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Directors’ Message by  Castle and Lee Nishimoto 
April marks the celebration of Easter, the resurrection of our Savior 
Jesus Christ. We join you in rejoicing in this most sacred event not 
only during this month but throughout the year as well. May we 
remember the words Jesus spoke to the sorrowing Martha and her 
reply as recorded in John 11:25-27.  

“25 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he 
that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: 26 
And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Be-
lievest thou this? 27 She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe that 
thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the 
world.” 

The month of March brought the unexpected challenge of the un-
announced closure of the Library twice during March 21 – 23 due 
to air conditioning issues. We sincerely apologize for those who 
traveled to the Library only to find that it had been closed. It was 
initially closed in the afternoon of the 21st due to excessive heat 
and scheduled to reopen on the 23rd. Upon returning on the 23rd, 
the system experienced start-up problems, so the Library was 
closed again in the afternoon of the 23rd. We now have air condi-
tioning and so much so that it is advisable to bring a sweater or a 
long-sleeved shirt. 

To remedy the situation of an unannounced closure, we will imme-
diately post a message on our telephone number (702-382-9695) 
and on our website https://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org/. Please 
check these two sources prior to traveling to the Library. Again, we 
sincerely apologize for the inconvenience experienced by those 
who traveled to the Library during the above closures.  

We continue to experience personnel changes. This past month we 
bade farewell to 7 of our workers: Croix Calvert, Ronald Haymore, 
Daniella Mera-Pray, Caroline Rogers, Connie Stevens, Karin Ward 
and Cynthia Watson. Thank you all very much for the dedication 
and great work performed at the Library! We wish you all well in 
your future activities. 

As mentioned in March’s newsletter, one of the goals of this Li-
brary is to assist patrons in finding ancestors. We accomplish this 
not only on an individual (one-on-one) basis, but on a group basis 
as well by conducting specific training within our capabilities for 
groups. Please contact the Library to determine how we may assist 
you and to schedule an appointment. We extend this invitation to 
our fellow genealogical societies in the Las Vegas Valley, Logan-

dale, and Pahrump areas as our facilities are open to any genealog-
ical societies for use as a group. Please call in advance to coordi-
nate the use of our Library. 

As always, our Library staff stands ready to assist church wards and 
stakes in temple and family history efforts.  The Library is con-
ducting classes on Family Tree and other topics pertinent to ward 
and stake consultants.  Please see the link on this newsletter to our 
monthly Class Schedule.  Should you desire a special training ses-
sion, please contact the Library to arrange for such.    
 

Library Historical Moments by  Wayne Stoker, Historian 

Before There Was a Family History Library–There Was a Li-
brary! 
After 25 years of microfilming records, the Genealogical Society of 
Utah (predecessor of the Family History Library) faced the problem 
of making this collection of records available to patrons, that could 
not travel to Salt Lake to access the collection.   In 1965 they an-
nounced they would open branch libraries in outlying loca-
tions.  Las Vegas was among the early Branch Libraries authorized, 
and opened as the Las Vegas Regional Genealogical Library in Sep-
tember 1966. 

Twenty-three years earlier, in 1943, the Moapa Stake Genealogical 
Committee began the serious collection of genealogical books, and 
chose a room in the Las Vegas First Ward Building at Clark and 
Ninth Street to house the collection, a place where local residents 
could come and research their ancestors.  In the early 1950's a 
genealogy club, named the “Family Researcher's Club” began 
meeting in the Las Vegas Public library, where a second collection 
of Genealogical books began to grow.  Soon the collection at the 
Clark and Ninth building was transferred to the City Library, which 
for many years was the hub of genealogical activity in Las Ve-
gas.  Many members of the Church joined with other members of 
the community to staff and operate the genealogical reference 
section at the City Library. 

After the Las Vegas Branch Library was opened in 1965, the entire 
genealogical collection at the City Library, which had grown signifi-
cantly over the years, and included the original book collection 
gathered by the Moapa Stake, was transferred to the new Las Ve-
gas Regional Genealogical Library on permanent loan. This collec-
tion included many linage books that had been donated to the city 
by the various linage societies.  This large collection of books, be-
came the nucleus of the collection now available for public use at 
the Las Vegas FamilySearch Library.  Sixty percent of the books 
now available at the Las Vegas Library are unique, and not availa-
ble elsewhere in the Family History Library System.  We are indebt-
ed to the early leaders of the Moapa Stake that had the foresight 
to begin collecting these valuable books in 1943.   

Mark Your Calendars 
Connie Price, Editor   

 

connieprice702@gmail.com Apr 1-2, 2017 LVFSL closed for LDS General Conference 

April 13, 2017 
7:00 p.m. Thurs  

High Priest Group Leader Training 
Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 

April 27, 2017 
6:30 p.m. Thurs  

Family History Consultant Training 
Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 

April 28, 2017 
10:00 a.m. Fri 

Family History Consultant Training 
Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 

May 15-19, 2017 
Germany, France, Switzer-
land, the Netherlands, 
Luxembourg, and Belgium.  

Western European Family History Conference 
Family History Library, Salt Lake City, UT 
In Person Registration:  http://bit.ly/2n6pdws* 
Webinar Registration (500 spots):  http://bit.ly/2m9m7Ye* 

May 10-13,2017 National Genealogical Society—Family History Lives Here 
Raleigh, NC     http://ngsgenealogy.org 

Feb 28-Mar3, 2018 RootsTech 2018 Salt Palace Convention Cntr, Salt Lake City, UT 
http://10times.com/rootstech 

April 2017 

https://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/western-european-family-history-conference-2017-in-person-attendee-registration-32271896110
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/western-european-family-history-conference-2017-in-person-attendee-registration-32271896110
http://ngsgenealogy.org
http://10times.com/saltlakecity-us/conferences
http://10times.com/rootstech


Research Helps by Lee Nishimoto 
 

COMBINED CATALOG SEARCHES 
 

The FamilySearch catalog is one of the most important tools in 
locating records.  This catalog can be searched in many ways. 
 

 
 

There are six “Search by” categories:  Place, Surname, Titles, 
Author, Subjects and Keywords.  What is not made clear is that 
some of these categories can be “combined” to make a search 
more focused.   
 

1. The “Surname” search can be combined with “Place” to 
narrow results to the family’s known location.  Example: 
Surname: “King” but you only want those for Place: 
“Virginia”.  This is especially useful for very common sur-
names. 

2. The “Author” search may be combined with “Keyword” to 
find titles by this author.  Example: Author “Hinshaw” com-
bined with Keyword “Quakers”.   This is very helpful when 
you remember that somewhere you noted a reference 
about a Hinshaw who published a lot of Quaker rec-
ords.  Here’s another note.  Maybe you can’t remember 
exactly the spelling of the author’s name.  If you can get at 
least the first three letters of the authors surname fol-
lowed by * ; like Hin*, with the Keyword “Quakers”, you 
should get results. 

3. Subject: “Dutch”  combined with Place: “New York” 
4. Surname: “Anderson”  Keyword: “Handcart” 
5. Surname: “Cox”    Keyword:  “Swede” 
6. Place: Yorkshire, England  Keyword: Ministers 
 

Combining these search categories may produce some inter-
esting results.  If your search gets no results, remove or change 
a category.  Note that only title surnames or chapter sections 
surnames are cataloged.   
 

Think what combinations you can use to focus your searches 
and find more family information.    

Helpful Websites by Sandy Jackson 

Searching Canadian Provinces 
“Each Canadian province has its own archives, separate from 
the Library and Archives Canada (which has its own website 
at www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng. Generally, you’ll find vital, tax, and 
certain land records among their holdings.  Many provincial 
archives have regional locations. Quebec, for example, has 
nine, so check to see which one holds the materials you 
need.” 

Finding Family by Linda Coble  
 

Walt Disney, the movies, and my mother during the Great De-
pression 
 

Missouri native Walt Disney 
learned animation while working 
at Kansas City Film Ad, a company 
which created movie advertising.  
Walt left to start his own business 
in 1922.  You know the rest of that 
story. 

Irene Seelinger (my mother) attended college two years in War-
rensburg before moving to Kansas City to begin work as an artist 
for Kansas City Film Ad.  She married Blen McDaniel in 1930, a 
year after the Great Depression began.  City directories and cen-
sus records show her continuous employment 1929-1940 at this 
company.  During the Great Depression movies were cheap en-
tertainment for a discouraged population and movie theaters 
sprang up everywhere. 
 

In 1931, my mother’s oldest sister Dawn, a 
farmer’s wife, had a baby girl, Annabelle, in 
the Butler, Missouri hospital.  Dawn and John 
had food on the farm, but not enough cash to 
pay the hospital bill.  Irene was making $10 a 
week and giving $5 to her widowed mother 
who had no income.  Glen was making $5 per 
week.  Together Irene and Glen managed to 
pay that hospital bill.   

 

Nearly 40 years later, when my husband was 
making only small sales commissions, we had a baby.  I walked 
down the gravel road to the line of mailboxes in rural Mississip-
pi.  There was a letter from my widowed aunt Dawn.  She en-
closed a check for the exact amount of that 1931 hospital bill 
my parents had paid.   
 

In April, Annabelle’s daughter, Leslie, is coming from Florida to 
Las Vegas and we’re meeting for lunch.  I’ll be sure to share this 
family story with her. 

LVFSL Training March Classes  
The LVFSL class schedule will accompany emailed newsletters, can be 
obtained at the LVFS Library or be downloaded from our website:  
http://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org 

http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng
http://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org

