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Director’s Message by  Castle Nishimoto 
 

A fire occurred in our building during the early morning hours of 
Monday, July 25. The fire had been purposely set by someone who 
also set fires in the Las Vegas Firefighters Union Hall across the street 
from the Library. The fire had miraculously ceased burning by the 
time the police and fire department personnel had arrived on scene. 
To gain entrance to the building, the arsonist shattered the glass 
door next to the Library front entrance. The police therefore cleared 
the building making it safe to enter. We greatly appreciate our first 
responders and thank them very much for their rapid response.  

 

The location of the fire was downstairs at the entrance to the Facility 
Management Office (FMO). Damage included the partially burned 
carpet at the FMO entrance and smoke damage. Repair and clean-up 
efforts began immediately on Monday morning and continue as of 
the writing of this message.  There was no damage to the Library 
sections of the building.  The Library will reopen on schedule on Au-
gust 4 after our computer installation and training during August 1 
thru 3. 

 

The Clark County Genealogical Society (CCGS) held its first Genealogy 
Fair on July 22, to which our FamilySearch Library was invited. Elder 
and Sister Nishimoto along with Brother and Sister Ascension set up 
our booth with brochures and handouts contacting well over 200 
visitors who attended the Fair. The Fair lasted 4 hours with an esti-
mated 450 persons attending the event. Several had either heard of 
or had previously visited the Library. Many had not, and were very 
interested in visiting us to attend classes and to conduct genealogical 
research.  We graciously thank CCGS for allowing our Library to par-
ticipate in its first Fair. 

 

The most comforting part of our experience at the Fair was that of 
our confidence in our Library workers. We were able to express with-

out reservation your capabilities to assist with any issue a patron 
may encounter. We greatly appreciate and thank you all for your 
efforts in learning the various aspects of research to be able to assist 
patrons in finding their ancestors. We especially thank our shift coor-
dinators/assistants, trainers, and instructors for their administrative 
and subject matter expertise. 

 

Of concern from recent experience is finding 
many who have either parents or grandparents 
who have served in the military during wartime, 
but yet know very little about their service. The 
response is generally, “Yes, I know he fought in 
World War II, but he doesn’t want to talk about 
it.” Perhaps by first asking to which unit he was 
assigned or places he served would break the 
typical silence of those in that generation who 
fought. Asking questions touching the emotions 

should be reserved for later conversations as we do not really under-
stand what they experienced. And until we gain their trust, those 
experiences will never come to light. “Trust” means they having con-
fidence in us that we will not be judgmental of their acts, but accept 
them for what they were at that time. 
These veterans are rapidly disappearing 
and with them their stories which may 
possess the key to inspiring a younger 
generation during times of despair or of 
pride in one’s ancestry. Stories give sub-
stance to our living relations as well as 
those who have passed away. 

Mark Your Calendars 

Connie Price, Editor   

connieprice702@gmail.com 

Helpful Websites from Sandy Jackson  
 

WIKI 
 

Want to Know HOW to Research Your Area of Interest?? 
 

In a browser go to:  wiki.familysearch.org 
 

Type the state or country in the search box.  Press Enter on the 
keyboard.  Information on this page may include country/state 
information, Getting Started, Clickable Map, Counties/Parishes, 
etc.  NOTE: If there is an Online Records box!!!  This link will 
open a page with the available online records.  The links will 
open a search page for that particular resource.  Don’t be con-
cerned about clicking on hyperlinks with $ sign.  Many go to An-
cestry, and not a problem if you have a subscription.  Searching 
a specific database will bring up results that would be too far 
buried in a general search mode.  

August 24, 2016  
7:00 p.m. Wed  

High Priest Group Leader Training 
Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 

August 25, 2016 
6:30 p.m. Thurs  

Family History Consultant Training 
Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 

August 26, 2016 
10:00 a.m. Fri 

Family History Consultant Training 
Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 

August 27, 2016 
7:30 a.m.-12p.m. 

Las Vegas Stake Family History Jamboree 
221 S. Lorenzi, Las Vegas, NV 
Keynote speaker:  Ron Tanner 

October 28-29, 2016 FamilyRoots Expo 2016, St. George, UT  
Dixie College Convention Center 
Hosted by FamilySearch 

February 8-10, 2016 RootsTech 2016 
Salt Palace Convention Cntr, Salt Lake City, UT 
http://10times.com/rootstech 

Http://wiki.familysearch.org
http://10times.com/saltlakecity-us/conferences
http://10times.com/rootstech


Genealogy Insights by Gail Gibbs  
 
 

Far Away 
by Mrs. J.W. Bliss 

 

Where is now the merry party, I remember long ago; 
Laughing round the Christmas fire, Brightened by its ruddy glow; 
Or in summer's balmy evenings, In the field upon the hay! 
They have all dispersed and wandered, Far away, far away! 
They have all dispersed and wandered, Far away, far away 
 

Some have come from lands far distant And with strangers made 
their homes; 
Some upon the world of waters All their lives are forced to roam, 
Some are gone from us forever--Longer here they might not stay 
They have reached a fairer region Far Away! Far Away! 
 

There are still some few remaining, who remind us of the past; 
But they change as all things change here, Nothing in this world can 
last: 
Years roll on, and pass forever, What is coming, who can say? 
Ere this closes--many may be Far Away! Far Away! 

 
 

“Some have come from lands far distant and with strangers made 
their homes.”  I remember my grandfather saying that phrase and 
as I learned more about him and his family, I thought it fit him, 
(and all the other immigrants who came to America to find a 

better life). That phrase has come back to me many times over 
the years and not long ago I typed it into Google and learned it 
was from a popular song of that era. 
 

“Some upon the world of waters all their lives are forced to roam” 
also seems to fit him as he watched the 
animals on board ship during his teen-
age years and crossed the Atlantic elev-
en times before going to Brooklyn, 
New York to find relatives, and then on 
to Canada for free land.  Imagine living 
in that time when everyone you knew 
was striking off to find their own place 
in the world.  From this family brothers 
went to South Africa, Australia, Cana-
da, Mexico and United States.  I don't 
believe either Grandpa or Grandma 
ever saw their mothers again after they 
came to Canada to homestead and 
later came to Detroit, Michigan, USA to purchase land and settle 
down. There were only letters sent from 54 Prestons Road, Pop-
lar, England to keep the connection between mother and daugh-
ter alive. Oh how I wish even one letter from this great grand-
mother had been saved. 

Finding Family by Linda Coble 
 

Cousin Larry gave us a scare 

A few days ago Larry's sister Roma sent out a request for 
prayer.  Larry had fallen outside his home.  A trip to the hos-
pital with an MRI showed 2 strokes.  He seemed OK physi-
cally but was very confused.  Two days later she said, "I 
spent the day with Larry today and he was so much 
better.  When I left him Monday, his prognosis did not look 
good.  But today he was sitting in a chair, answering ques-
tions, and even shaved himself.  They even took the oxygen 
off for the afternoon and he slept well.  He was very coher-
ent and was even concerned about their light bill being 
paid.  So it looks like he will improve and will probably go to 
another facility for therapy, etc.  A long way to go yet but 
with all your prayers we know he will be OK."  

 

My point is that life can be short, people die unexpectedly, 
and their view of the family history is gone.  Larry is only 
five years older than me and this makes me realize how 
important it is for me to continue writing down my memo-
ries. 
 

What does that tell a family historian? 

It reminds me that when we see how close someone comes 
to possibly being unable to access memories, that there is 
only a short window of time to access Larry's life stories.  He 
is the oldest of six children, and three have already 
died.  Larry is a rather shy, soft spoken man and at the fami-
ly reunion in 2014, Larry said only a few words.  His wife, 
Elzora, is more talkative and she answered a question I 
had.  Larry and Elzora were high school sweethearts and she 
has lived in the area all her life.  I'm grateful that she knew 
the answer to my question. 

Indexing Info from Tom Jackson 
 

So, another month has rolled around and we are settling in with our 
new directors and dealing with heat, vacations and even a bit of tur-
moil at the building itself.  In other words things are completely nor-
mal. 

As one who is involved with and able to see the workings of the library 
on a daily basis I must say I am always amazed at the care the Lord 
gives to us with His selections of leaders; with His protective hand 
resting on our facilities and with those who give freely of our time and 
talents to make the great work of genealogical research go forward.  I 
salute and give thanks for all of you. 

This past month the church had a program wherein they dedicated a 
72 hour period to indexing with the goal of doing as many records as 
possible.  They recruited at least 72,000 indexers to do all they could in 
the period designated.  It is wonderful that 10,000,000 records were 
processed in that period.  Amazing is more like the word I would use to 
describe it. 

I would like to offer a few words about some of the changes to the in-
dexing program.  I am sure you have all noticed we no longer have ac-
cess to any kind of a percentage of success in indexing. It was felt too 
much emphasis was being placed on being right and there was too 
much margin for error on the part of both indexers and arbitra-
tors.  This was causing too much time to be spent in disagreements; 
time that is better spent indexing.  A word of caution:  As you index; be 
very careful to follow the directions so that your  work will be as cor-
rect as possible.  You can still check the arbitrator’s work but remem-
ber; he or she is no more perfect than any one of you.  Use the differ-
ence of opinions to learn more about what to do.  I still find that most 
of the disagreements arise because indexers commit the almost always 
fatal error of thinking they do not need instructions.  That all they need 
to do is fill in blanks as they see fit.  I say it every month and feel some-
times like I am beating my head against a wall.  Read and follow the 
instructions. 


