
Directors’ Message by  Ken and Charlotte Openshaw 

Thoughts for Busy People 

A short time ago I was speaking about Family History with one 
of the busiest people I have ever met.  His story was inspiring.  
He regularly finds and adds new ancestors to his tree and doc-
uments them with pictures and stories.  How does he do it?  
His secret - 30 minutes every Sunday.   

Years ago, he realized that most of the important tasks he 
wanted to do are too large to sit down and complete in a 
short amount of time.  This caused a dramatic paradigm shift 
in how he looks at his life.  His perspective changed from 
“What important things have I done today?” to “What im-
portant things am I doing?”   

He changed his life from putting things off until he had just 
the right situation and a sufficient amount of time to com-
plete the task, to dedicating a measured amount of time to 
regularly work on his important tasks.  He obviously works to 
meet required deadlines.  However, his decision to regularly 
set aside a dedicated amount of time to “work on” that which 
is important significantly increased the amount of important 
work he accomplished. 

Family History work is immensely important and larger than 
we can do in our lifetimes.  Like my busy friend, in order to 
achieve the most we can, a commitment to a regular time and 
place may be the best decision we can make.   

Recognizing our overly busy lives, the Church provides two 
applications especially for us – The Family Tree App and the 
Memory App.  They work on both I Phone and Android tele-
phones.  The Family Tree App, is a slimmed down version of 
the FamilySearch program that we use on our computers.  It 
can be used to find ancestors, edit and merge records, attach 
memories and prepare and print ordinance cards simply using 
our telephones.   In essence, you can now perform almost 
everything on your telephone that you can perform on your 
desk or lap top computer. 

The Memory App is specialized so that photos, written and 
audio stories and documents can easily be attached to our 
ancestors using our telephones.  Download the Memories 
App to either your Android or IPhone and you will have a de-
vice to capture pictures and audio recordings and one that 

directly interfaces with 
FamilySearch for attach-
ing these Memories to your ancestors.  Record the current 
moments and attach them without transferring the memory 
to another device in order to link them with FamilySearch. 

With these powerful tools, you can now take advantage of 
those previously lost periods of time in your life (e.g. waits in 
a doctor/dentist’s office; the bus ride; pre and post church 
time waiting for your friends or family to gather; and etc.).  It 
may surprise you to know how many different Family History 
tasks you can do in ten minutes or less: find an ancestor need-
ing additional information (Yellow Temple); attach a “Hint”; 
resolve “Data Problems”; edit information on a Person Page; 
merge duplicates; and etc. 

Enjoy the satisfaction and blessings from greater Family Histo-
ry production and time utilization.  Find the secret of many 
people’s Family History success – set time to “do” the im-
portant things and fill those lost minutes. 
 

Teaching Family by Dave Adams 

How much do you know of your family’s military history? 

From earliest times, warfare seems to be part of the human 
experience. The colonists who came to America had wars with 
the Indians, sometimes as part of larger-scale European or 
even worldwide conflicts. Since the founding of the United 
States, the country had participated in several major wars and 
more limited “conflicts”. 
Not all “soldiers” were front-line “shooters”. There were typi-
cally more soldiers behind the lines, feeding the shooters, 
patching up the wounded, burying the deceased. Some sol-
diers set up communications systems and maintained them. 
Some soldiers transported and distributed supplies of all 
types. Similarly, in the naval forces, there were many people 
behind the scenes providing food, ammunition, handling mail, 
and many other details. 
During part of the Vietnam war, all three boys in my family 
were in the military. One brother was in the army, in the war 
zone, as an intelligence officer; another brother was in the 
navy, off the coast of Vietnam repairing airplanes on an air-
craft carrier; and I was in the air force in the states, training 
communications personnel who went to the war zone as fast 
as they became fully competent. 
One uncle, Nathan Ellis served in World War II, and later mar-
ried a German girl whose husband had been killed in the war. 
One cousin, Milo Sallies, served in the U.S. Seventh Cavalry 
during the Spanish-American War. One great-great-
grandfather, Byron Russell, was rejected by the Army for the 
Civil War since he had previously had malaria.  
Teaching Family  Continued Next page 
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Teaching Family  continued 

One ancestor, Lucius Sallies served in the army in the War of 
1812. He was part of General Hull’s surrender at Detroit, so he 
presumably had to walk to Quebec before being put on a ship 
to be returned to the U. S. 
May I suggest that a short one to two-page history of one an-
cestor/relative’s military service could be written and shared 
with family this coming Veteran’s day in November. The Library 
has one volunteer who teaches classes on a regular basis on 
military records. Come on down to take a class to help you find 
the details of your ancestor/relative’s military service. 

We also have people who can help you write your story.  Tues-
day at 1 PM at the LasVegas FamilySearch Library 
 

 

Research Helps by Lee Nishimo 

GREAT RESOURCE 

Everyone should use the RESEARCH WIKI.  It is not for research-
ing names.  It is for learning more about researching places or 
genealogy topics to find family names. Whether a beginner, 
intermediate or advanced researcher, the RESEARCH WIKI can 
be useful to your research efforts.   
FamilySearch.org – RESEARCH WIKI--“A free, online genealogy 
and family history guide that lists websites, provides research 
strategies, and suggests records and resources to help you find 
ancestors from all over the world. Current number of Wiki arti-
cles: 90,292”.  https://www.familysearch.org/wiki 

 
Type in a parish, or a county, or a topic (handcart, Quakers, Civil 
War, etc.) and check links “”. 
A few weeks ago a patron came to the FamilySearch Library.  
She was looking for family in the Azores.  This was one place 
that I had never researched, but I knew that I could help this 
patron by searching the “Azores” in the RESEARCH WIKI.  The 
links for the Azores in the WIKI lead to the digital records for 
the places and dates needed for her family.  It was amazing. 
There are places that have changed names or boundaries, such 
as, Galicia, Moravia. Bohemia.  What were these places? Where 
are these places now? Check the WIKI. Today, the western part 
of Galicia is in southern Poland and the eastern part is now part 
of the Ukraine.  Links and maps in the WIKI can help greatly 
with research. 
If you need blank research forms of any kind (census, logs, anal-
ysis, passenger lists, etc.) try--  https://www.familysearch.org/
wiki/en/Genealogy_Research_Forms  
Research can be much more successful when the RESEARCH 
WIKI is used.  More records are becoming available every day, 
so new links may be added to WIKI. Check WIKI often.  Good 
Hunting. 

Finding Family by Linda Coble  

Aunt Dorothy’s Journal 

Last year I obtained Dor-
othy’s  journal, after her 
only child died, and I’m 
still finding it fasci-
nating.  Today I was 
reading entries from 
1977 and it brought back 
memories of those cold 
winters in Kansas City 
and Liberty, Missouri.   If 
someone offers you an 
old journal that no one 
else in the family wants, I 
urge you to accept it. It 
can bring back memories 
and give you a view of 
the daily life of one of 
your favorite relatives.  Here are a few entries. 

January 1977.  1st-Three inches of snow and below ze-
ro.  3rd-Bob Schrader brought his sleeping bag & slept on 
library floor-hiways slick & bad & he didn’t want to drive 
home.  9th-TV program interrupted with notice from Gas 
Service Co. with request thermostats be turned down to 55 
degrees because of low pressure & low supply. 

10th-Didn’t go to Jefferson City for Joe Teasdale’s inaugu-
ral.  We watched ceremony on TV-it was held outside & 
spectators very cold.  A news man said with the wind chill 
index it was 37 degrees below zero & newspaper reported 
cases of frostbite next day. 

11th-Could turn thermostats up at noon yesterday. 
(Juanita Lenington phoned to be sure we heard the an-
nouncement on TV) & got house warm.  Xmas tree was 
moved (bodily) to plant room-but not “undressed” and put 
away. 

18th-About 5” of snow & Bob Schrader slept in sleeping 
bag on library floor again.  We were to go with Boswells to 
Red Lobster for fish dinner but postponed on account of 
the weather. 

29th-Still cold & 
lot of snow on 
ground-about 10” 
deep in places in 
back yard.  I 
brought sprigs of 
forsythia in last 
week & some 
have blooms. 
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