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In previous newsletters, we addressed the importance of 
not only accurately identifying our ancestors but to rec-
ord their stories to the extent possible. However, have we 
given serious thought to living family members? Are our 
stories available to living family members? Will we be 
placing our descendants in a position to document our 
life stories after we have passed on? Hopefully not. We 
should at least be relating our experiences on paper. 
There are other means as well, thanks to technology, to 
create audio and visual recordings.   

We have these means and invite you to record your sto-
ries here at the FamilySearch Library. We have a special 
room, our Heritage Room, with period decorations, a digi-
tal camcorder, lighting, and a 4 channel sound system 
with which four persons can be recorded into the cam-
corder. And a 152 question questionnaire should you 
need that many questions. All this at no cost except for 
you to provide a flash/thumb drive on which to store re-
cordings. Call 702-382-9695 to reserve the room. A spe-
cialist will be assigned to assist you with equipment. 
What a wonderful Christmas gift this would make.    

Christmas! A time to review and reflect on the gift of our 
mission now in its 18th month. What a great journey it has 
been filled with memories never to be forgotten. 

Christmas! A time when we are reminded of the gifts of 
time, effort, and means from all who have served here 
past and present, of friendships made which otherwise 
might not have materialized, and of experiencing the 
changes in the lives of those who are searching for their 
ancestors. 

Christmas! A fitting time at the close of another year to 
formally celebrate the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ, to 
remember Him, and to recommit ourselves to follow His 

teachings throughout this next year. We share the follow-
ing written by an unknown author: 

 

 

 

May we always remember the greatest Gift given to man-
kind! May we exemplify our love for Him in both thought 
and action! May we be ever grateful for His sacrifice! 
Whoever you are, wherever you may be, and in whatever 
circumstances you find yourselves, we join you in the true 
celebration of Christmas.  May our Father in Heaven’s 
blessings be upon you throughout 2018. 

Mark Your Calendars  Connie Price, Editor   

 

connieprice702@gmail.com  NO Family History Consultant Training  THIS MONTH 

Feb 28-Mar3, 2018 RootsTech 2018 Salt Palace Convention Cntr, Salt Lake City, UT 
http://10times.com/rootstech 

December 2017 

“He was born in an obscure village, the child of a 
peasant woman. He grew up in another village, 
where he worked in a carpenter shop until he was 

30… 

“Then for 3 years he was an itinerant preacher. He 
never wrote a book. He never held an office. He nev-
er had a family or owned a house. He didn’t go to 
college. He never visited a big city. He never traveled 
200 miles from the place where he was born. He did 
none of the things one usually associates with great-

ness. He had no credentials but himself. 

“He was only 33 when the tide of public opinion 
turned against him. His friends ran away.  He was 
turned over to his enemies and went through the 
mockery of a trial. He was nailed to a cross between 

two thieves. 

“While he was dying, his executioners gambled for 
his clothing, the only property he had on earth. 
When he was dead, he was laid in a borrowed grave 

through the pity of a friend. 

“Twenty centuries have come and gone, and today he 
is the central figure of the human race and the leader 

of mankind’s progress. 

“All the armies that ever marched, all the navies that 
ever sailed, all the parliaments that ever sat, all the 
kings that ever reigned, put together, have not af-

fected the life of man on this earth as much as that  

“ONE SOLITARY LIFE” 

 
 

LVFSL Training December Classes  
 
 
 

The LVFSL class schedule will accompany emailed news-
letters, can be obtained at the LVFS Library or be download-
ed from our website:  http://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org 

http://10times.com/saltlakecity-us/conferences
http://10times.com/rootstech
http://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org


Research Helps by Lee Nishimoto 

 

Directories 

This may seem an unusual record for genealogy, but direc-
tories may fill gaps where there are no censuses.  The in-
formation given in directories can vary greatly and can be 
very valuable to research.  There was no standardized for-
mat for directories.  We also only think of city directories, 
but there were town, township, county and parish directo-
ries each having their own unique formats.  Many directo-
ries preceded phone directories.  Some county directories 
listed the farm owner, his wife, number of children, num-
ber of acres, number of cattle & horses, etc.  The Wichita, 
Kansas city directory in the 1878 contained name, occupa-
tion, where from (town and state), and residence.  Some 
directories were done every year from the early 1800’s, 
some but not all have survived.   

The most important use of a directory was after the May 
31, 1889 Johnstown flood.  In April 1889 all the households 
in and around Johnstown had been canvased for details of 
every person for a new directory for the community.  The 
directory was about to be printed, but the printing office 
was completely wiped away by the devastating flood.   The 
publisher, however, had the proof sheets.  A registration 
of the survivors of the flood was begun under the direction 
of Col. J. B. Scott of Pittsburgh.   This was the first time that 
there was a current list of persons from which to make an 
accounting of persons after the flood.   

After the accounting, a new directory was published, while 
the names of those reported drowned have an asterisk (*) 
and those who were unaccounted for a dagger (+) was 
prefixed. The first numeral after the name of heads of fam-
ilies represents the number of persons of that family at the 
time the canvass was made, while the second figure is 
the number reported after the flood. These numbers in-
clude parents and children, servants and boarders.   

Example:  *Thomas, Edw.  gas works, o h 52 Maple ave, 
Wv. 8-1           (Wv=Woodvale)  

Do not underestimate the value of clues in directories.  
Happy hunting.  

Why Web Indexing from FamilySearch Blog by Allison Hadley 

Web indexing is here! Have you tried it yet? What do you think? If you’re not a fan or if it feels like we’re taking away your best friend 
and asking you to make a new one, this article is for you. We know we’ve invited you to change the way you do things, and there are 
important reasons for that change. 

The desktop program was a fantastic tool in its day, but the software has quickly become out of date and a bit cumbersome to per-
form simple maintenance or updates. It was originally designed for use in a workplace and the sheer number of indexers and amount 
of work you do have made it difficult for the program to keep up. Adding new features and improving the program was becoming 
more expensive every year. Plus, it made indexing a stationary activity. Volunteers could index only on a computer where the program 
had been previously downloaded. 

With the new web platform, you can index on any browser and with any desktop, laptop, or tablet device with an internet connection. 
No downloads or software updates are necessary! More types of projects will be available on the web program, and the new technol-
ogy will allow FamilySearch to publish records more quickly than with the desktop program. 

Finding Family by Linda Coble  
 

Struck by lightning 

As a small child in Kansas City, Missouri, I listened to my 
daddy tell me how thunder was just the great potato 
wagon rolling over the rocks in the sky. With that com-
forting explanation I could go to sleep without fear. 

When I was a little older my mother told me the story of 
my grandmother’s oldest brother being killed by light-
ning when he was only ten, so I’ve always been cautious 
about staying away from windows during a thunder-
storm, and delaying travel.  That was a good lesson be-
cause for nearly thirty years I lived in the Tampa Bay 
area, the lightning capital of the USA.  I love the sound 
of a thunderstorm  and the freshness that follows, espe-
cially with the subtropical foliage which seems bright 
and glowing after the rain. 

Charles Henry Thomp-
son (LCFJ-2F7) died 27 
August 1869 and is 
the first name on the 
U.S. Federal Census 
Mortality Schedule for 
the year ending 1 June 
1870 in Tama County, 
Iowa.  His Find A 
Grave Memorial is 
101756287. 

https://www.familysearch.org/indexing/my-indexing
https://www.familysearch.org/

