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Directors’ Message by  Castle and Lee Nishimoto 
 

September 26, 2016, marks the 50th year since our Library was 
formally organized in Las Vegas. Happy Birthday! We will be hold-
ing an Open house at the Library on September 27, 2016, from 
10:00 AM until 8:00 PM to commemorate this occasion. We in-
vite all who would like to just tour the Library, or search for a rel-
ative on our newly installed computers, or to access Premium 
websites for free which are not accessible at home. There is free 
parking in the rear of the building and no cost associated with 
attending our Open House. Please come and help us celebrate by 
helping you with your family history. Please download the flyer 
from our website at lvfamilysearchlibrary.org and invite those in 
your organizations. 
 

By way of update, all repairs and clean-up in connection with the 
July 25 fire at the Library has been completed. We thank our Fa-
cilities Management Office (FMO) staff for their prompt coordina-
tion in that effort. The damaged areas have been restored as if no 
fire had ever occurred. 
 

Fifty- three new computers were installed by Church Information 
Technology (IT) specialists on Aug 1 and 2, followed by training 
for Library workers Aug 3. The new computers are virtual work-
stations and feature Windows 10. Feedback from those trained 
advised that the new system is quite easy to use and more user 
friendly than the replaced one. We express heartfelt appreciation 
to Mauricio Silveira, our Library IT specialist, who had worked 
tirelessly before, during, and after the installations. We are truly 
fortunate to have the caliber of expertise held by Mauricio.   

 

On August 17, Arthur Johnson, Manager, Work Force Training, 
Family History Department, visited our Library as part of his trip 
to visit the St George, UT, and the Los Angeles, CA, FamilySearch 
Libraries (FSLs). His purpose was to impart the direction of family 
history work by the Church, and to gather training and operation-
al procedures being implemented at the 3 libraries. We were 
pleased to find that we are on par with the other 13 FSLs, and in 
some training areas ahead of the other libraries thanks to Sandy 
Jackson, Lee Nishimoto, and all those who instruct patron classes. 
To assist Brother Johnson in developing standardized training for 
all FSLs, he was given a copy of our training curriculum developed 
by Sandy.  Brother Johnson greatly appreciated receiving the 
training curriculum and advised being impressed with the caliber 
of our Library workers complimenting them on their feedback 
during the meetings held with him. Many thanks and great appre-
ciation to those who attended the meetings. 
 

Since assuming the role as Directors at the end of May, there 
have been a number of personnel changes. We reluctantly say 
goodbye and express great appreciation for the service provided 
by Gail Gibbs, Brandon Hinton, Sirrell Hart, Marylou McClellan, 
Colleen Perry, Gerald Ranger, Marilyn Selfaison, Diana Sorrells, 
Lisa Stoner, and Norman Walker. They will be sorely missed!  We 
welcome back Rich and Sharon Haubrich, and also new workers 
Eme Gardner, Ryan Kennedy, and Paula Stewart. Elder Ryan is 
serving as a Youth Church Service Missionary and comes to us 
with significant computer skills. 
 

Continuing from last month’s comments concerning those who 
fought in World War II, Elder Nishimoto’s father, Arthur Nishimo-
to, who celebrated his 93rd birthday this past month, served in 
the famed US Army 442nd Regimental Combat Team (RCT) con-
sisting of 3,000 Americans of Japanese Ancestry (AJA) or more 
commonly referred to as Nisei (Japanese for 2nd generation) sol-
diers. He was one of the original 3,000 and survived in the unit 
through to the end of the war. The legacy of the 442nd RCT to 
their children (Sansei or 3rd generation) and grandchildren 
(Yonsei or 4th generation) was one of loyalty to country no 
matter the cost. When asked to serve, 10,000 volunteered. In 
spite of being forcefully removed from their homes and placed in 
relocation camps, they responded. Why? For the right to be 
called “Americans.” Today, some 70 years later, that legacy lives 
on among the Sansei, Yonsei, and Gosei (5th generation).   

To be continued…   

Mark Your Calendars 

Connie Price, Editor   

connieprice702@gmail.com 

September 3-5, 2016  Labor Day —LVFSL Closed 

September 22, 2016 
6:30 p.m. Thurs  

Family History Consultant Training 
Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 

September 23, 2016 
10:00 a.m. Fri 

Family History Consultant Training 
Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 

September 27, 2016 
10 a.m.—8 p.m. 

Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 
50th Anniversary Open House 

September 28, 2016  
7:00 p.m. Wed  

High Priest Group Leader Training 
Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 

October 1, 2016   General Conference—LVFSL Closed 

October 28-29, 2016 
FamilySearch, Host 

FamilyRoots Expo 2016, St. George, UT  
Dixie College Convention Center  

February 8-10, 2016 
http://10times.com/rootstech  

RootsTech 2016 
Salt Palace Convention Cntr, Salt Lake City, UT 

http://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org/
http://10times.com/rootstech
http://10times.com/saltlakecity-us/conferences


Genealogy Insights by Kerry and Rhomer Johnson 

Homer Grady Higgins and Temmie Katherine Dykes were married on 
the 13th day of June, 1913 at Quanah, Hardeman, Texas.  They are 
my maternal grandparents.  He was a cotton farmer and was blessed 
with 6 daughter’s to help him with the cotton pickin’ chores!  They 
were both wonderful grandparents living in the primitive style for 
much of their lives, with coal oil lamps to light their humble home, a 
cistern to draw their water from, a wood burning stove to cook on 
and to heat up the iron when the ironing was due, an outhouse for 
those cold winter mornings etc.   
Grandma Higgins was always the first one up, to cook a hardy break-
fast with homemade biscuits, bacon and eggs and homemade jams, 
etc. so that Gramp could go out and work hard in the fields each day, 
irrigating, plowing, hoeing, and all the other fun things that go on at 
a cotton farm.  Grandma Higgins loved to garden and had not only 
strawberries, fruit trees, and vegetables, but also grew some very 
lovely flowers to brighten up her home and garden.  She would 
make quilts, and also sewed dresses for her daughter’s and herself, 
often making them from the colorful flour sacks of the period.   
Gramp was an avid baseball fan and you could hear him enjoying a 
baseball game on the radio after they finally got some electricity in 
their home.  He was also a very good checker player and was never 
known to be beaten by any of his grandchildren.  He also loved to go 
deep sea fishing in Mexico with his son-in-laws and I have seen some 
pictures of the big fish that they caught.  He also was often found 
reading the bible.  Grandma was the best cook in the world, and 
made everything from scratch and the recipes were in her head.  She 
could make the best peach cobbler and always had spiced peaches 
on the table that she had bottled with whole cloves in them.  When 
she would cook a chicken, she did not go to a supermarket and get a 
cut up chicken or even a whole one, but would go out and select on 
from the farm yard and do it all the old fashioned way.   
Grandma probably never weighed a hundred pounds in her whole 
life while Gramp was a pretty good sized man.  She was born in Tex-
as and lived her whole life there and spoke as a Texan.  She was fond 
of saying that she was a “fixin” to do whatever her next task might 
be, “I’m fixin to warsh the clothes, 
or I’m fixen to go to town.”  She 
always called fresh milk “sweet 
milk”.   I suppose that it was sweet 
compared to buttermilk. 
They celebrated their 50th anniver-
sary on 28 June 1963.  I was not 
able to attend that grand occasion 
as I was serving in the Army at the 
time.  I was very fortunate to have 
such a good example in my grand-
parents.  My wife and I were mar-
ried on the 19th of November 1966, 
just 3 years after their 50th. 

Finding Family by Linda Coble 
 

Surprising Facts 
Let’s go beyond the usual vital statistics and get down to the eve-
ryday, nitty, gritty details of life for our ancestors.  A great free 
site is Chronicling America which is Historic American Newspa-
pers in the Library of Congress.  I never met my maternal grand-
father, Herman Seelinger, who died 18 years before I was born, 
but now I know that he liked to fish.  From a 1917 newspaper 
item in The Butler (Missouri) Weekly Times:  “Frank Golladya, 
Herman Seelinger, Dr Bernent, and Ray Sturgeon spent Saturday 
night camping on the Miami.  The boys caught a nice mess of 
catfish and put them, safely, as they thought, in the river and 
retired to sleep and to dream of their morning feast, but Mr. Tur-
tle beat them to it.” 
I also learned from a March 1917 issue that “The Herman Seel-
inger family are under quarantine.  One of the girls has scarlet 
fever and has been quite sick, but is better.”  My mother was one 
of his girls but I never heard her mention this.  In a 1916 issue it 
said that Herman’s wife, Addie Belle, had six children down with 
the measles.  Another issue mentioned that Herman had harvest-
ed 80 bushels of potatoes.  This reminds me of my mother saying 
that her mother, Addie Belle, put potatoes in the oven to bake 
early in the morning during winter and when the children left for 
school they would put a hot potato in each pocket to keep their 
hands warm on the long walk to the country school.  At noon 
they would eat the potato. 
Without these gossipy columns in a small town paper, I would 
never have known these things about my family.  Hearing about 
“Mr. Turtle”  added a special touch to the family history. 

Someday by Linda Coble 

On August 12th a special message appeared on Facebook from cousin Chris Berry which said, "You know what I 
like most about FB?  Keeping up with family and friends from afar.  Even more exciting is to find long lost fami-
ly...I was thrilled yesterday to connect with a long lost cousin on mom's side of the family...thankful Rosi Lea Tuck 
searched and found us!"  Rosi was the baby girl of one of my cousins, born just over 50 years ago.  Due to circum-
stances in her family she was removed from the parental home and adopted by a loving family.  Rosi's husband 
does some genealogy and worked until he was able to make the connection.  Thank goodness she connected 
with us now as some of us are in our seventies and some cousins and uncles have already passed away.  Now we 
have the opportunity to get acquainted with the little lost lamb who has been restored to the fold.  

Helpful Websites from Sandy Jackson  
 

Ancestry’s 1890 Census Substitute 

“The 1890 U.S. census was largely destroyed in a fire in the U.S. 
Commerce Building in 1921. Only the records of 6,160 people 
survived, and they are among the records in this collection.  An-
cestry has supplemented those records with other records, in-
cluding state censuses, city and county directories, voter lists, and 
alumni directories from 1890 and surrounding years. Use this col-
lection to locate your ancestors, and then branch out to other 
records they may have left behind in nearby churches, cemeter-
ies, and in civil records.”  Ancestry.com  You can find this valuable 
collection by typing in their URL address:  
Search.ancestry.com/search/group/1890census  
And more help with Census of Ireland 1901/1911 and Census frag-
ments and substitutes 1821-1851  
http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie/    

http://search.ancestry.com/search/group/1890census
http://www.census.nationalarchives.ie/

