
 

 

 

Family History Happenings 
LVFSL 

  Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 

          509 S 9th St Las Vegas   702.382.9695 

                  Hours:  9 – 5 M, F     9 – 9 T, W, Th    9—3 Sa      

 

Directors’ Message by  Castle and Lee Nishimoto 
 

 

Happy New Year to all! Associated with the New Year are resolu-
tions. Our resolution is to provide an increased capability in as-
sisting you to find your ancestors. We sincerely hope that genea-
logical research and family history are part of your resolutions for 
2017 as well. Perhaps the following will provide some insight.  
 

Genealogical research is the effort to locate, identify, and date our 
ancestors. At some point in time, our genealogical research may 
slow down or even come to a temporary halt due to non-
availability of records. Family history is the effort to give substance 
to that individual found, to discover his or her personality, charac-
ter, experiences, accomplishments, etc., in other words, to find his 
or her story. Therefore, family history is never ending with the 
search extending to close and distant relatives to find the stories. 
Wouldn’t it be wonderful to have an autobiography of a great, 
great, great grandmother! 
 

This search is difficult at best especially the farther we go back in 
time. So, we need to look at the present and project 100 years 
ahead.  No doubt with current record keeping systems our de-
scendants will know our dates of birth and death, etc. But will that 
tell the stories important to them of our life experiences, accom-
plishments, and other items we consider important or of interest 
which records do not contain?   
 

Thus, family history goes beyond genealogical research. It is in one 
sense never ending. So, whether our family tree is full or sparse, 
the work of family history will ever be a challenge to complete. We 
hope you will continue the family history search even though your 
genealogical research may be waning. 
 

We have made several visits to non-church organizations during 
this past year. We found that several did not know that the Library 
is open to all individuals at no cost, and with no obligation to The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.  As such, we extend an 
invitation to all to visit the Library to further genealogical and fami-
ly history efforts.  

 

Empty Silhouettes by Linda Coble  

On October 6, 2016, I was checking out some genealogy papers on 

Facebook; l came across one called ‘The Golden Egg Genealogist’ 

and was touched by her admonition.  “Genealogists, I appeal to 

you all to check your family trees.  

Have you left some childless sil-

houettes untended?  Finish your 

story.”  She says, “Some of us will 

never be ancestors.  We have no 

descendants.  We died too young, 

or we married too old.  We stayed 

single and took care of our par-

ents or stayed single just because.  

Or married and couldn’t or mar-

ried and didn’t.  For any number of reasons or none, we died child-

less.  So, who will tell our story?”  The entire touching article can be 

read on her blog:  http://gegbound.com/childless-siblings-empty-

silhouettes/. 

I have several of those women in my family tree, on both sides of 

the family.  Some I’ve written about but others I have neglected.  

After reading Donna Cox Baker’s article, I plan to go back and ex-

plore some of their lives, including looking for those small town 

newspaper items that sometimes fill in the blanks for us. 

My Aunt Sylvia married at 44 to a widower who had no children.  

She was active in her church and kept an immaculate home while 

helping her husband on the farm.  When I was about six, she asked 

my mother to let me come stay a week with them on the farm.  

She made some mashed potatoes and gravy for me and after I re-

turned home I asked my mother to make some gravy like Aunt 

Sylvia’s.  She made it with a product called BV so my mother 

bought some at the store to please me.  After Uncle Claud’s death, 

Aunt Sylvia moved into the small house in town that her mother 

had left to her.  There were some women on my father’s side of 

the family who did not marry but stayed to take care of an aging 

parent.  They deserve to be more than an empty silhouette on my 

family tree. 

Mark Your Calendars Connie Price, Editor   

 

  connieprice702@gmail.com 
January 18, 2017 
7:00 p.m. Wed  

High Priest Group Leader Training 
Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 

January 26, 2017 
6:30 p.m. Thurs  

Family History Consultant Training 
Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 

January 27, 2017 
10:00 a.m. Fri 

Family History Consultant Training 
Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 

February 8-10, 2017 RootsTech 20167 Salt Palace Convention Cntr, Salt Lake City, UT 
http://10times.com/rootstech 

Helpful Websites by Sandy Jackson 
 

 

Training for links, handouts, videos to Ancestry, FindMyPast, 
Computer training, and lots more:  bit.ly/lvfsltraining  

January 2017 

http:/gegbound.com/childless-siblings-empty-silhouettes/
http:/gegbound.com/childless-siblings-empty-silhouettes/
http://10times.com/saltlakecity-us/conferences
http://10times.com/rootstech
http://bit.ly/lvfsltraining


Genealogy Insights by  Marilyn L Kelts 
 

Getting Started with Family History   
Marilyn Kelts was born in Green River, Wyoming and raised by 
her father and step mother in a blended family.  Of her eleven 
brothers and sisters, 5 are still alive.  They joined the church and 
started living the Gospel, attending seminary, church activities, 
and sacrament meeting on Sundays.  Because there was no tem-
ple in Wyoming, they had to travel to Salt Lake City.  Later there 
was a closer temple built in Denver Colorado.  After attending 
high school she spent three years in the U.S. Army in Washing-
ton, D. C. and worked at Walter Reed Hospital.  She continued 
with the National Guard for 17 more years to get her pension.  
She went to work for Clark County Schools for the next ten years 
in Special Education and retired in 2014.  On June 9, 2007, she 
married her current husband, Roland, in the Las Vegas Temple.  
Her daughter Shirlee lives in Sparks, Nevada and her son Gordon 
currently lives with her.  Her son Kris Died, in 2007 on Thanksgiv-
ing Day fighting for our freedom.  She has five grandchildren 
who make her jolly.  When she retired she wanted to do some-
thing for herself by going on a mission at the Las Vegas Fami-
lySearch Library.  She is grateful to her friend, Toni Sproul,  who 
told her about the experiences she has had doing the genealogy 
and temple work for her ancestors.  She has worked with other 
people who have done their family work for many generations.  
FamilySearch is now helping her do the work for her son Kris 
and her ancestors.  Most of the work for her father’s side of the 
family has been done, but very little is done on her mother’s 
side, so she is determined to start there.  She has done the tem-
ple work for other people, but now she can do the work for her 
own mother’s ancestors. 

Finding Family by Linda Coble  
 

Someone in your Genealogy FAN Club (Friends, Associates, Neigh-
bors) may have an answer to your questions. This term was coined 
by Elizabeth Shown Mills, Certified Genealogist. 
 

During my early childhood years I lived 
with my cousin Annabelle McCuistion 
(L613-9DG) and her parents near Adri-
an, Missouri.  In 2014, during a week’s 
visit to Missouri for a family reunion, my 
cousin Roma set up a meeting with 
Jean, one of Annabelle’s classmates.  
When we sat down at Jean’s kitchen 
table, she opened a thick scrapbook of 
her high school days and reunions.  As 
she shared stories I mentioned I 
planned to go by the high school to see if there was a yearbook 
with Annabelle’s photo.  Jean said, “There were no yearbooks for 
1949.”  She pulled out Annabelle’s senior picture and two reunion 
snapshots and gave them to me.  Jean, a former nurse,  died of 
cancer a year later.  She must have known about the disease then 
and shared photos she knew I would treasure. 
 

In 1946 my grandmother’s older brother, John Robert Thompson, 
M.D .(LCFJ-2FD) was shot and killed during a robbery. That’s all I 
knew until after I retired in 2010, relocated to Las Vegas, and start-
ed serious family history research.  Finally I found a photo with the 
name of the killer on the Tacoma Washington Library website.  The 
defendant had also killed a cab driver during another robbery and 
had to have trials on both cases before sentencing.  But where was 
the sentencing information? 
 

I had recently contacted a relative through Ancestry.com because I 
saw who our common ancestors were on her tree. The tree includ-
ed Dr. Thompson.   She replied saying that she had told her 86 year 
old mother about me and her mother was so excited and wanted 
me to write to her because she had paperwork to share.  The mem-
ber said her mom did not have a computer but was still sharp.  
“Please write to her.  Here’s her address.”  So I did.  She sent me 
photocopies of pages from a family Bible that had been owned by 
Dr. John Thompson.  I sent her photos and stories of the family 
who had moved to Missouri.  She shared photos of family members 
in California and other western states, including several photos of 
Dr. Thompson and members of his family.  Finally it dawned on me 
that while I was only six when the doctor was killed, my new-found 
second cousin would have been a teenager, so I wrote, sent a copy 
of the photo of the doctor’s killer and asked, “Do you remember 
your parents talking about this?”  She did.  “I was 18 or 19 when 
Uncle John was killed.  I was told he only had $8.00 on him.  Sure 
glad his killer did not get much $!  Also was told he got away on 
mental problems.  A few years in a hospital and then freed.  I al-
ways wondered what he looked like.  Now I know.” 
 

In the most recent issue of NGS magazine there is an article ‘Family 
Tradition as a Source’ by Laura Murphy DeGrazia, CG, dated De-
cember 18, 2016.  She says “When a researcher is faced with oral 
family tradition, the first step should be to record it.  This preserves 
the story for future generations as well as for research purposes, as 
the record will ensure details remain consistent over the course of 
the  genealogical investigation.“ 

New Google Photo App—PhotoScan 
 

Google’s new free app could revolu-
tionize how we preserve family pho-
tos and records.  Google has an-
nounced a new app that brings the 
ease of scanning and preserving old 
family photos and records to a whole 
new level. And Anil Sabharwal, vice 
president of Google Photos, was in-
spired to create the free app by his 
own family’s past.  His grandparents, 

who were Hindus living in what had just become the Muslim 
state of Pakistan, faced soldiers at the door who ordered them to 
gather what belongings they could carry to cross the Indian bor-
der. Leaving behind jewelry and other valuables, Sabharwal’s 
grandparents made sure to grab photos.  
 

PhotoScan uses your phone (or tablet’s) camera and flash to 
quickly scan a photo or document and then applies various fil-
ters to provide the best results — including glare reduction, crop-
ping and perspective correction. Once photos or documents are 
scanned they can easily be stored in your Google Photos account 
(or anywhere else that you back up your photos) and can, of 
course, be saved to your family tree or shared with others.   Pho-
toScan is free and can be downloaded now for Android or iOS. 
Check out the Google PhotoScan page for more information on 
the new app.  

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.google.android.apps.photos.scanner&referrer=utm_source%3Dlanding

