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Assistant Director’s Message by DeWayne McCormick 

Take Time for Training  

General George S. Patton once said 
“the more you sweat in peace, the 
less you bleed in war”.  Taking a 
literary license, one could also say 
“the more you train in peace, the 
better you perform in war”.  
Consistent training prepares us well 
for many things.  The discipline of 
physical training and a healthy diet 
(sweat) keeps our bodies healthier as 
we age (war).  I think we can apply 
this same rule to family history. 

A correct foundation is required for a building to withstand the 
forces that may be applied to it and the same is true of family 
history research.  It is important that the information one records is 
accurate before proceeding to the next generation.  If one builds 
part of their family tree when, for example, their second great 
grandfather was “probably” a specific individual, they may well be 
building a house of cards not a family tree.   

If indeed it was the wrong individual, everyone in the tree after that 
person would not be an ancestor at all and the research after that 
individual would have been in vain.  One of the ways to avoid this 
pitfall is to have a good knowledge of how to research.  You  can get 
this knowledge by being trained on genealogy software and 
research techniques.  This training is available for FREE at the Las 
Vegas FamilySearch Library. 

Starting in 2014, we plan to increase the number of classes we offer 
to average 4 training classes each day we are open.  This will cover 
a wide variety of topics and parts of it will change monthly.  There 
will be classes on FamilySeach Family Tree, RootsMagic software, 
Ancestry.com, Findagrave.com, BillionGraves.com, Guide to DNA 
Testing, Creating a Family Website, Immigration & Emigration, On-
line Books, Legacy software, Researching with Google, Writing Life 
Stories and many other helpful subjects. 

Take the time to train yourself (sweat) to better perform when 
doing your research (war) and adding to your family history.  You 
can find the list of classes each month on our website at 
www.lasvegasfsl.org, then click Handouts and Classes, and then 
Classes for 2013 or 2014. 

A Family Heritage Room 
The Las Vegas FamilySearch Library staff is excited to announce a 
new opportunity for family activities at the library.  We have 
redecorated and refurnished the large and historic old Bishop's 
office for use by families as they work together to preserve their 
family history.  The room will be available to families on a 

reservation basis beginning January 2014.   Call and reserve a time 
for your family.  

LVFSL Training 
Las Vegas FamilySearch Library December Classes 
https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Las_Vegas_Nevada_FHC/Class_Schedule 

Helpful Websites from Sandy Jackson 

Early Latter-Day Saints 
The website, EarlyLDS.com, lets you search most of the Nauvoo 

databases.  There are lots of things on this site, including an app 

called Crossroads to the West, Mormon Pioneer Cemeteries, 

Mormon Places, which you 

can put on your mobile 

device and download a 

number of different 

databases.  Check it out if 

you haven't done already.   

Indexing Info from Tom Jackson 

At this time of year when we all reflect on our blessings: especially 
the gift of the Savior to us all; I would like to offer my sincere and 
humble thanks for each and every one of you who has in any way 
aided, abetted or inspired me to do the work we do.  It has been 
almost three years since I first stepped thought the doors to 
become a missionary.  Those three years have been filled with 
camaraderie, friend ship, brotherhood and sisterhood.  I have 
basked in the glow of your smiles; the job I see in each of your 
countenances each day; the loving respect you give to not only 
your fellow workers but to your leaders and to the Savior who, 
after all, is the reason we do all we do.  When I go to the temple 
each Wednesday, I am greeted by those of you who also give of 
your time there.  Surely we are a blessed people; blessed beyond all 
measure.  I would be remiss if I did not mention the sterling, 
dedicated work performed by our beloved director.  He stepped 
into a swamp comparable to Nauvoo and, just like the Saints of that 
era; he set out to and has cleaned up the swamp and started 
building a beautiful, glorious library.  What a job and I have never 
heard him complain once about the hours, the rotating staff, the 
no-shows and the naysayers.  I realize  there is not much here 
about indexing, in fact nothing at all but I felt a need to express my 
love for all of you and let you know how much I have appreciated 
being with and around you.  You are the highlight of my week every 
day.  (Okay, Sandy.  You know you are the light of my life and I 
know you will let me get away with saying things a little differently.)  
I cannot bid farewell to this wonderful year without thanking my 
“boss” for her patience, kindness and long suffering with regards to 
my efforts on behalf of the cataloging effort.  She truly is a giant 
among us and it is my privilege to have worked with her.  

 MERRY CHRISTMAS 

http://www.lasvegasfsl.org/
https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Las_Vegas_Nevada_FHC/Class_Schedule
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001xO4LEdktjnT4opa3FRR5VZUywHv7CuHIPoW7hLnLDntE2atfY48FuLJEaMSCIT3iF194_jlKeUwaiz8y0GDXOjlRu_zqG6QC8t7IA70MNHwOg85ZOe7vlA==


Mark Your Calendars 
 LV FamilySearch Library Closed            14-31 Dec 2013 
 Family History Conferences      2014 
http://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Upcoming_Conferences 

 Rootstech   https://rootstech.org/      6-8 Feb 2014 
 BYU Family History Conference    29 Jul-1 Aug 2014 

https://ce.byu.edu/cw/cwgen/   

Changes in FamilySearch Family Tree 
by DeWayne McCormick 
 View Person Card when Linking a Photo to Family Tree

 In Family Tree, a Person Card shows a summary of 
the person’s information (name, birth and death 
information, etc.) You can now view this view while you 
are linking a person’s photo to Family Tree.  This 
change also simplifies the process of getting to that 
person’s record in Family Tree. You can click: Pedigree, 
Person, Unlink, Sources, Photos, Discussions or Stories.  
The Unlink icon appears only if you are viewing a photo 
that you uploaded. You cannot currently unlink a photo 
that you didn’t upload 

 Re-order Sources on the Person Page Hover your 
mouse over the source you want to move, and Up and 
Down arrows will appear to the right of that source 
allowing you to move the source to up or down one 
line.   

 Wording of the Tag Option  To associate a 
specific source with a vital event, you tag it. The 
wording of the option used to do this task has changed 
from “Tag” to “Tag Event” to be more descriptive. 

 Giving Feedback to FamilySearch  Scroll down 

to the footer, and click Feedback. 

 Photos and Stories Can be Found Using Google
 Google can now search the photos and stories on 
familysearch.org. 

 Badges Badges are now used to communicate useful 
information, like how many people are tagged in a 
photo or story, how many albums a photo or story is in, 
or how many stories are attached to a photo. 

 Link a Person to Family Tree by ID Number You 
can now link a person’s photo or story to his or her 

record in Family Tree using the ID number.  

 Redesigned Get Help Menu The Get Help has been 
redesigned to show the Help Center options so you can 
see what is available and find the type of help you want 
more quickly. 

Who’s Who at the LVFSL by Scherry Lesanto 

Errol Rasmussen is a tall quiet man with a great dry sense 
of humor. He was in the Army 1962 to 1979 working in 
computers. He enjoyed soft-ball and basketball, while he 
was in the Army, but most of all he enjoyed refereeing the 
games and writing a rule book.  Errol and his lovely, 
recently departed wife, Lynn, have a son Richard. He has 
worked in the David Copperfield’s Magic Show and now 

works making video games. Lynn and Errol worked in the 
Temple over 5 years and on a Church Education Systems 
Mission at UNLV. They traveled a lot after Errol retired.  
While Errol was serving in the US Army at Edgewood 
Arsenal in Maryland, Lynn took flying lessons. She was an 
aspiring private pilot. This was another thing that she and 
Errol shared. He has a commercial pilot multi-engine rating 
to fly planes though he has never flown with any airlines. A 
commercial airplane pilot must be able to operate a 
complex airplane. This takes dedication and a lot of hard 
work.  Errol knows what dedication is because he has been 
dedicated to being a high school sports referee/official for 
over 50 years. Even now he is the scorekeeper in basketball 
and volleyball here in Las Vegas. Errol now dedicates his 
time here at the library helping others. This is where he 
started, many years ago, refereeing basketball in this very 
building. So he has come full circle and is still enjoying life. 

Genealogy Insights by Gail Gibbs 

I come from a long line of mariners from Scotland on my father's 
side: ship's captains (both of his parental lines), ship owners, riggers, 
dock masters.  How can this be when I am afraid to even go on a 
cruise ship.   In 1998 my Sis and I went with Mom to England so she 
could show us where she was born in Leicester, Leicestershire.  Her 
father is from Nottingham.  Sis and I took a sleeper train to Aberdeen, 
Scotland, secured a bed & breakfast, and went to the genealogical 
society, visited the church where our Craigie ancestor was married 
and then went to a building where mariner records were kept.  We 
were able to find our ancestor, Alexander Craigie in the Lloyd's of 
London insurance records. He called his business "Craigie & 
Company". They ran the sherry trade from London to Cadiz, Spain. 
But why were they in London?  --a bit of history...the Clearances, 
when the Crown shut down all the seaports in Scotland our ancestor, 
and thousands of others, had to go to a port in England if they were 
to make a living.  London's East End was very fashionable and affluent 
but with the clearances and the influx of all those Scots with their 
brogue--guess you have seen the movie with Eliza Doolittle and 
Henry Higgins and the difficulty in understanding the pronunciation--
This was the time period when the rich left Poplar, Middlesex, 
England (East End) in moving vans and the Scots moved in with their 
wheelbarrows, living 2 to 3 families to a house and going to the 
London docks as day laborers along the Thames River to get work.  
Now I understand why free land in Canada or America was so 
exciting for my grandparents who took a homestead in Alberta and 
tried to make it work.  Unfortunately for them, the potatoes froze on 
the way to market and Grandpa signed up for WWI to get money for 
his family. They eventually came to the U.S. and Detroit, which is why 
I was born there.  This started out with mariners and turned into a 
history of a country and why my family immigrated but the point is:  
Everyone has a story!  Maybe you should write yours down or 
research the history of the country your ancestor came from. Maybe 
make a timeline for him.  What historical events occurred during your 
ancestor's lifetime.  Also there may be records about your ancestor's 
occupation, after all, governments loved to license and tax, and other 
companies made money by insuring ships.   --Until next time 
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https://rootstech.org/
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