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A Porch, A Swing, and A Song  

On this porch at 425 Westminster Avenue in Salt Lake 
City, the home of my grandparents Alma and Minnie 
Dorius, sat a large 6 1/2 ft. long platform swing.   It 
was a fixture at grandma's and grandpa's home for the 

thirty plus years they lived at that address.   It was the 
place where, in our primary years, the cousins would 
swing back and forth with so much energy the 
platform would skip across the old wooden porch, 
usually bringing one of the adults out of the house to 
calm us down.  

It was great fun when we children had it to ourselves, 
but it was best when Grandpa Dorius, "Dad" as we all 
called him, came out and sat in the middle of the 
swing with myself and other cousins on either side of 
him, swinging back and forth while singing songs to us 
and teaching us to sing with him.  

"I went to the Animal Fair,  
The birds and the bees were there,  
The big Baboon, by the light of the moon,  
Was combing his auburn hair.  
The monkey, he got drunk,  
And slid down the elephant's trunk.  
The elephant sneezed, and fell on his knees,  
And that was the end of the monk, the monk, the monk."   

 

There were many other songs to entertain us, some 
nonsensical like the above, and some sweet and 
endearing.  
When alone In his later years, his seventies and 
eighties, he continued to sit on the swing, usually with 
small neighborhood children sitting beside him, 

strumming his guitar or mandolin, teaching the next, 
and then the next generation to appreciate his songs.  

I loved that swing so much that after the grandparents 
were gone, I pulled it aside and saved it for many 
years, hoping one day to have a porch so grand that I 
could once again sit and swing in it.   That never 
happened, but my daughter later found a place for her 
great grandfather’s swing to sit on her patio for a 
season or two until it finally reached the end of its 
useful life.  

I have found that stories don't have to be long to 
teach us a lot about, and help us remember,   our 
departed loved ones.   In almost every home there is a 
shoebox, a photo album, a scrap book, or a journal, 
where we keep these treasures,   anecdotes, or small 
stories about our ancestors.   Maybe they are just 
locked up in our memory.   Now you can preserve 
them and the photos that go with them, by attaching 
them to your Family Tree on FamilySearch.org.   There 
they will be appreciated by future generations, and 
family members will come to love them, as you do.    

Come and visit us at the Las Vegas FamilySearch 
Library and let us teach you how to add this material 
to your own family tree,    It is quite simple, you will 
enjoy doing it, and it will bring your family history to 
life. 

 

Mark Your Calendars 
 

 LV FamilySearch Library Closed    2 Sep 2013 
 

 Sandstone Stake Jamboree          14 Sep 2013 
 

 LV FamilySearch Library Closed   5 Oct 2013 
 LV FamilySearch Library Closed   25-30 Nov 2013 
 LV FamilySearch Library Closed   14-31 Dec 2013 

 

 Family History Conferences around the world 2013 
https://familysearch.org/blog/en/events-news-genealogy-family-
history-conferences/? 

 

LVFSL Training 
Las Vegas FamilySearch Library August Classes 

https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Las_Vegas_Nevada_FHC/Class_Schedule 

FamilySearch Family Tree Online Videos 
http://familysearchtraining.com 

https://familysearch.org/blog/en/events-news-genealogy-family-history-conferences/?
https://familysearch.org/blog/en/events-news-genealogy-family-history-conferences/?
https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Las_Vegas_Nevada_FHC/Class_Schedule
http://familysearchtraining.com/


Helpful Websites from Sandy Jackson 

For those who remember the website RAOGK that 
connected people around the world with others in areas 
who could help to personally find genealogy information 
in the area that they live.  That site is gone.   But now a 
new site has been set 
up:  https://www.littlegenbook.com/  This is for 
volunteers, fee providers, museums, court houses and 
libraries to create listings based on the location which 
they are willing to assist in.   

Who’s Who at the LVFSL by Scherry Lasanto 

Alva Hughes just celebrated 
her 90th birthday. 
Congratulations! She was 
born on the Canadian side 
of Niagara Falls.  Her father 
Wesley Styles owned a 
moving, trucking and 
storage business. The family 

lived in the front part of the warehouse. They had the only 
phone on the street and they always left the door 
unlocked, in case anyone in the neighborhood needed to 
use the phone.  Boy, times have changed.  She married 
Harold L. Hughes. When he went to war in WW2, she was 
at home taking care of their only son. Later they would 
have six daughters. Harold was an electrician.  He received 
a revelation to give everything away and take his family to 
Utah, where he became an electrician for the Salt Lake 
Temple.  Not only was Alva a busy mother, she had worked 
many jobs. She worked at the Test Site in Nevada, Internal 
Revenue Service at Nellis Air Force Base, and measuring 
offsite atomic waste for the Environmental Protection 
Agency.  Alva & Harold became members of LDS Church in 
1951 and from almost day one, she started her family 
history work.  Around 1964, she and Harold were both full-
time missionaries here at the Las Vegas FamilySearch 
Library. Since his death in 2006, Alva has continued to be a 
valuable member of the library team. 

Indexing Info by Tom Jackson  
Did you know the “key” words for Italian births indexing 
are:  “del  di” or “del giorno” for the date of birth; “e 
comparso” for the father’s name  and “da” for the 
mother’s name. I have a short eight step cheat sheet 
that simplifies the search for the proper data that needs 
to be entered.   Contact me at tomsan1971@cox.net or 
at the library and I will get a copy to you promptly.  I also 
offer one-on-one training by appointment.  
Hope this helps.  It is short and sweet just like me, lol. 

Keeping Up With Family Tree by Connie Price 

I just returned from the BYU Family History Conference in 
Provo, Utah.  It was 4 full days of Family History classes 
taught by Accredited Genealogists and decision makers for 

the LDS Church Family History Department.  Ron Tanner, 
Project manager of Family Tree gave us a Family Tree Road 
Map and corrected a rumor about new.familysearch.org.  It 
has NOT YET been shut down and won’t be until the end of 
this year.  Reason:  There are still things that haven’t been 
brought over to Family Tree.  Here is a list of what’s coming 
soon to Family Tree in no particular order.  You can cheer 
for your favorite as we did in the session. 

1. Bringing Notes from new.familysearch.org. 
2. Bringing Sources from new.familysearch.org to 

Family Tree.  This will take a while. 
3. Adding our images (certificates) to our sources. 
4. Adding notes to the person page and the couple area 
5. New sort options for the temple reserve list. 
6. More cautions will be added to the merge process. 
7. Make setting spouse and parent preferences easier. 
8. Adding increased impedance on deleting a person. 
9. An internal messaging system to contact other users. 
10. Adding sourcing and photos for living persons. 
11. Giving quality indicators to find record mistakes. 
12. Make records harder to change if there are sourced. 
13. The ability to add audio and video files. 
Keep checking the FamilySearch Blog to see when these 
and other new changes take place. 

Once They Were Lost  by Gary Thornton 

Sister Vivian Hansen and I are greeters 
at the door each sacrament meeting in 
our ward. I also serve as the Family 
History teacher, and as I greet, I 
encourage ward members to become 
involved in Family History.   Sometime I 
feel like I am talking to a door and no 
one is listening.   All this changed one 
recent Sunday.  As Sister Hansen and I 

were greeting, she told me the following story.   She said 
her daughter came by to take her shopping.   While on their 
way she saw an antique store on Charleston Boulevard, and 
asked her daughter to stop, as she wanted to look for a 
picture frame.   They went in and she found a frame she 
wanted.   It had a picture in it.   She paid for the frame and 
they put it in the trunk of the car and then finished their 
shopping.   Later Sister Hansen started working on the 
picture frame and took it apart.   She looked at the picture, 
as it had names and dates on the back of it.   These names 
and dates did not mean anything to her at the time so she 
put the picture on the table and began working on the 
frame.   She told me that she had a feeling come over her, 
and she retrieved the picture to look it over again.   This 
time she went to her Book of Remembrance to compare 
names.   She found the couple in the picture was her great 
grandparents, several times removed.   The family had no 
other picture of them.   Sister Hansen said, “Once they 
were lost and now they are found”. Now she can share this 
story, and the picture, with her children and grandchildren. 

 

https://www.littlegenbook.com/
mailto:tomsan1971@cox.net
https://familysearch.org/blog/en/

