maureen Lake 

Research comes down to the best information you can find 
for the objective you are trying to reach. In the case of 
genealogy and family history, you are looking for 
information to connect ancestors and flesh them out.  In 
some cases this means census records, birth records, land 
records and the like.  In other cases this means finding local 
and family histories that you can put to good use.  Many of 
these can be found in the FamilySearch Library, but many 
more can't.  Some places you can try to locate these are 
WorldCat.org, which will give you the information you need 
to have these precious volumes sent to your local branch 
library.  Another is Google Books, where you can create 
your own custom research library with a Google account 
(gmail not required).  Google also has what the NEHGS 
refers to as the Tan Books, town vital records to 1850 for 
most of New England, always a great reference.  Check 
them out. 

http://www.castlegarden.org/

