
 

Directors’ Message by  Ken and Charlotte Openshaw 

A Time for Giving Thanks 

Family History is in a constant state of evolution and 
improvement.  Every week there are new technologi-
cal upgrades, more records available and special fea-
tures.  Many can remember when we thrilled at be-
ing able to order microfilm records that we could 
read at the local Family History Center.  Now we can 
search more records anywhere from our smart 
phones in a few minutes than we could in hours and 
hours of tedious searching, just a few years ago.   

With Thanksgiving coming up, we would like to rec-
ommend that we take a minute to review the Family 
History world around us and give thanks for the tech-
nology, the indexers, and consultants and for the 
generosity of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints for the incredible Family History resources pro-
vided without cost to us.  The following highlights 

just a few of the ac-
complishments of the 
Church and its many volunteers during 2018.  I think 
you will be as humbled and grateful as we are. 

At the Las Vegas FamilySearch Library we are ex-
tremely grateful for you, our Patrons.  Your involve-
ment brings great joy to us.  I am sure that you, along 
with my wife and I, are also extremely thankful for 
the wonderful staff who generously donate their 
time and talents to help all of us find our ancestors.  
You would be amazed to learn of their individual sac-
rifices to make our lives simpler and provide the lov-
ing support that helps us find success in our Ancestral 
quest. 

May your Thanksgiving be one of gratitude with lov-
ing family members by your side and memories of 
those who have gone before. 
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Searchable Records 

• 5.8 Billion Total Searchable Records and Images 
online at Year End 2018 

• 122.2 Million New Records Indexed during 2018 

• 300 Million New Historical Records and Image Col-
lections added in 2018 

• 277 Million New Images Published in the Catalog 
during 2018 

• 21 Million New Book-Scanning Images added in 
2018 

Family Tree 

• 1.21 Billion Total People were in the Tree by the 
end of 2018 

• 28 Million People were added in 2018 

• 8.5 Million New Photos and Stories were added in 
2018 

• 5.3 Million People Contributed to their tree in 2018 

Service 

• 328,217 Total Indexing Volunteers in 2018 

• 11.1 Million Indexing Hours Contributed 

• 5,130 FamilySearch Centers world wide 

• 4.3 Million Volunteer Service Hours 

OPEN HOUSE JANUARY  

Phase I of our FamilySearch Library renovations 
will be completed by year’s end.  Mark your cal-
endars to make sure you take time to visit the 
Library with your whole family.  There will be 
tours, special presentations and wonderful things 
to help with your Family History.  Bring your 
friends as well as your family.   There will be 
things for all ages and all Family History patrons, 
beginners as well as the very experienced.   
Watch the next Newsletter and your ward bulle-
tins for more detailed information. 

Mark Your Calendars 
Nov 22, 2019 
10:3-a.m. Fri 

Ward Temple and Family History Consultant Training 
Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 

Feb 26-29, 2020 
Salt Lake City, UT 

RootsTech 2020 —Salt Palace Convention Center,  
http://rootstech.org 

May 20-23, 2020 
Salt Lake City, UT 

Echoes of Our Ancestors—Family History Conference 
https://2b2b1u1oad04904yo1jc1ri1-wpengine.netdna-
ssl.com 
National Genealogical Society   http://agenealogy.org 

July 2020 
Provo, UT 

Conference on Family History & Genealogy 
BYU Conference Center    
https://familyhistory.ce.byu.edu/  

http://10times.com/saltlakecity-us/conferences
http://rootstech.org
https://2b2b1u1oad04904yo1jc1ri1-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/
https://2b2b1u1oad04904yo1jc1ri1-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/
http://ugagenealogy.org
https://familyhistory.ce.byu.edu/


Research Helps by Lee Nishimo 

OLD NEWSPAPERS 

Early newspapers in the U.S. contained very little 
in the way of local events. These newspapers were 
focused entirely on international, national and po-
litical events that have little or no genealogical val-
ue. More local and personal accounts in newspa-
pers only began in about the mid-1800s. Most 
searchers think of only marriages and obituaries, 
but the local tidbits about family visits and people 
moving and other events may also be useful clues 
for research. 
The Weekly Roundabout. [volume] (Frankfort, Ky.), May 
29, 1880 

 

Daily public ledger. [volume] (Maysville, Ky.), March 06, 
1905 

 

Teaching Family by David Adams 

It’s November and our thoughts turn to Thanksgiving 
Day. The children look forward to a short week of 
school. The football fans look for the full day of football 
games. For many families, it’s a time to get together 
and visit. In this valley containing Las Vegas, Hender-
son, and North Las Vegas, many families have one or 
more members working in the hospitality or healthcare 
industries so they may be working. Shoppers look for 
“Black Friday” and “Cyber Monday” deals. 

When I was growing up in southern New Hampshire, I 
remember visiting with cousins we didn’t see during 
the year. My parents probably helped negotiate a 
standard Thanksgiving Day schedule. The result was 
that our family settled down to two full Thanksgiving 
dinners each year. On Thursday, Thanksgiving Day, we 
took our portion of the food and want to Grandmother 
Ellis’ house. This dinner involved Grandmother Ellis, her 
sister Mary Whitcomb, Grandmother’s five children, 
five spouses of those children, and about twelve grand-
children. Since there were essentially six families pool-
ing food, there was plenty of it and lots of variety. Then 
on the Saturday following Thanksgiving Day, we assem-
bled at Grandfather Adams’ house for another get-
together. This involved Grandfather and Grandmother 
Adams, their three children, three spouses, and eleven 
grandchildren. 

Both of these celebrations above are similar to many 
other family get-togethers. But the first Thanksgiving 
was celebrated by the Pilgrims and Indians at harvest 
time in 1621. The pilgrims arrived in the Mayflower in 
December 1620 and struggled through a hard winter 
with limited food. The next year, more Pilgrims arrived 
and collectively they got a good harvest. The celebra-
tion went on for three days in October 1621 and in-
cluded about 53 Pilgrims and 90 Indians. 

It would be appropriate to write a short story describ-
ing your celebration for your journal, or to be passed 
down to your children and grandchildren. If you have 
visitors and you want to create a digital video of some 
family stories, call the library and make an appoint-
ment to use the Heritage Room. 

Make it a memorable Thanksgiving by writing it down. 

LVFSL Training—November Classes—The LVFSL 
class schedule will accompany emailed newsletters, can be ob-
tained at the LVFS Library or be downloaded from our website:  
http://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org 

http://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org


Finding Family by Linda Coble  

When we are the last one standing and asked to 
write an obituary 
My only sibling, Jim McDaniel, died in October and in 
a phone conversation with the funeral director he 
asked if I would like to write the obituary “since you 
are a genealogist.”  I sent a copy to family members 
asking for any editing suggestions. This is not some-
thing I had envisioned doing as I took classes and did 
genealogy research. Even though I did a quick 
peek  at an article on how to write an obituary to 
make sure I included all pertinent information in an 
acceptable form, it flowed quickly. You may be called 
upon in the future to write an obituary for a family 
member. 

James Glen McDaniel, 74, 
passed away Monday, 
October 21, 2019 at a 
nursing home in Camer-
on, Missouri, where he 
had been a resident for 
several years. Jim was 
born in St. Joseph’s Hospi-

tal in Kansas City, Missouri on February 22, 1945, the 
son of Glen McDaniel and Irene Seelinger McDaniel. 
He attended Brick Monroe Elementary School and 
Liberty High School in Liberty, Missouri and was an 
engineering student at the Rolla School of Mines. He 
worked at the former Leeds Chevrolet plant in Kansas 
City. 

As a child, he had the opportunity to explore several 
acres of timber and a small creek behind the family 
home on the outskirts of Liberty. He and his sister 
Linda spent hours during cold winter days or hot and 
humid summer afternoons playing games of Authors, 
Old Maid, Sorry and Checkers. He also spent a lot of 
his time on the swing set his dad built when Jim was 

about four. Jim took the paintbrush and used some of 
the silver paint to paint a stripe down the back of his 
sister’s cat, having seen skunks at a distance on their 
property. Old radio shows provided entertainment 
until the family got a black and white television when 
he was about ten. Jim was a Junior Deputy Sheriff, 
Cub Scout and 4-H Club member. He won a blue rib-
bon for his chocolate chip cookies at the county level. 

While in the eighth grade, Jim entered a contest by 
Beech Nut gum and used the name Dochew for the 
advertising puppet. He was one of 50 national win-
ners and won a trip for two to the nightime Dick 
Clark show where he met Dick Clark and several pop 
singing stars. 

Jim was preceded in death by his father Glen McDan-
iel in 1969 and his mother Irene Seelinger McDaniel 
in 1982. He is survived by his sister Linda McDaniel 
Coble and nephew James Coble of Las Vegas, his 
niece Melissa (Erik) Coble Vick of Penfield, New York. 
He also has Missouri cousins including Roma Seel-
inger Welch of Adrian and Gerald Seelinger of Seda-
lia. 

Jim’s family goes back many generations on both 
sides of the family. During the last two years his sis-
ter, a volunteer at the Las Vegas Family Search Li-
brary, provided genealogy information showing that 
Jim was related to 41 US Presidents, a number of 
movie and television stars, as well as many entertain-
ers such as Elvis Presley who Jim met in 1962 in the 
lobby of the Memphian Theater where Elvis watched 
movies after hours when he was home in Memphis 
between making movies himself. 

A short memorial graveside service will be held on 
Tuesday, November 5 at 10:00 AM, at Oak Hill Ceme-
tery (Seelinger Southwest area) in Butler, Missouri. 
Church-Archer-Pasley Funeral Home of Liberty is han-
dling arrangements. 

OLD NEWSPAPERS  (continued) 

More and more newspapers are being digitized. One 
of the best sources of these digitized newspapers for 
the U.S. is Chronicling America. https://

chroniclingamerica.loc.gov This is a free site by the 
Library of Congress and is an ongoing project to dig-
itize more old newspapers every year. 

Check out https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/
United_States_Newspapers for an extensive list of 
sites and https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/
Digital_Historical_Newspapers for a wonderful list 
international digitized newspapers. Good Hunting. 


