
 

 

 
Family History Happenings 

Directors’ Message by  Castle and Lee Nishimoto   
 

March was a great month for family history given 
the RootsTech 2018 Conference. The vision of our 
church general authorities is truly inspiring. Of sig-
nificance is the “discover, gather, and connect” in-
troduced at the Conference. We encourage you to 
explore the implications of these simple but pro-
found words at rootstech.org, lds.org, fami-
lysearch.org, and/or ldschurchnews.com. We experi-
ence the joy of discovering our ancestors, the bless-
ings of gathering them through temple ordinances, 
and the connecting which takes place as we learn of 
the “circumstances and personal values that shaped 
them.” We whole-heartedly encourage you to review 
past General Conference addresses on family history 
and genealogy, particularly the address given by 
President Henry B. Eyring in the Saturday morning 
session of the April 2017 Conference. A marvelous 
work is truly being accomplished in our day. 

Thank you very much for your patience with the ren-
ovation of the staircase leading from the Main Floor 
to the Lab Room. The construction took longer than 
anticipated due to unforeseen structural issues 
when trying to remodel an old building. The renova-
tion has lessened the incline of the stairway thus 
making easier for you as well as our workers to use. 

We bid farewell to Suzanne Covington, Heidi Elkhill, 
Vicki Scott, and Joann Shields. They have served with 
distinction and we are grateful for their friendship as 
well. We welcome David Kaluna and three Youth 
Church Service Missionaries: Elders Hunter Rogers, 
Jacob Sproul, and Bryan Stokes. We now have four 
YCSMs working at the Library. David Kaluna brings 
Hawaiian genealogy experience to the Library. 

Again, we extend the invitation to visit the Library. It  

 

is true that much can be accomplished at home as 
more and more records are becoming available 
online. However, we can assist by showing you more 
resources in finding ancestors and doing it more effi-
ciently. 

 
 

LVFSL Training April Classes  
 
 
 

The LVFSL class schedule will accompany emailed news-
letters, can be obtained at the LVFS Library or be download-
ed from our website:  http://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org 
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Research Helps by Lee Nishimoto 

 

WATCH OUT FOR NICKNAMES 

One of the complications we may find in tracing our family 
members is the use of nicknames.  The names of my grand-
father’s relatives as I knew them did not match what I found 
later in the records.  Everyone called my grandfather’s half-
sister “Ted”. For me it was “Aunt Ted”. Her name was not 
Theodora. When I was an adult I found that her name was 
really Clara Alberta, but why “Ted”?   Here’s the answer. 
Clara was raised in a family with 4 half-brothers, and 4 
brothers. Her only half-sister was married and gone when 
she was an infant. So, Clara was raised with 8 boys. At some 
point the boys decided she needed to be part of the 
“brotherhood” and from then on she was called “Ted” and 
she used that name all her life.  Also, her youngest brother 
everyone called “Jack”. Jack is usually a nickname for John, 
but his real name, I came to find, was Robert Fredrick. No 
one ever called him Rob or Bob, just Jack. 

I also found a box of old letters from my mother’s 
home.  The envelope was addressed to my mother before 
she was married.  The letter started “Dear Bagley”. My 
mother’s name was Edna. Who was Bagley?  My mother had 
three older sisters. They knew that Edna found old Mr. Bag-
ley creepy, so they called her that to be annoying  older sis-
ters. 

In my teen years, we were at a local cemetery and my grand-
father asked me to find the grave of his “Aunt Binie”.  She 
had married a Lillick. He did not know her real name, only 
“Binie”. I finally found the grave of Maria Lillick and her hus-
band. That was “Binie”. 

Many times nicknames are recorded as the real name be-
cause research in primary records was not done.  Nicknames 
were often used among family and friends, but real names 
were used in official records. Watch out for nicknames and 
seek out the real names. 

Good Hunting. 

http://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org


Finding Family by Linda Coble  
 

 

From FamilySearch Blog 
 

Comparing your photo to your ancestors' photos 
 

With the Compare-a-Face experience on FamilySearch.org, 
you can upload your selfie and compare it to the portrait pho-
tos of six generations of your ancestors in Family Tree. You 
can also upload photos of other ancestors or relatives to 
compare them to your selfie. 
When you upload a selfie or image to the Compare-a-Face 
experience, the image is saved just for the comparison so 
that you can view again later. No one else will be able to view 
the images you upload or the comparisons. The photos are 
not saved as a memory and will not appear in your gallery. 
You can delete the selfie and comparison at any time.  
Steps 
Go to FamilySearch.org/discovery/compare. 
1. Click Upload a photo. 

2. Find a photo of you, and click Open. 

3. Wait while your photo is analyzed. The matches are 

listed in order from the closest to the farthest. 
4. Click a photo to do the following: 
 

• See a percentage that represents how close the match is 
between you and your ancestor's selfie. 

• Learn more about that ancestor. 

• Add a memory about that ancestor. 

• To compare your uploaded photo to another photo that 
you have, do the following: 

 

5. Scroll to the bottom of the screen. 

6. Click Add a picture of a family member. 

7. Find the photo on your computer or phone, and 

click Open. 

8. If you want to save this photo to your FamilySearch 

memories gallery, click Would you like to save this photo to 
FamilySearch?  

9. Click Start my comparison. Note: A numeric figure is dis-

played indicating the percentage of similarity that the facial 
recognition software found between portraits. 

10. If you desire, click Who is this to add the name and other 

information about the person. 

 

When we are the family member found 
 

It all started with a message on Facebook Messenger in 
early March which I ignored for a couple of days because I 
didn’t recognize the name.  Since the last name was the 
same as some distant cousins I finally opened the message 
and found that it was from a public administrator in my 
home state, asking if I was a relative.  She gave my broth-
er’s name. I haven’t seen him since our mother died in a 
house fire in 1982 while he was at work. I’ve often won-
dered if he was OK and would occasionally check the So-
cial Security Death Index to see if he was still 
alive.  Apparently he was in an assisted living center in 
2005, moved to a care center in 2010, and in the current 
care center since 2016. The court guardian has been 
searching for me since she took over his case five years 
ago. Both my maiden name and married name are on my 
Facebook page and that’s how she found me. 
 

At least he is still alive, in a safe place, and being cared for, 
but he is very depressed now and rarely gets out of 
bed.  So sad. The guardian suggested some cards to him 
would be helpful. Our mother’s photos and memorabilia 
were destroyed in the fire as well as his personal items.  I 
do not have an extensive amount of photos but I am going 
to print them out and include them in letters. I’m also 
finding images of childhood games we played together, 

like Cootie, Old Maid, Authors, Sor-
ry and Monopoly.  I can send stories 
I’ve written about where we lived, 
our parents, grandparents, cousins, 
and the old 
radio shows 

we listened to. I even found a high 
school yearbook photo of him on 
Ancestry and sent it to him.  My 
brother is the shy little guy in over-
alls, holding my hand. 

New archived records are published on 
FamilySearch every week to help you 
find your ancestors. This month, millions 
of new records from France and the 
United States were published along with 

millions more from around the world.  29 different coun-
tries were represented in March’s newly published records.  
Search these new free records by clicking on the record re-
lease announcements from March: 
 

New Historic Records on FamilySearch: Week of March 5, 2018 
New Historic Records on FamilySearch: Week of March 12, 2018 
New Historic Records on FamilySearch: Week of March 22, 2018 
New Historic Records on FamilySearch: Week of March 26, 2018 

Mark Your Calendars 

Apr 26, 2018 

6:30 p.m. Thurs  

Family History Consultant Training 

Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 

Apr 27, 2018 

10:00 a.m. Fri 

Family History Consultant Training 

Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 

May 2-5, 2018 
Grand Rapids, MI 

National Genealogical Society      NGS Family History Confer-
ence 
http://conference.ngsgenealogy.org  

Aug 22-25, 2018 
Fort Wayne, IN 

Federation of Genealogical Societies(FGS) National Conference 
https://fgs.org/cpage.php?pt=43 

Feb 27-Mar2, 2019 RootsTech 2018 Salt Palace Convention Cntr, Salt Lake City, UT 
http://rootstech.org 

http://familysearch.org/discovery/compare
https://media.familysearch.org/new-historic-records-on-familysearch-week-of-march-5-2018/
https://media.familysearch.org/new-historic-records-on-familysearch-week-of-march-12-2018/
https://media.familysearch.org/new-historic-records-on-familysearch-week-of-march-22-2018/
https://media.familysearch.org/new-historic-records-on-familysearch-week-of-march-26-2018/
http://conference.ngsgenealogy.org
https://fgs.org/cpage.php?pt=43
http://10times.com/saltlakecity-us/conferences
http://rootstech.org

