
Directors’ Message by  Castle and Lee Nishimoto   
 

We begin this month’s message with our heartfelt grati-
tude to Michael and Linda Reese, Denise Pfau, David Ka-
luna, and Adam Zobrist for their dedicated service at the 
Library. We greatly appreciate the sacrifice of their time 
and efforts as well as their contributions to the Library. 
We welcome Bill and Kathy Chenoweth, Tom and Holly 
Andrews, and Elder Joey Fotheringham. We appreciate 
their willingness to serve and look forward to working 
with them.  

Our operating hours have changed. The Library will close 
at 8:00 p.m. instead of 9:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Wednes-
day, and Thursday evenings beginning March 5, 2019. 
We will, however, remain open past 8:00 p.m. for any 
adult/youth groups who would like to use the Library on 
those evenings. Thank you very much for your under-
standing of this new schedule. 

As you may be aware, FamilySearch is digitizing the 
church’s microfilm collection with a completion target 
date of December 2020. As such, we are returning all of 
our films which have been digitized to FamilySearch. We 
estimate that approximately 13,500 film rolls will be 
shipped by March 5. We will retain those films 
(approximately 2,000) which have not been digitized to 
be accessible to our patrons. 

We take this opportunity to express gratitude to those 
American heritage societies who use our Library. Alt-
hough not necessary, all have made donations for which 
we are very appreciative. One donation received from 
the Colonial Dames of the 17th Century was the Ameri-
can flag complete with pole, base, and eagle. We also 
express appreciation for donations by individuals. Rest 
assured that all donations received are judiciously used 
to assist patrons find their ancestors. 

 

 

We close our message this month with a quote from 
President Thomas S. Monson, which can pertain to fami-
ly history: 

“Never let a problem to be solved become 
more important than a person to be loved. 
Friends move away, children grow up, loved 
ones pass on. It’s so easy to take others for 
granted until that day when they’re gone from 
our lives and we are left with feelings of “what 
if” and “if only.” 

May we always seek to treasure our familial relation-
ships before they are gone, and with them the precious 
experiences which may be the difference in our lives. 
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Mark Your Calendars 

March 22, 2019 

10:30 p.m. Fri  

Ward Temple and Family History Consultant Training 

Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 

March 28, 2019 

6:30 p.m. Thur 

Ward Temple and Family History Consultant Training 

Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 

July 2019 BYU Family History Conference  Provo, UT 
https://familyhistory.ce.byu.edu  

Feb 26—29, 2020 RootsTech 2020 Salt Palace Convention Cntr,  
Salt Lake City, UT      http://rootstech.org 

LVFSL Training March Classes 
 

The LVFSL class schedule will accompany emailed news-
letters, can be obtained at the LVFS Library or be downloaded 
from our website:  http://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org 

New Family History Discovery Experiences 
on FamilySearch.org  February 25, 2019 By Sunny Morton 

Your family history starts with you. Record your own stories 
and discover more about your loved ones with these new Dis-
covery Experiences on FamilySearch.org. 

You are one of a kind—and your family’s stories are unique, 
too. FamilySearch now makes it easier than ever to get started 
with family history and connect with your past. Just start with 
yourself. 

All About Me 

Discover things you may not even know about yourself and 
your history with the All About Me discovery experience.  You 
can see how the world has changed (or hasn’t) since you were 
born. Explore the top news stories for your birth year, learn 
what the latest technologies were, and even how much it cost 
to go to the movies.  

Record My Story 
There’s something special about the sound of your own voice. 
It’s even more special when you’re telling your own stories. 
Stories—memories, thoughts and feelings—are how we con-
nect to each other. Use Record My Story on FamilySearch.org 
to capture and preserve your memories and your family’s sto-
ries. It’s easy! Choose from one of three options: 

https://familyhistory.ce.byu.edu/
http://10times.com/saltlakecity-us/conferences
http://rootstech.org
http://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org
https://www.familysearch.org/blog/en/author/smorton/
https://www.familysearch.org/en/?cid=bl-fsup-8420
https://www.familysearch.org/discovery/about?cid=bl-fsup-8421
https://www.familysearch.org/discovery/record/select?cid=bl-fsup-8422


Research Helps by Lee Nishimoto 

FAMILY HISTORY IS AN ADVENTURE. 

It is more than just names and dates.  If possible visit the 
places and homes where your ancestors lived.  Find the his-

tory of the place at the time your family was living there. 
 

In 2002, there was opportunity to visit an ancestral home 
built in 1804 in Lindale, Ohio.  As I drove by the house there 
was a FOR SALE-ACREAGE sign in front. Were they selling 
the house or just some land?   Awkwardly I explained to the 

owner that my family, genera-
tions ago, were the builders of 
the home.  To my surprise, she 
was excited to know more 
about the estate.   And yes, she 
was selling the house and all 
the land, which was only about 

20 acres of what had been 
hundreds of acres.  It was 
now a thoroughbred horse 
farm with stables, a lake and 
grazing land.  I had acquired 
a picture of this house in the 

1880s from a relative.  The house 
with the gates and fencing seemed 
much more elegant then.  The car-
riage house was now a four-car gar-
age and equipment storage with a 3-
bedrrom apartment on the second 
floor for the caretaker.  A large pool 
and double tennis courts had been 
added.   

The owner graciously gave me a full 
tour of the house.  A huge hand-
hewn beam, at least 12 inches 
square, in the ceiling and original 

wood floors were visible in the kitchen area. Off of the 
kitchen under steep stairs was a cupboard but the owners 
had found that there was a false wall and small hidden 
room behind. 
 

There was one more thing the owner insisted that I must 
see, the basement.  It had been raining for many days, but 
this large basement almost 200 years-old with a slab-stone 
foundation was bone dry.  All the way in the back to the left 
and to the right were large cement patches.   The owner 
explained that they had sealed the tunnels.  This house add-
ed to my ancestors stories. They were part of the Under-
ground Railroad.  The tunnels connected to other buildings 
on the property with hidden compartments to hide runa-
way slaves.  This house was only 5 miles from the Ohio Riv-
er.  Lindale though not more than a simple intersection 
now, was a major stop on the Underground Railroad in the 
early 1800s.  Oh, if those walls could talk.    
 

Walk in your ancestors footsteps.  Enjoy the adventure.   

Finding Family by Linda Coble  
 

How much history is in a snapshot? 
 

This is my cousin Annabelle with the chickens in 1947. The 
year was written on the back of the photo.  The barn with 
her father’s Whippet automobile inside is on the left and 
the chicken house on the right.  I remember riding in that 
car a couple of times. There was a crank on the front, the 
paint was green, and the seats were tan.  I found a great 
photo of one like it on Google Images. 
 

Her dress was actually her Girl 
Scout Uniform which I later inherit-
ed.  My mother had to alter the 
dress because Annabelle was taller 
but any official uniform was OK, no 
matter the year, so I wore it proud-
ly and earned a number of badges 
for the sleeves.  I also inherited her 
Girl Scout Handbook. 
 

We ran this photo through the 
scanner at the Las Vegas Family 
Search Library and enhanced 
it.  This black and white photo 
looked like it was taken on an over-

cast day, and we didn’t expect much, but with the en-
hancement process we could see the pattern of the chick-
en feathers and I was able to find the breed online.  The 
chickens are Plymouth Rock, one of the most popular 
breeds in the country at that time. Sometimes my Aunt 
Dawn would take me to the chicken house with her to 
gather eggs. We stayed with the family during the spring 
of 1948 while our house was being built and I was in the 
second grade at the Adrian Elementary School. 
 

Annabelle graduated from eighth grade in May 1945 and 
the first Girl Scout Troop was organized in Adrian, Missouri 
in September 1945.  When I attended a family reunion in 
2014 I stayed with a cousin in Adrian and we found a pho-
to of Annabelle and the Girl Scout Troop at Crescent Lake 
in a centennial book titled ADRIAN: Our Home Town 1880-
1980, published by the Optimist International. By calling 
around in the small town my cousin Roma found that the 
bank still had three copies in a box in their storeroom so 
we promptly drove down and I was able to purchase a 
copy.  It also contains some history of the family, written 
by my Aunt Dawn, that I did not know. History can be 
found in some unusual places. 


