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Ministering 

Ministering is the Golden Rule in action. It is that act 
where we sacrifice of ourselves to enable others to 
enjoy the gifts, blessings, and essentials that they 
could not receive without our assistance. When 
done selflessly, ministering has a powerful effect on 
the lives of both the giver and the receiver. 

Family History is the perfect ministering vehicle. 
President Gordon B. Hinckly said the following about 
Family History, “This work unselfishly given in behalf 
of those on the other side, comes nearer to the un-
paralleled vicarious work of the Savior than any oth-
er of which I know.” (Rejoice in This Great Era of 
Temple Building, General Conference, October 1985) 
Why is this? Christ was the perfect minister and Fam-
ily History involves all the essential elements of min-
istering that He demonstrated: (1) Identify by name 
someone around you, whether family or neighbor, 
living or deceased. (2) Research to get to know that 
person, where and when they live(d), their family 
and their personal needs. (3) Prayerfully select a 
need that you can help that person receive that they 
wouldn’t otherwise have the ability to fulfill on their 
own. (4) Freely sacrifice your time and resources to 
enable that person to fulfill their needs. And, (5) Do 
all of this with no expectation of compensation or 
even a thank you, just the personal satisfaction of 
having been of some value to someone else. 

The results of ministering is a turning of our hearts to 
others. We become less burdened with our prob-
lems, less concerned about our needs, less focused 
inward and more free to enjoy the world around us, 
to see the joy in others and share in their relief. Our 
total perspective about ourselves and our position in 
the world changes. 

Christ taught His apostles, “Therefore what manner 
of men ought ye to be? Verily I say unto you, even as 
I am.” (3 Nephi 27:27). Like his apostles, we too 
should strive to be like Christ. How can we most 
effectively accomplish that act? We need to be min-
isters to both those in this world and on the other 

side of the veil.  

We are not just fortu-
nate to live in an age of this world’s history where 
we have access to marvelous electronic resources 
such as audio and video devices, computers and 
massive electronic storage areas, telephones, trains, 
automobiles, airplanes and etc. No, it is not happen-
stance that we live at this very unique time where 
the world’s population has not only these resources, 
but more discretionary time than ever before to use 
these special resources to do Family History. 

The scriptures teach that each of us is on earth for a 
purpose. In fact, we learn that we have been re-
served and prepared to be born on the earth at this 
time. (Doctrine and Covenants 138:53-56). Part of 
that preparation was an ordination empowering us 
to use our personal strengths to accomplish the 
Lord’s purposes for this earth. What was the primary 
personal strength that distinguished us from those 
who populated the earth in earlier eras of time and 
designated us to live now? I believe that it was a pro-
clivity to minister to others; an inner desire to seek 
their welfare, to uplift and support them so that they 
would enjoy all that was available for them in their 
journey back to their Heavenly Father. 

That proclivity to minister and our ordination em-
power us especially in the world of Family History. 
Our proclivity drives us to seek out our ancestors. 
We sacrifice time and resources to find those missing 
links and break through those brick walls to identify 
everyone in our lines. But it is the ordination that 
entitles us to that revelation that opens the heavens 
and blesses us with, not only the knowledge of how 
to find those missing persons, but the spiritual joy 
that comes when the heavens are open and we are 
privileged to communicate personally with those we 
have found and for whom we are sacrificing. 

I hope and pray that we may find the deep and eter-
nal joy that comes from ministering through Family 
History. My experience is that there is very little in 
life that is more satisfying.  
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Research Helps by Lee Nishimo 

Seek Out the Original 

Research data comes to us in many different 
forms, printed records in books, notes for a rela-
tive, online abstracts of records, or a document 
transcription, etc. Remember, any time a record is 
transcribed there is the possibility of copy error. 

Years ago I received some family information from 
an aunt. This information stated that Jane Frazier’s 
husband was Joseph McCallister. When searching 
for Joseph McCallister (and I considered many 
spellings for that surname), I was not having any 
success. In one record I found the answer. In many 
records abbreviations are used for the given 
name. J os is used for Joseph, but J as is used for 
James. When written in records the “o” and “a” 
may be hard to distinguish and some may not be 
familiar with the abbreviation for James. In 
searching for James McCallister and Jane there 
was success. 

In another case a transcription of a court docu-
ment was obtained and many children were 
named, but when the original was viewed one line 
had been missed in the transcription. The two chil-
dren by his second wife were named in the miss-
ing line. This was the only documented proof of 
their parentage in this early 1800s period.  

Place names have been misinterpreted by tran-
scribers and lead to misdirection in research: 
Shaffer instead of Shuyler; Crown Point instead of 
Crumpond; Cock instead of Cork, etc. The more 
unfamiliar the name, the more likely it is to be 
misinterpreted. 

Whenever possible seek out the original record 
and carefully read each word, and difficult words, 
letter by letter. It is also wise to get a second set of 
eyes to view the original and get their interpreta-
tion. 

Incorrect information may lead to hours of fruit-
less research or incorrect connections. Seek the 
original.  Good Hunting. 

Teaching Family by David Adams 

A Challenge 

Several years ago, Amy Johnson Crow proposed a 
theme of “52 stories in 52 weeks”. Her proposition was 
that we could (and should) write a story about one of 
our ancestors each week for a year. Perhaps we could 
go further if we know something more about our an-
cestors. 

But we’re not limited to ancestors. Do your children 
know your story? Do they know your parent’s stories? 
How will your story be told if no one knows what it is? 
Do your children know how you met your spouse? 

So the challenge is to get started by writing one short 
story. Here’s how: 

 First, choose a person. It may be an ancestor 
(father, mother, grandparent, …), or a relative 
(aunt, uncle, cousin, child, …). It might be your next
-door neighbor or someone else. The point is to 
select one person that you know a little bit about. 

 Second, write one paragraph about this person. 
The subject matter may be short and humorous. 
Did this person marry and raise a family? Did this 
person serve in the military? Did this person have a 
“civilian” occupation? What is the most memorable 
thing about this person? 

 Third, write a paragraph about an incident in the 
life of this person. 

 Fourth, review the story for misspelled words and 
revise as necessary. 

 Fifth, share this story with at least one other per-
son (parent, child, grandchild, uncle, aunt, cousin, 
etc.). You may share it verbally, by letter, email, 
Skype, Facebook, or another method of your 
choice. 

Congratulations! You now have one family story in the 
tradition of 52 stories in 52 weeks. 

If your schedule and interests permit, feel free to bring 
the story to the Life Stories class. We’d love to hear it. 
The one-hour class meets Tuesdays at 1:00 pm at the 
FamilySearch Library at 9th and Clark St. 

NOTICE 

Scanning is now available! Come in to the FamilySearch Library and convert your VHS Tapes, 35mm Slides, 
Photographs, Audio Cassettes, Micro Audio Cassettes and old documents into digital memories. The conver-
sion process is free – just bring a “Thumb” or “Flash” drive to store your digital copies. While here in the Fami-
lySearch Library, ask the Consultants to help you attach the digital records to your FamilySearch ancestors. 

LVFSL Training—September Classes—The LVFSL class schedule will accompany emailed newsletters, can be ob-
tained at the LVFS Library or be downloaded from our website:  http://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org 

http://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org


Finding Family by Linda Coble  

The Case of the Curious Certificate 

Recently on my way to the library I stopped for 
breakfast.  While waiting for my order I checked my 
phone for messages. There was one from a Missouri 
Seelinger cousin asking for my help to identify a ship 
captain named R. A. Seelinger who had signed a ra-
ther colorful certificate.  My cousin had been shown 
this certificate by her co-worker who found it among 
her father’s possessions after his recent, unexpected 
death. When I arrived at the library I showed the 
photo to several people, including Connie Price, our 
newsletter editor.  Then I began searching. Who 
could R. A. Seelinger be? I went through our family 
tree looking for a Seelinger who would have those 
initials. When I found Robert Adam Seelinger, L26Y-
R46 on Family Search, I remembered reading about 
him. He was career Navy. 

Next I looked for an organization called Solemn Mys-
teries of the Ancient Order of the Deep and found 
there was a ceremony aboard ship for someone 
crossing the equator for the first time.  The certifi-
cate holder was Edward P. Stenger and the captain 
of the ship John Paul Jones was R. A. Seelinger.  The 
next search was for the ship and there were two by 
that name.  From the date on the certificate, it 
turned out to be the first one which left Newport on 
August 22, 1960 for South America. The certificate 
shows the ceremony on September 18, 1960 and 
gives the latitude and longitude, which turns out to 
be the equator, according to an item by National Ge-
ographic. 

What at first glance seemed that the certificate 
might be a joke, because of the colorful artwork and 
curious wording, now looked like it might be the real 
thing.  It turns out to be an unofficial certificate of 

the US Navy. When I got 
home, I continued search-
ing and found the obituary 
for Edward Paul Stenger on 
the Pitman Funeral Home 
site.  What a delightful 
man! “He made friends with people he just met, 
made everybody in a room laugh, hummed Johnny 
Cash almost all the time, made sure no one was 
down about anything, and came up with crazy things 
to build for his grandchildren.” 

Sometimes I feel like Sherlock Holmes, searching for 
clues.  I absolutely enjoy every opportunity to serve 
at the library and learn from my experiences of 
working with patrons, searches in my family tree, 
classes on various subjects, and interaction with the 
other staff members.  This search to verify an unusu-
al certificate just goes to show we can find additional 
information about our ancestors in the most unlikely 
of places. 

“To all Sailors wherever ye may be: and to all Mer-
maids, Whales, Sea Serpents.  Greetings. Edward P 
Stenger, having been found worthy to be numbered 
as one of our family Shellbacks, he has been duly 
initiated into the Solemn Mysteries of the Ancient 
Order of the Deep.”  Signed by Captain R. A. Seel-
inger 

Mark Your Calendars 
Sep 26, 2019 
6:30 p.m. Thur  

Ward Temple and Family History Consultant Training 
Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 

July 2020 
Provo, UT 

Conference on Family History & Genealogy 
BYU Conference Center    
https://familyhistory.ce.byu.edu/  

Feb 26—29, 2020 
Salt Lake City, UT 

RootsTech 2020 —Salt Palace Convention Center,  
http://rootstech.org 

May 20-23, 2020 
Salt Lake City, UT 

Echoes of Our Ancestors—Family History Conference 
https://2b2b1u1oad04904yo1jc1ri1-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com 
National Genealogical Society   http://agenealogy.org 

https://familyhistory.ce.byu.edu/
http://10times.com/saltlakecity-us/conferences
http://rootstech.org
https://2b2b1u1oad04904yo1jc1ri1-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/
http://ugagenealogy.org

