
Directors’ Message by  Castle and Lee Nishimoto   
 

This past month has been filled with wonderful experi-
ences as members of the Library assisted two stakes 
with their Family History Day activities. We thank both 
Logandale and Blue Diamond Stakes for inviting us to 
participate in their programs. We met great people and 
were able to assist them in doing research, etc. 

Having said this, we would be more than willing to assist 
any stake with their Family History Day. We have work-
ers who specialize in FamilySearch and Ancestry re-
search; DNA; Fold3 (military records); peculiarities of 
censuses; old handwriting; writing life stories; research 
techniques; and Jewish, German, Danish, and Hispanic 
research to name a few specialties. Should you need a 
specialist in a topic not commonly addressed, please ask 
as we may have a worker who would be glad to research 
that topic. We also have workers who have been key-
note speakers at several of our American heritage gene-
alogical societies throughout the Las Vegas Valley. 

One of the great joys in serving here at the Library is as-
sisting others finding their ancestors. This is closely se-
conded by finding our own ancestors. And thirdly, being 
able to develop a specialty in family history and sharing 
it with others. Hence the capability to provide the spe-
cialties listed above in connection with stake family his-
tory days. Currently we are short of workers in spite of 
pleas for more workers through our leaders at the area 
and stake levels. We can promise you unique experienc-
es serving in this Library. Please contact us to explain 
expectations, shift schedules, etc. and most importantly 
a tour of this historic building.  

We have shipped to FamilySearch over 13,000 rolls of 
microfilm which had previously been digitized by the 
Church. Approximately 4,200 films which have not yet 
been digitized are being retained by the Library for pa-

tron use. Our entire 
microfiche collection 
numbering over 250,000 fiche are also being retained for 
patron use. 

We again announce the new closing time of 8:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday nights. Our grati-
tude and farewell to Elder Joey Fotheringham, Marilyn 
Kelts, Robin Mickelson, and Maryellen West for their 
dedicated service at the Library. We greatly appreciate 
the sacrifice of their time and efforts as well as their con-
tributions to the Library. We welcome Sister Sarah Fox 
and appreciate her willingness to serve. 

Last month’s Directors’ message concluded with “May 
we always seek to treasure our familial relationships be-
fore they are gone, and with them the precious experi-
ences which may be the difference in our lives.” Going 
one step further, may we be the ones who foster and 
record these experiences not just to make a difference, 
but “to be the difference.” 
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April 2019 
LVFSL 

Mark Your Calendars 

April 26, 2019 

10:30 p.m. Fri  

Ward Temple and Family History Consultant Training 

Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 

April 25, 2019 

6:30 p.m. Thur 

Ward Temple and Family History Consultant Training 

Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 

July 2019 BYU Family History Conference  Provo, UT 
https://familyhistory.ce.byu.edu  

Feb 26—29, 2020 RootsTech 2020 Salt Palace Convention Cntr,  
Salt Lake City, UT      http://rootstech.org 

LVFSL Training April Classes 
 

The LVFSL class schedule will accompany emailed newsletters, 
can be obtained at the LVFS Library or be downloaded from 
our website:  http://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org 

Finding Family by Linda Coble  
 

Unsolved Mysteries and Missing Babies in the Family Tree 

I’ve just been reading Home: A Memoir of My Early Years 
by Julie Andrews and it reminded me of how we some-
times need to conduct a search for an ancestor.  Here’s 
what Julie writes in Chapter Thirty: “ Madame Stiles-Allen 
had taught me how to work on a problematic note in a 
song by strengthening the note before it.  I was amazed 
and humbled to discover that this technique can be applied 
to many aspects of the theater. It seems to me that if a 
moment in one’s performance feels lost, it pays to take a 
look at the moment before it--to help set up and strength-
en the troubling area.  That year on Broadway was one of 
the best lessons in my life.” 
In genealogy research, we need to work step by step to 
find sources to verify the identity of an ancestor before 
going on to the next generation.  In other words, we 
strengthen the note before it. But what if we don’t know 
there is a missing note? Then what? 

Story Continued next page 

https://familyhistory.ce.byu.edu/
http://10times.com/saltlakecity-us/conferences
http://rootstech.org
http://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org


Research Helps by Lee Nishimoto 

SOMETIMES THE SMALLEST DETAILS ARE IMPORTANT TO RESEARCH. 

In recent months, while assisting FamilySearch Library patrons 

research in the New York boroughs we found, in the first case, 

the printout from the death certificate but “No Image Availa-

ble”.  The printout had a lot of information but was not as com-

plete as the original certificate would be.  The patron felt the he 

would have to order and pay for the certificate through official 

channels.   Like the example below there was a film # and a Ref-

erence ID for that printout.  This gentlemen’s record had a “cn 

67552” in the Reference ID area.  The second patron was 

searching in a different borough and the Reference ID was like 

the record for Anna Marie Dorothea Rippe below and had only 

a Reference ID (7124). My thought was that the  ID # could be a 

certificate number. In many places certificates are filed numeri-

cally by certificate #, not by name or perfect chronology of 

date. Now with knowing both the microfilm # and the certifi-

cate #, the image of the original certificate could be located 

among the hundreds of certificates images on the roll.  In both 

cases the patrons did find the image of the original certificate 

and were able to print and digitally download these certificates. 

Note:  The certificates from the boroughs of New York were 

restricted to viewing in a Family History Center or FamilySearch 

Library. 

The tip here is to read every item in a document.  Be a good 

Sherlock Holmes and find all the clues.  Good Hunting. 

Finding Family by Linda Coble            continued from first page 
 

Unsolved Mysteries and Missing Babies in the Family Tree 

When we are working on our family tree we run into unan-
swered questions like whatever happened to my cousin 
Bernice’s first husband, Cary Emmons, Jr.?    He served in 
WW II and later in the Korean War where he was wounded 
but returned to duty. Cary suffered from PTSD and appar-
ently failed to take his meds, which resulted in him disap-
pearing from his family and becoming one of our homeless 
veterans.  He was spotted in New Orleans in 1971 and is 
now assumed dead. We don’t know where, when, or how 
Cary died. 
One of my numerous first cousins had a baby in the late 
fifties, was sent to a home for unwed mothers in the neigh-
boring county, and we know almost nothing, but think the 
baby was a boy.  The cousin and several of her siblings 
have died. My hope is that someday that baby may do a 
DNA test, as millions are doing, and our family will finally 
know his identity. 
Until 2018  I was not aware of either of the babies born to 
two of my first cousins who were unmarried and had ba-
bies born in the late fifties and mid sixties.  If you did not 
grow up in that era, as I did, you may not fully understand 
that these events were deep, dark secrets that have been 
unknown by almost everyone in the family until recently.   
For further study in this area you might want to read these 
books.  The Girls Who Went Away:  The Hidden History of 
Women Who Surrendered Children for Adoption in the Dec-
ades Before Roe v. Wade, Ann Fesler, Penguin Books, 2006 
and The Baby Scoop Era:  Unwed Mothers, Infant Adoption, 
Forced Surrender by Karen Wilson-Buterbaugh, 2017.  The 
baby born in the late fifties is a blood relative and I want to 
know what happened to him, if he is alive now, and I can 
welcome him into his biological family.  We have wel-
comed the cousin born in the mid sixties. Now if we can 
somehow find the other one. I just hope it’s in my life-
time.     


