
Directors’ Message by  Castle and Lee Nishimoto   
 

A very Happy New Year! We hope that this past hol-
iday season has been one of joy and blessings for 
your families. We look forward to 2019 with much 
anticipation given the new Church Sunday meeting 
schedule. What an opportunity it is to gather our 
families, each to its own, to increase our faith and 
works specific to each family’s needs. The Library is 
available to assist you in this endeavor with your 
family history efforts.  
 

Recently, we were invited by Area Temple and Fam-
ily History Consultants to meet with leaders of a 
stake to explain and clarify current church family 
history efforts. The meeting was well planned with 
pertinent information given by the Area Consult-
ants. Provided was an opportunity for Elder 
Nishimoto to describe the role of the Las Vegas Ne-
vada FamilySearch Library, which in a single word is 
“resource” for both members and non-members of 
the church alike. Elder Nishimoto further explained 
that there is no proselytizing for church member-
ship, donations, etc. of our non-member friends. 
 

The Library is indeed a resource to not only assist 
you in finding ancestors, but how to increase your 
proficiency in searching your family history. This in-
cludes research techniques, writing histories, elec-
tronically recording family stories, efficient use of 
websites such as Fold3, familysearch.org,  ances-
try.com, training of Ward Consultants, tours of the 
Library, fifth Sunday instruction at the ward level, 
etc. Please visit our website at lvfamilysearchli-

brary.org. 
 

To better assist you as 
a resource given the new Sunday meeting schedule, 
the Library can be made available to families and 
groups during non-business hours by appointment 
only. In previous newsletters we described our elec-
tronic recording capability complete with a home 
like setting. This and other activities can be made 
available upon request.  
 

We have experienced an increase of visits by adult 
groups. Recently, a group of active duty military 
members visited the Library to learn how to search 
for ancestors. One person, after entering his great 
grandfather’s information found his genealogy to be 
of British royal lineage which was recorded back to 
700 AD. Needless to say that his young man, hardly 
20 years of age, was excited!  To this point in life he 
had no idea whatsoever of his lineage.  
 
We announce farewell to Rhomer Johnson and Sis-
ter Vicki Bloxham. We are grateful for their long ser-
vice and contribution of time and effort in assisting 
patrons as well as with the proficiency of our work-
ers.    

LVFSL Christmas Devotional 

Elder R. Jeffery Park, of 
the Seventy, North Amer-
ican Southwest Area was 
our guest speaker.  He 
enlightened us with sto-
ries of family and family 
history as well as new 
approaches to finding 
those who are interested 
in finding their ancestors. 
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Mark Your Calendars 

January 24, 2019 

6:30 p.m. Thur  

Ward Temple and Family History Consultant Training 

Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 

January 25, 2019 

10:30 p.m. Fri  

Ward Temple and Family History Consultant Training 

Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 

Feb 27-Mar2, 2019 RootsTech 2018 Salt Palace Convention Cntr,  
Salt Lake City, UT      http://rootstech.org 

July 2019 BYU Family History Conference  Provo, UT 
https://familyhistory.ce.byu.edu  

LVFSL Training January Classes 
 

The LVFSL class schedule will accompany emailed news-
letters, can be obtained at the LVFS Library or be downloaded 
from our website:  http://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org 

http://10times.com/saltlakecity-us/conferences
http://rootstech.org
https://familyhistory.ce.byu.edu/
http://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org


Research Helps by Lee Nishimoto 
 

WHY DO WE HAVE SO MUCH TROUBLE TRACING THE WOMEN 

IN AMERICA? 

English law was brought to the colonies.  One common Eng-

lish law that was almost always practiced but rarely directly 

mentioned was feme covert or coverture. This law stipulat-

ed that a married woman did not have a separate legal ex-

istence from her husband.  She was a dependent and could 

not own property in her own name or control her own 

earnings. A married woman was not able to sue or sign con-

tracts on her own.  A married woman could not write a will.  

Lands left to married daughters as an inheritance were 

claimed by their husbands.   Some wealthy fathers and hus-

bands often left their daughters’ estates in a trust, so the 

husbands or future husbands could not get control of the 

woman’s inheritance (but this was rare).  This law of cover-

ture made married women almost non-persons, since they 

had limited means of economic survival outside marriage.  

This was practiced in all the states until about 1848 (varying 

slightly from state to state). 

 

Single women over 21years of age and widows were not 

under these restrictions.  Some of the most powerful wom-

en in colonial America were widows or unmarried women.  

Margaret Brent owned thousands of acres in Maryland and 

Virginia, was the executrix of the Maryland governor’s es-

tate, demanded a vote in the Maryland Assembly.  Marga-

ret Brent was never married. 

 

Because of feme covert women did not appear in the rec-

ords, except to sign away their dower right when land was 

sold by her husband or named in a parent’s will. 

 

Land disputes that came about after the ending of cover-

ture have proved very useful in family research.   

Cassim Black in his will in 1891 left all his properties to his 

grandson Coleman Black.  Other relatives disputed Cassim’s 

right to give part of the land that Cassim had claimed under 

coverture in 1833.  This land was inherited by his wife Su-

sannah at the death of her father, William Weatherington.  

Susannah had died in 1863 and her land continued to be 

used by her husband, Cassim.  This case went clear to the 

state supreme court.  It was decided that the land was not 

Cassim’s since coverture had ended in 1848 and her land 

was not probated at Susannah’s death.  Her land was dis-

tributed among Susannah’s descendants.   

 

The dispute over the land inherited by Susannah and 

claimed by her husband Cassim Black under feme covert or 

coverture generated a vast amount of genealogical data, 

and clarified many family relationships (all parties in the 

dispute had to detail proof of their relationship to Susan-

nah).  Understanding feme covert or coverture may help us 

look in other records for a woman, as a child or as a widow.  

Also watch for her husband mentioning -in-law relation-

ships.       Good Hunting. 

Finding Family by Linda Coble  
 

It’s the season for Cousins 
Every year at the library the volunteers have a holiday 
luncheon and we get to meet and greet those who serve 
on other shifts.  Three of us sat together for lunch and 
then went up to the chapel for a special program. We are 
rather distant cousins but it felt great to share some time 
together.  Karen Tumbleson and I have family history back 
in Missouri and discovered we are 9th cousins 3 times re-
moved. Georgeann Wright and I used to work on the same 
shift and were sitting beside one another in a class about 
using the Relatives Around Me app.  The app showed us 
we are eighth cousins. Karen and Georgeann discovered 
they are related. What fun! 
 

In late December I received a Facebook message from my 
cousin Diana  She said that one of my cousins has an old 
photo of a beautiful woman born in 1816 and asked if I 
could do some research and figure out the woman’s place 
in the family tree, if any.  Fortunately someone had 
written her maiden name, date of birth, and year of death 
on the back of the photo. Thanks to all of the training I’ve 
had at the library, it took about fifteen minutes to locate 
and verify Jemima Kennedy’s place in the tree.  My cousin 
Joy (first cousin once removed) was absolutely delighted 
to find out that Jemima is her third great grandmother . 
She had no idea why the photo was in her mother’s collec-
tion. 
 

And the topper is that I have a new cousin, age 52, the 
daughter of one of my many first cousins.  The family se-
cret about her birth was buried really deep and I never 
heard about it. She was adopted immediately after birth 
but was finally able to get her original birth certificate that 
shows her original name. Her birth mother (deceased in 
2017) had declined contact through a case worker.  Now 
this new cousin has found me because I have her grand-
mother’s journal. The person who sent me the journal 
contacted me to reach out to my newly discovered cousin. 
For confidentiality at this time, I am not revealing the dis-
covery process. I am one of only four cousins still living. 
I’m glad she found our family in time so that we can wel-
come her with open arms, share photos of her birth moth-
er, and relate family history and family stories to her.  It is 
the season to rejoice.   


