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Directors’ Message by  Castle and Lee Nishimoto 
 

In October, we are reminded of Christopher Columbus and his 
discovery of the “New World.” While we celebrate his achieve-
ment, we are reminded, too, of others who preceded and suc-
ceeded him in discovering this side of the planet and the inter-
esting accounts of their efforts. There appears to be a certain 
excitement in discovering something new about those who, 
years and even centuries ago, have made an impact on us to-
day. Is this not so with our ancestors? Is this not the fascina-
tion, the joy of finding and learning of their influence on our 
lives?  

The magnitude of their influence centers on understanding the 
historical context in which they lived.  An insightful person 
once said, “Our ancestors did not live in a vacuum. Historical 
events swirled about them, influencing their decisions and 
their actions. The more we learn of their settings the more we 
will feel connected to them, the more we will understand 
them, the more we will learn from them.”  Does not the cir-
cumstances of their day bring life to an ancestor other than 
just a name, dates of birth and death, etc.? And will we discov-
er, other than the obvious differences, similarities in life’s 
battles with which we are currently experiencing in spite of the 
differences in technology, politics, etc.?  The implications of 
this can be quite profound.  

 A wise person once stated, “The measure of a man’s character 
is not what he gets from his ancestors, but what he leaves to 
his descendants.” What do we want to leave to our descend-
ants? As such, music to the ears of our Library workers are the 
words, “I found an ancestor!” We know that this is just the 
beginning. As hopefully more information comes to light about 
that ancestor, we establish a relationship with that person in 
remembering him/her, discover an identity of who we are, and 
perhaps most importantly, learn of our family heritage. Our 
challenge to you, then, is to keep searching, discovering, learn-
ing, and to pass on our respective family legacies.   

With gratitude we recognize those who have served at the 
Library. Our heartfelt farewell to Orrie Bassinger, Shirley Call, 
Catriona MaKenzie, Yesica Martinez, and Tom Shields. We ex-
press appreciation for their dedicated service and contribu-
tions to the Library! We are grateful for the new workers who 
have joined us this past month : Heidi Elkhill, Claude and Cas-
sandra Fratto, Tifton Heupel, and Denise Pfau. Welcome! 

On September 12, 2017, the Library Scanning Section complet-

ed scanning 25,000 books from the Mesa Arizona FamilySearch 
library. Thank you, Mesa, for allowing us to work on this pro-
ject. The Section scanned 1,280,614 images over a 17½ month 
period averaging 73,100+ images per month. Well done and 
congratulations! This section is now taking a long deserved 
break until its next project. 

Our next closure will be on Tuesday, October 31, 2017, at 3:00 
p.m. for family Halloween activities. We will reopen on No-
vember 1, 2017, at 9:00 a.m.  We will then close during the 
week of Thanksgiving.  Due to unexpected closures which oc-
cur from time to time, please call before making any long trips 
to the Library. 
 

Library Historical Moments by  Wayne Stoker, Historian 

 

Baptism and Re-baptism, Again and Again 
 

Many are confused when discovering multiple baptism dates 
for their ancestors that were members of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints in the nineteenth century.  In 1856 a 
directive from Salt Lake instructed mission and priesthood 
leaders to initiate a “Reformation”.  President Brigham Young 
wrote “The Saints are dead and do not drink at the living foun-
tain; the fire of the Almighty is not in them.”  Leaders were 
instructed to “trim off the dead branches, so that the tree may 
thrive, grow, and expand”.    When researching my family's 
history in Durham England I found this bold inscription in the 
Durham District Membership Records of 1857, “A Reformation 
and Re-baptism of the Durham Conference of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints by Counsel of President 
Brigham Young”, followed by a list of members that were re-
committed through the re-baptism process.  Also, members 
were often re-baptized before important events, like immigra-
tion to Zion, or before being endowed in the Temple.  

This process of re-baptism as a gesture of recomittment is no 
longer endorsed nor practiced within the Church.  

In our day, if we are not careful, and do not properly docu-
ment our work when researching our ancestors in Fami-
lySearch (including checking for duplicate records), we may 
unwittingly identify for temple ordinances, ancestors for 
whom Temple ordinances have previously been per-
formed.  Let’s take the time, when doing our family history, to 
carefully use the features in FamilySearch that are there to 
help minimize duplication of ordinance work.  Let’s not be the 
instigators of baptism and re-baptism, again and again. 

Mark Your Calendars 
 Connie Price, Editor   

 

connieprice702@gmail.com Oct 26, 2017 

6:30 p.m. Thurs  

Family History Consultant Training 

Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 

Oct 27, 2017 

10:00 a.m. Fri 

Family History Consultant Training 

Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 

Feb 28-Mar3, 2018 RootsTech 2018 Salt Palace Convention Cntr, Salt Lake City, UT 
http://10times.com/rootstech 

October 2017 

http://10times.com/saltlakecity-us/conferences
http://10times.com/rootstech


Research Helps by Lee Nishimoto 
 
 
 

Guardianship 

One clue often not considered when viewing our genealo-

gy is “What were the ages of the children when the fa-

ther died?”  

If any of the children were under 21 years of age, they 

were considered minors in the eyes of the court and often 

referred to as “infants”, even if they were barely under 

21.  If the father was deceased, the mother was often 

viewed as not being financially capable of caring for the 

children until the estate was settled, so a guardian was 

often appointed by the court for the minor children.   

The guardianship records are often in the county probate 

files or may be in separate guardianship files in the pro-

bate office. In early periods the guardianship may be not-

ed in the county Court Order Books.  These guardianship 

files are valuable sources to relationships, birthdates or 

ages, especially in times when no birth or death records 

were kept.   Records of the guardianship may appear in 

the county court records many times over the years until 

the minor reaches 21 years of age.   

Search your genealogy and check for minor children at 

the death of the father.  Have the guardianship records of 

the county been searched?  More and more microfilms 

are being digitized each day and may be more accessible 

than ever before.  So check your county in the Fami-

lySearch.org  Catalog for available probate, guardianship 

or Court Order Books for the locality and time period of 

your family.  Have Fun. 

Helpful Websites by Sandy Jackson 

French Census added to FS 

 If you have French heritage, you may be interested in six 
new census collections that were recently added to Fam-
ilySearch.  Read about these new census records:   
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/french-census-records-aid-

family-history-research/  with links to the individual search 
forms.  For a full search for France :  https://

www.familysearch.org/search/collection/location/1927089?
region=France 

Finding Family by Linda Coble  
 

Just in time 
 
Remember the Tony Bennett song that begins, “Just in 
time, I found you just in time”?  About six months ago I 
had a new DNA match on Ancestry.  There was a photo 
of a handsome young man who was my 1st Cousin (3x 

removed) and our 
match was “Extremely 
High.”  The two women 
above Steven were 
marked private but the 
third one was my 1st 
cousin Bernice and the 
fourth was my Aunt 
Dora.  

 
I contacted Steven immediately and shortly thereafter 
his mom Carol got in touch with me.  Then Carol and her 
mother Patricia called and we had a nice long talk.  In 
August Patricia went into hospice and died shortly 
thereafter on August 26.  We talked just in time. 

 

 

LVFSL Training October Classes  
 
 
 

The LVFSL class schedule will accompany emailed news-
letters, can be obtained at the LVFS Library or be download-
ed from our website:  http://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org 
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