
Directors’ Message by  Castle and Lee Nishimoto   
 

We begin our message this month by sincerely thanking 
Catriona MacKenzie and Georgann Ray for their service 
at the Library. We will miss them both. We welcome Bill 
and Kathy Chynoweth. They, along with all of the work-
ers, are much needed and appreciated for sacrificing 
their time and effort in assisting patrons to find their an-
cestors. 

The Library now has a list of foreign language speakers 
who are willing to assist patrons in interpreting foreign 
language records. Languages thus far include Chinese, 
Danish, French, German, Italian, Korean, Krio Twi (West 
African), Portuguese, Romanian, Russian, Samoan, Span-
ish, Swedish, Tagalog, Thai, and Tongan. This is just a 
start. We will be adding to this list as more speakers are 
identified. If you need language assistance, please con-
tact us and we will place that language speaker in touch 
with you. 

May we share with you some of our thoughts we wrote 
in last year’s December newsletter: 

Christmas! A time when we are reminded of the gifts of 
time, effort, and means from all who have served here 
past and present, of friendships made which otherwise 
might not have materialized, and of experiencing the 
changes in the lives of those who are searching for their 
ancestors. 

Christmas! A fitting time at the close of another year to 
formally celebrate the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ, to 
remember Him, and to recommit ourselves to follow His 
teachings throughout this next year. We share the fol-
lowing written by an unknown author: 

“He was born in an ob-
scure village, the child 
of a peasant woman. 
He grew up in another village, where he worked in a car-
penter shop until he was 30… 

“Then for 3 years he was an itinerant preacher. He never 
wrote a book. He never held an office. He never had a 
family or owned a house. He didn’t go to college. He nev-
er visited a big city. He never traveled 200 miles from the 
place where he was born. He did none of the things one 
usually associates with greatness. He had no credentials 
but himself. 

“He was only 33 when the tide of public opinion turned 
against him. His friends ran away. He was turned over to 
his enemies and went through the mockery of a trial. He 
was nailed to a cross between two thieves. 

“While he was dying, his executioners gambled for his 
clothing, the only property he had on earth.  When he 
was dead, he was laid in a borrowed grave through the 
pity of a friend. 

“Twenty centuries have come and gone, and today he is 
the central figure of the human race and the leader of 
mankind’s progress. 

“All the armies that ever marched, all the navies that 
ever sailed, all the parliaments that ever sat, all the kings 
that ever reigned, put together, have not affected the life 
of man on this earth as much as that  

  “ONE SOLITARY LIFE”  

May we always remember the greatest Gift given to 
mankind! May we exemplify our love for Him in both 
thought and action! May we be ever grateful for His sac-
rifice! Whoever you are, wherever you may be, and in 
whatever circumstances you find yourselves, we join you 
in the true celebration of Christmas. May our Father in 
Heaven’s blessings be upon you throughout 2019. 
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LVFSL 

Mark Your Calendars 

 
December 3, 2018 

10:30 p.m. Mon  

Ward Temple and Family History Consultant Training 

Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 

Feb 27-Mar2, 2019 RootsTech 2018 Salt Palace Convention Cntr,  
Salt Lake City, UT      http://rootstech.org 

July 2019 BYU Family History Conference  Provo, UT 
https://familyhistory.ce.byu.edu  

LVFSL Training December Classes 
 

The LVFSL class schedule will accompany emailed news-
letters, can be obtained at the LVFS Library or be downloaded 
from our website:  http://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org 

http://10times.com/saltlakecity-us/conferences
http://rootstech.org
https://familyhistory.ce.byu.edu/
http://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org


Research Helps by Lee Nishimoto 
 

HISTORY IS MASTER  

As it comes near the end of 2018, it seems timely to talk 
about history.  Events in family history rarely happen as 
random events. What was happening at that time and 
place shaped the events in peoples’ lives.  One of my favor-
ite statements relating to genealogy is “History is Master.”  
The history of the place, the time period and the people 

are very important to understanding our genealogy. Then 
ask. “Where were they?”  “When were they?” “Who were 
they?”  History can give family research focus and clarity, 
but just as important can be the added cultural and histori-
cal events that can be related to your family that you may 
have missed. 
 

Ninian Beall (1625 - 1717), was a Scotsmen that ended up 
in colonial Maryland.  What was happening that brought 
him to Maryland?   Life definitely was not what he 
planned.   Ninian Beall held a commission as cornet in the 
Scotch-English Army, raised to resist Cromwell. He fought 
in the battle of Dunbar, 3rd September, 1650, against 
Cromwell, and was made prisoner at that battle and they 
were sent to a London prison where many died.  He was 
sentenced to five years servitude. He was sent with 150 
other Scotsmen to Barbados, West Indies. About 1652 they 
appeared in the Province of Maryland. Ninian Beall served 
his five years with Richard Hall, a planter of Calvert Co. 

 

Ninian Beall became an important person 
in the Colony of Maryland. He was High 
Sheriff of Calvert County and member of 
Maryland House of Burgesses.  He was the 
chief military officer in Maryland rising to 
rank of Colonel.  He had large land hold-
ing, including tracts which included 
Georgetown, Washington, D. C. (Note 
Georgetown, was named for his son, 

George, not for George Washington.) Under Ninian's su-
pervision, 200 Presbyterians from Scotland were settled 
along the Potomac in Prince Georges County and he gave a 
parcel of land for their Presbyterian church. 
 

He was buried on his home plantation called Rock of Dum-
barton and when in recent years his remains were dug up, 
owing to the growth of Georgetown where his home was 
situated, it was found that he was six feet seven inches tall, 
and his Scottish red hair had retained all of its fiery hue and 
he had died at the age of 92. 
 

A Scottish military officer, captured in battle, sent to pris-
on, sentenced to 5-years as an indentured servant in Bar-
bados then Maryland.  After his indenture he rose to im-
portance in Maryland and acquired large landholding.  He 
then encouraged other Scots to settle in Maryland. 

 

Finding Family by Linda Coble  
 

Floods, Fires, Tornadoes, and Hurricanes 
I’ve lived in areas where those events happen.  Fire is the 
one that scares me the most. In the midwest, summertime 
can bring fire from lightning strikes and as a child growing 
up on wooded property outside the small town of Liberty, 
Missouri, I remember getting into the family car with my 
parents and little brother, and riding out of the area until 
the danger was past. We never knew if our home would be 
gone when we returned.  I’ve seen the Missouri and Mis-
sissippi rivers at flood stage, hidden in a storm cellar, cor-
ner of a basement, and interior bathroom in response to 
tornado and hurricane warnings, and evacuated to a 
friend’s home on higher ground twice. 
 

My mother died of smoke inhalation when her home 
burned in 1982 so when I saw the news about a giant fire 
destroying the town of Paradise, California recently, I was 
concerned for my second cousin, 90 year old Imogene. I 
had her daughter’s email and contacted Lory to see if Imo-
gene was O.K.  Thankfully Imogene was able to get out of 
town and is now living with her daughter and family. 
 

Imogene and I had connected about four years ago.  I con-
tacted her daughter Lory through Ancestry. Imogene does 
not have a computer but we started writing to each other, 
exchanging family records, stories, and photos.  She grew 
up in California and I grew up in Missouri. Several months 
ago Imogene wrote and asked if I would like to have a cro-
cheted collar made by my great grandmother Sarah (KNSV-
932) because none of her children were interested in it.  I 
said yes. Imogene had previously sent me several photos 
of Sarah. 

We’ve all seen news photos of people 
going back to destroyed homes and 
searching for photos and keep-
sakes.  When you are evacuating, you 
don’t have time to grab much. The re-
cent California fires remind us that time 
is of the essence in backing up our digital 
images to the cloud, sharing photos and 
other family items with cousins, and 
sharing on Family Search, Ancestry, and 

My Heritage.  The best way to preserve our photos, keep-
sakes, and family stories is to share them. 


