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Directors’ Message by  Castle and Lee Nishimoto 
 

We begin this month’s newsletter with the sad news of the 
passing of one of our workers, Robert Petersen, who passed 
away on May 20, 2017. Bob and his wife, Carol has been serving 
at the Library for the past 7 years working on at least four 
different shifts each week. Bob will be sorely missed for his 
quick wit, his always-ready spiritual thoughts during shift prepa-
ration meetings, and his watchful eye.  We knew we were phys-
ically safe when he was on duty. In spite of his illness, Bob con-
tinued to work here without complaint nor showing any signs of 
discomfort until he was physically unable to do so. We are 
grateful for his dedicated service and offer our continued pray-
ers and support to his family. 
 

This past month our Library bade farewell to Jerry Ranger, who 
will be moving to Idaho with his new bride. Thank you, Jerry, for 
your service in our Scanning Section and wish you well.  The 
scanning Section completed 98,332 images during May 1 – 31, 
2017. Congratulations! for the highest month ever since this 
project began in April 2016. We anticipate this project to end in 
August, but there is more to come. Several individuals have 
contacted the Library this past month to serve as Long Term 
volunteers and Church Service Missionaries. Thank you! The 
Library is in need of workers. 
 

For those who have early Church ancestry, there is a website 
containing information about early Mormon missionaries which 
can be accessed at history.lds.org/missionary, and enter first 
name, last name, mission, or keyword. You may find some inter-
esting facts or even photos of a relative. 
 

We are happy to report that our Family Heritage Room was 
used on 2 occasions this past month. One patron recorded her 
presentation to be used in a tri-stake activity in South America. 
The other recorded his Vietnam War experiences with the help 
of his friend who traveled here from Linden, UT, to assist him. 
Members and non-members of the Church are welcomed to 
use the Room and at no cost. We have a digital recording cam-
era for your use. Please call 702-382-9695 to reserve the room. 

Just bring along a flash drive on which to download the record-
ing.   
 

As a reminder, the Library may close without notice due to un-
foreseen issues such as air conditioning problems which oc-
curred this past month. The system was thankfully repaired 
before reaching the point of closing the Library. However, call-
ing the Library (702-382-9694) or checking our website 
(lvfamilysearchlibrary.org) prior to a visit may save time and 
effort. 
 

Library Historical Moments by  Wayne Stoker, Historian 

 

Wilford Woodruff's Influence on Person Family History. 
 

The forth President of the Church, Wilford Woodruff, had great 
influence upon Church doctrine and procedures.   Among other 
things he standardized the endowment ceremony, initiated 
proxy endowments for the dead, and issued the Manifesto end-
ing Polygamy.   
 

Many do not know he also served as a Church historian.  In that 
capacity, he strongly encouraged members to write their own 
brief personal history.  “Should we not have respect enough to 
God, to make a record of those blessings which he pours out 
upon us and our acts which we do in his name?”, he once 
said.  He prayed, “Bless thy servants that we may keep a true 
record that when we have gone into the world of spirits, [our 
families] may be blessed in reading our record”. 
 

He once chided the membership, “Don't you count your experi-
ences worth recording? he asked. “Can't you make the mark of 
a pen to leave a record for your children and future generations 
to read?  I say you should! I think the Lord requires this at our 
hands and it is a rich and holy legacy which is justly due our 
posterity.”  He also said, “Every man should write a brief history 
of his life, and give a brief sketch of the dealings of God with 
him”. 
 

This was a difficult task in the time in which President Woodruff 
lived.  For us, it is much easier. We now have FamilySearch 
available as a place to leave our personal history for our fami-
lies, and with the advances in computer technology, it is easier 
to accumulate the events and memories we wish to pass on to 
our descendants. 
 

Now is the time to get busy.  You will find it worthwhile. 

Mark Your Calendars Connie Price, Editor   

 

connieprice702@gmail.com 
  

June 8, 2017 
7:00 p.m. Thurs  

High Priest Group Leader Training 
Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 

June 22, 2017 
6:30 p.m. Thurs  

Family History Consultant Training 
Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 

June 23, 2017 
10:00 a.m. Fri 

Family History Consultant Training 
Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 

July 25-28, 2017  Family History Conference Provo, UT  
http://familyhistory.ce.byu.edu/  

Feb 28-Mar3, 2018 RootsTech 2018 Salt Palace Convention Cntr, Salt Lake City, UT 
http://10times.com/rootstech 

June 2017 

http://familyhistory.ce.byu.edu/
http://10times.com/saltlakecity-us/conferences
http://10times.com/rootstech


Research Helps by Lee Nishimoto 
 

HIDDEN TREASURES IN STATE ARCHIVES 
 

State archives are often a forgotten resource.  Each state 
archives is different, but many have searchable databases 
and digital collections, which can be tremendous valuable 
to your research.   
 

While searching in the West Virginia Archives online, I 
came across “Unclaimed Civil War Medals”.  The West Vir-
ginia legislature had medals made for all their Union sol-
diers in 1866.  In 2015 I had found service records that 
proved 6 brothers had served the Union in the Civil 
War.  Four of these brothers served in E Company 45th 
West Virginia, one (my 2gg father) served from the 173rd 
Ohio and the youngest in A Company the 43rd Kentucky. 
 

On the archive site was a list for the soldiers whose medals 
had not been claimed.  There on the list were 3 of my 
2gguncles: John Fudge, Jackson Fudge and Sanders 
Fudge.    
 

Filing to claim the medals of the 3 brothers required docu-
mentation for each generation back to these 2ggun-
cles.  Birth, death, census and marriage records were used 
as documentation. 
 

The medals are divided into three classes: Class I, for hon-
orable discharge; Class II for killed in action; and Class III 
for liberty, awarded to soldiers who perished as a result of 
disease or wounds received in battle.    
 

After a six-month required waiting period I now have the 
medals.  Jackson Fudge received the Class I medal 
“Honorable Discharge”.  John Fudge, the oldest of the 
brothers, was killed in the Battle of Cross Keys and re-
ceived Class II medal “Killed in Battle”.  Sanders died in 
camp of typhoid fever and received a Class III medal “For 
Liberty”.   I have the rare honor of having their medals that 
represent all three classes of medals. They had been 
waiting to be claimed for more than 150 years.  These will 
be family treasures for the generations. 

Helpful Websites by Sandy Jackson 

 

Ancestry Five Minute Find Videos 
 

Very few of us have much time to learn things.  Ancestry 
has a “5-Minute Finds Series” on youtube.com (my very 
favorite place to learn just about anything!)  Go to 
YouTube and type in the search box:  Ancestry 5-Minute 
Finds Learn about Ancestry in little bites.  

Finding Family by Linda Coble  
 

Pay It Forward 
 

Sometimes we can help others to identify family members 
in old photos.  In April, my cousin Annabelle’s daughter, 
Leslie, and her husband, came to Las Vegas and we met for 
lunch.  Leslie mentioned she had a box of photos that she 
saved when it became necessary to sell her parents’ home.  
Since I am one of the oldest in our family, I encouraged her 

to let me see if I could 
help her identify people.  
Both of Leslie’s Parents 
were only children, so 
who can she ask to help 
her?  Last week she be-
gan scanning some of the 
oldest photos, and if 
there was writing on the 
back, she scanned the 
back side. 

 

One color photo of a couple 
had this note on the back.  
50th Wedding Anniversary 
Aug 11, 1964.  No names.  
The man had facial features 
similar to my Uncle Jack so I 
went to the software pro-
gram information in my fami-
ly tree.  There it was:  Mar-
ried Aug 11, 1914.  I was able 
to tell Leslie that the people in the photo were James 
Willard and Gertrude, the woman on the right could possi-
ble be their daughter, Dorthea Lorain McCuistion. 
 

This is one way I can “pay it forward” for all the help I’ve 
received in putting my family tree together. 

LVFSL Training JuneClasses  
 

The LVFSL class schedule will accompany emailed newsletters, 
can be obtained at the LVFS Library or be downloaded from our 
website:  http://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org 

http://youtube.com/
http://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org

