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Director’s Message by Floyd Stevens 
 

HOME 
I was born in Phoenix.  When I graduated from high 
school, I went to Provo, to Mexico and back to Provo. I 
graduated and got a job in Phoenix.  I brought my wife 
and 2 month old daughter to Phoenix, and we settled in.  
Along came 6 other children, all born and raised in 
Phoenix (Glendale to be precise).  After living there for 
32 years, we came to Las Vegas.  We have lived here 
going on 11 years.  We love it here.  Las Vegas is “home.”  
We have three daughters who live in Arizona.  We go 
down regularly to see them and be with them.  When I 
am in Arizona, I am at “home.”  When I go to Arizona, I 
sometimes say that I am going “home.”  I own a small 
piece of land in Arizona, a very small piece of land.  Two 
burial plots, actually.  Someday I will return—feet first—
to Arizona.  It will again be “home.” 
 

When we moved here, it was hard at first.  But the 
Church is a wonderful thing, and we made friends.  And I 
have learned that when we see friends from Arizona, 
even if it has been many years since we have seen them, 
we are as close as we ever were to them.  I have also 
learned that some people are friends as soon as you 
meet them, and we have found many friends here. 
I have a son who moved from Connecticut to Utah with 
his family soon after we moved here.  We talked on the 
phone about how hard it is to move and about “home.”  
I wrote him some thoughts about home.  Home is not a 
building—a house is a building.  Home is not furnishings.  
Home is a feeling.  Home is comfort, peace, and love.  
Home is people.  Home is memories. 
 

Our four sons all served missions.  We cried when they 
left.  We cried when they came home. I remember with 
each one, when it was my turn to hold them in my arms, 
I would say “Welcome home.”  We were in the airport, 
but we were “home.”  When the last son came home, I 
reflected on the comparison between a mission and our 
mortal lives.  In each case, we lived with loving parents 
and a family.  In each case, we left home to go to a 
strange place and we had a calling to perform.  In each 
case we grew to love our surroundings.  And in each 
case, we go home.  As I thought about this, I realized 
that we only really have one home.  That home is with 
our Father and Mother.  That is what “home” is. That is 
where “home” is.   The homes we create here on earth 

are representations of that home.  So I encouraged my 
kids—let’s go home.  Let’s do whatever it takes to be 
together in our true home. 
 

President Benson once said: ”We once knew well our 
Elder Brother and His and our Father in Heaven. We 
rejoiced at the prospects of earth life that could make it 
possible for us to have a fullness of joy. We could hardly 
wait to demonstrate to our Father and our Brother, the 
Lord, how much we loved them and how we would be 
obedient to them in spite of the earthly opposition of the 
evil one. 
 

Now we are here. Our memories are veiled. We are 
showing God and ourselves what we can do. Nothing is 
going to startle us more when we pass through the veil 
to the other side than to realize how well we know our 
Father and how familiar His face is to us.   

Ensign  December 1988 
 

As we do Family History work, we are making it possible 
for all of our family to be able to go home and to live 
again with our Heavenly Father.  President Rogers of the 
Las Vegas temple said recently that without the 
ordinances of the temple, our church has nothing special 
to offer.  The sealing ordinances enable us to go home, 
to be as families.  And so our charge is to find our 
families and take them to the temple to be sealed.  
Those of you who have done this know the joy of this 
wonderful family work.  This joy—just like missionary 
joy—often comes after many failures.  But the joy 
compensates for the tears.  In fact joy is usually 
accompanied by tears. 
Keep up the good work.  It is worth it. 
 

LVFSL Training May Classes  
 

The class schedule will accompany emailed newsletters, and 
can also be obtained at the LVFS Library or downloaded from 
our website:  http://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org 
 

Mark Your Calendars     
 African Am Research Group  Sat 16 May 2015 

Discussion/Computer    LVFSL LAB    10:30 a.m.      
 High Priest Group Leader Training     Wed  27 May 2015 

Las Vegas FamilySearch Library            7:00 p.m. 
 Family History Consultant Training   Thurs 28 May 2015 

Las Vegas FamilySearch Library            6:30 p.m. 
 BYU Conf. on F H and Genealogy   28-31 July, 2015 

http://ce.byu.edu/cw/cwgen/ 
 

http://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org/
http://ce.byu.edu/cw/cwgen/


Helpful Websites from Sandy Jackson 
 

Newberry's Atlas of Historical Boundaries is a powerful 
historical research and reference tool in electronic 
form.  It includes maps and text covering the historical 
boundaries, names, organization, and attachments of 
every U.S. county, extinct county, and unsuccessful 
county proposal from the creation of the first county 
through 31 December 2000. 
http://publications.newberry.org/ahcbp/ 
 

Genealogy Insights by Gail Gibbs  
 

Google Scholar and Google Images just saved me a lot of 
work. Let me tell you about it.  My husband was 
employed most of his life in academia except for the few 
years he spent at Ford Motor Company where he met 
me. His field was Business Management and 
International Business. We moved around to different 
universities always looking for higher pay to feed 
our growing family.   We ended up in Indiana, 
Pennsylvania where we spent 23 years before he 
retired.  Over his professional career he wrote many 
journal articles and several books. I wanted to document 
this to put on his person page at familysearch.org. So, I 
went towww.scholar.google.com and typed in some of 
the names of the universities he had been affiliated with, 
plus the subject category and his name and quickly 
pulled up ten articles he had written. It also showed me 
the number of times his works had been cited by other 
scholars since 2011 when he retired. That was pretty 
cool! By clicking you could also see the articles that cited 
his work.  Google Scholar includes journal and 
conference papers, theses and dissertations, academic 
books, abstracts, and technical reports. It also includes 
court opinions and patents. If you have any relatives who 
were writers, give Google Scholar a try. You might be 
surprised at what you find!  
I then went to Google Images 
and was able to pull up a 
professional photo of him that 
the university had taken. 
Remember, any photo that you 
upload to the web is now online 
and is searchable by name 
because it has been tagged with 
a name.  To get to google images 
you can type www.images.google.com or just go to the 
main google search page and you will see it on the right 
side of the search screen. Click it and then type what you 
want in the search box. Try genealogy or family history 
and see what comes up. Try typing in the name of your 
home town or county. You may find some photos you 
can use in telling your life story.  Until next time. 

Access to the Newest FamilySearch Partner 
 

Have you heard about the newest FamilySearch partner, 
American Ancestors?  The website is associated with the 
New England Historical Genealogical Society.  Check it 
out.  Get your free affiliate account by going to this URL:  
http://familysearch.org/partneraccess 
 

FamilySearch will Begin Unreserving 
Reservations Over Two Years Old 

 

Starting this summer, the Family History Department of 
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints will begin 
unreserving user temple reservations that have been 
inactive for more than two years.  If you haven't been 
able to complete them, now is the time to share with 
family or the temple. 
 

We’re Recycling at the Library 
 

Please join us by recycling your aluminum, glass, plastic, 
office paper, cardboard, metal food containers, and 
other recyclables in the designated receptacles in the Las 
Vegas FamilySearch Library.  They are located in the 
kitchen, behind the information desk, and by the East 
door. 
 

Getting to Know You   by Connie Price 
 

My name is Sharon Sirrell Hart, I 
like to go by Sirrell.  My mom only 
named me Sharon to make my 
dad happy.  I was born in 
Panguitch, Utah.  I moved to Las 
Vegas in 1950 and went through 
all my schooling in Henderson.  I 
remember when there was 
nothing past Rancho and West 
Charleston.  I moved to St. 

George in 2001 and just recently returned to Las Vegas.   
While in St. George I served a Humanitarian Mission at 
Deseret Industries and another mission at the 
Employment Center.  When I returned to Las Vegas, I 
retired from work and knew I needed to serve another 
mission.  I was impressed to work in family history and 
asked my bishop if I could serve at the Family History 
Center.  And here I am.  I serve with some awesome 
people and they are so anxious to serve and teach. 
I have traveled to Nauvoo twice on a church history tour.  
Loved every minute of it.  I think that is where I first 
developed a desire to search out my ancestors. I plan to 
take another with my son and his family. 
My favorite things to do are reading (especially the 
scriptures), crafts, and spending time with my 
grandchildren. 

http://familysearch.org/
http://www.scholar.google.com/
http://www.images.google.com/
http://familysearch.org/partneraccess

