
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

LVFSL 
Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 

        509 S 9th St Las Vegas   702.382.9695 

 

Director’s Message by R. Wayne Stoker 

A Key, A Bridge or A Missing Link? 

Last month I shared a story about the platform swing on my 
grandfather’s porch, where he sat and sang to his family 
and the neighborhood children. Some interesting 
information developed from that sharing. That which I 
should have realized years ago, came into much better 
focus for me - I have not done a very good job of passing on 
to my descendants the things that have made my life 
meaningful, rich and enjoyable.   

Until I shared that story, my daughter did not realize her 
great grandfather was musical – enjoyed the banjo and 
guitar.  Is that the reason, perhaps, that her son has learned 
the Ukulele quite easily?  Was the talent passed down?  His 
sisters played on, and enjoyed, the swing for several years 
without knowing anything of their great great grandfather, 
and the dozens of children he had entertained on the same 
swing. 

It made me contemplate what I know of my ancestors, and 
how I learned that which I know:   

I knew my grandparents well and have many fond 
memories of my times with each of them.   

I had heard some stories of my great grandparents, but if I 
had not asked more questions of my parents, aunts and 
uncles, I would really know very little about them.    

All I know of my great great grandparents is a few musty 
statistics found in old parish registers.  I wish I really knew 
something about how they lived their everyday lives.  

That’s five generations, from me to my great great 
grandparents, from knowing grandparents well, to being 
virtually unaware of the daily lives of my great great 
grandparents.  

This is the magical lesson to be learned, that which came to 
me through the porch swing story.  I stand in the middle of 
five generations.  All of you with grandchildren do. But from 
that vantage point, standing in the middle of five 
generations instead of at one end, we know all five 
generations quite well. 

We are the key to our grandchildren knowing about their 
great great grandparents.  
We become the very 
bridge over which the 
wonderful experiences of 
our grandparents can 
flow into the lives of our 

grandchildren.  We can relate first hand memories of our 
grandparents to the grandchildren we enjoy.  There we go, 
five generations come alive all at once – unless, of course, 
we become the missing link!  

This is the time to get busy.  You do not need to be a great 
researcher, just a good recorder of your own memories.  
Start with a blank sheet of paper and, as your memories 
unfold, put down what you recall of your grandmother, the 
interesting way she expressed herself, the funny stories she 
shared with her family, the hardships in her life, the things 
that made you appreciate her.  Then with a new sheet of 
paper do the same with your grandfather, and then the 
other grandparents.  These stories don’t have to be 
polished.  Having been written in your style and manner, 
the stories will also speak of you.  As you finish each of 
these two or three page remembrances, save the stories 
for your family on Family Tree.  Add an appropriate 
photograph to each story.  These stories will become 
treasures for generations to come, and you will have 
introduced your children and grandchildren to your 
grandparents.  With these stories, five generations will 
know each other. 

If you would like assistance in preparing and adding this 
material to your family tree, come and visit us at the Las 
Vegas FamilySearch Library.  FamilySearch Family Tree 
makes it amazingly easy. 

Mark Your Calendars 

 LV FamilySearch Library Closed    2 Sep 2013 
 Sandstone Stake Jamboree          14 Sep 2013 
 LV FamilySearch Library Closed          14 Sep 2013 
 LV FamilySearch Library Closed   5 Oct 2013 
 LV FamilySearch Library Closed   25-30 Nov 2013 
 LV FamilySearch Library Closed   14-31 Dec 2013 

 

 Family History Conferences around the world 2013 
https://familysearch.org/blog/en/events-news-genealogy-family-
history-conferences/? 

 

LVFSL Training 
Las Vegas FamilySearch Library Sept Classes 

https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Las_Vegas_Nevada_FHC/Class_Schedule 
 

Helpful Websites from Sandy Jackson 

 

Family Tree Magazine's 40 Best Genealogy Blogs in 2013 

Blogs are a great way to keep up with family history news 

and share helpful research and technology ideas 

 http://www.familytreemagazine.com/article/Top-40-Genealogy-Blogs-2013 

https://familysearch.org/blog/en/events-news-genealogy-family-history-conferences/?
https://familysearch.org/blog/en/events-news-genealogy-family-history-conferences/?
https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Las_Vegas_Nevada_FHC/Class_Schedule
http://www.familytreemagazine.com/article/Top-40-Genealogy-Blogs-2013


Who’s Who at the LVFSL by Scherry Lesanto 

So, who is the friendly PM 
shift leader on Wednesday 
Evenings? That would be 
the smiling, Larry Call. 
Larry came to volunteer 
here, mainly, because he 
was a Family History 
Consultant for the Arbor 
View Ward in the Elkhorn 

Springs Stake. Larry also is a worker at the Las Vegas Temple 
every Tuesday morning.  Larry attended Utah State University 
where he majored in Landscape Architecture and Business. 
This prepared him to look over the campus where he found his 
lovely wife to be, Christine Smith, to whom he has been 
married for about 48 years. They have five beautiful daughters 
and five wonderful sons-in-law giving them 28 grandchildren. 
Now we know why he is always smiling.  Larry worked in 
Seattle, Washington, Southern California and for the past 7 
years has worked in real estate here in Nevada. Larry is a busy 
man. He loves hiking and has worked with Boy Scouts for over 
40 years and now helps Christine with the Webelos.  This has 
given him much training in Dutch Oven cooking, though he 
would like to be a gourmet cook. Larry likes to read, grow 
tomatoes and take care of his “grass”, artificial of course. Larry 
worked 32 years for the Wrigley Company when his children 
were little.  As we remember from our childhood, we all loved 
our gum.  The principle of the “Wrigley Company is dedicated 
to bringing a brighter world to life in every way we can.  We 
believe strongly in our role in the wider world, a role of 
responsibility and strong citizenship.” These fine words are 
exemplified in the person of Larry Call. As we say: Double Your 
Pleasure®, Double Your Fun™. by sharing some time with the 
smiling Larry Call here at the Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 
on Wednesday afternoon. 

Indexing Info by Tom Jackson  

Join Us for a Record-Setting Weekend! 
Thank you for your contribution to the Italian Ancestors 

Indexing Project! As a result of your efforts, much has been 

accomplished, and nearly three million Italian records have 

been published on FamilySearch.org so far.  

We invite you to join indexers and arbitrators from around 

the world in an effort to achieve a record-setting weekend 

for the Italian Ancestor’s Project! In order to set a record for 

this project, we will need to index and arbitrate 35,000 

Italian records.  Mark your calendar for this exciting event, 

which starts Friday, September 13 at 6:00 p.m. (MDT) and 

ends Sunday, September 15, at 6:00 p.m. (MDT)-just a 48-

hour period!  

For all you non Italian indexers, there is also a general push on 

indexing for the same time period.  Check it out and join us.  If 

anyone is interested in the Italian please get in touch with 

me.  So far over three million Italian records have been put 

online. 

Just Keep Looking By Ken Ramage, Service Missionary 

Serving at the Family Search Library has given me a chance to 
take classes and become more comfortable with searching for 
my ancestors.  Many times since starting in January, I have 
been told to remember to go back periodically to search for 
information on a person that perhaps we have looked and 
looked for and found nothing, because new records are being 
added all the time.  For three months I have been going to 
certain Family Tree person pages and doing the search in the 
right column to search all records.  Recently I went to an 
ancestor in my Moffat family in Scotland in 1855 and pulled up 
his person page.  I went to search and wow!  There was 
something new I hadn’t seen before.  It was his service 
discharge paper from his 22 years of service in the Royal 
Scottish Army.  It had a lot of information about his service 
and the reason for his discharge.  It gave dates of his service 
and when he was retired.  I felt like I had won the lottery!  The 
lesson:  just keep trying and with Divine help (and some 
assistance from indexers and scanners) we can achieve that 
which we are all trying to do….find out more about our 
ancestors. 
 

I Can’t Do Genealogy-I Can’t Work a Computer 
…Yes You can!  By Vickie Bloxham 

Many times in life we are excited about the possibilities of 
finding our family roots and making connections, but perhaps 
don’t currently have the skills or know where to begin…and 
get caught up in the feeling, “I Can’t!”  Well, let me introduce 
you to a woman and a story who completely wipes out the “I 
Can’t” excuse. 

Sister Christie Haynes (age96) doesn’t know the meaning of 
the words “I can’t.”  She engages and “goes to work!”  Though 
she may be a little slower of gait than she used to be, much to 
her chagrin, it’s hard for many to keep up with the accelerated 
pace she keeps!  She knows more about genealogy research, 
the required patience and willingness to learn than anyone we 
know! 

After retiring from Clark County as a school teacher, Christie 
still had “miles to go” in her mortal journey here on earth.  She 
started learning to use a computer at age 70.   Time to relax 
and …what?… die?  Not this little lady! 

Her Cousin Faye Anderson’s husband, Harold, taught her the 
computer basics and together they compiled family records 
and with the help of her sister, Betty Hanson’s Danish 
research, they published a book, “Hermansen Family Book of 
Remembrance,” in 1987 which is currently available on 
microfilm at the Salt Lake Family History Library.  She began 
serving at the Las Vegas Family History Center at age 80 and 
continues to serve currently working on her fourth service 
mission. 

And Christie is only one of several others doing the same 
thing, like Errol Rasmussen, 79, and Alva Hughes, 90.  You say 
you can’t?  Ha!  Why not?  Change your attitude and your life!  
You like Christie, and Errol and Alva with their sure and steady 

efforts say “Yes I Can!” 


