
 
 
 
 
 
 

Director’s Message by R. Wayne Stoker 

Where Are You Located, and Why Are You There? 

Since 1965 the Las Vegas FamilySearch Library has been 
located at 509 South Ninth Street.  It is one of the largest 
of only a few regional FamilySearch libraries in the LDS 
Church.  From time to time the question of relocating 
the library has come up, but always the answer has been 
the same.  This is where we need to be.   

Twenty two LDS Stakes participate in the library and 
provide the financial support to operate the library.  In 
2011 representatives of those stakes met in a series of 
meetings to determine if another site was more 
appropriate.  The group investigated several commercial 
sites and prepared layout drawings in support of those 
locations.  Other members of the group investigated 
existing church buildings in various locations in the valley 
that were not heavily utilized, and where we might share 
the building.  One proposal was to build onto, and 
expand, an existing stake family history center.  Inner 
city, beltway and suburban locations were all 
considered.  Ultimately the decision was made to remain 
in our present location, it being 1) the most centrally 
located and accessible to all of the participating stakes, 
2) the most cost effective, and 3) of historical 
importance. 

In making this decision the group also suggested 
necessary upgrades and proposed changes to improve 
the appearance and utility of the building, and to provide 
a safe and pleasant environment for the patrons using 
the facility.     

The FamilySearch Department of the Church participated 
in the above deliberations and supported the local stake 
leaders in their decision.  In doing so, the Salt Lake 
Department committed to a substantial investment in 
the library, which we are seeing unfold. 

Currently a fire warning and alarm system is being 
installed throughout the entire building.  A major 
upgrade of the exterior lighting has just been completed 
with new parking lot lighting, bright exterior lights 
shining down from the exterior and new bright 
landscape lighting at ground level.  Elsewhere in the 
newsletter you will see pictures of this activity. 

Early last year the Department installed fifty new 
computers at the location, and more recently, 
comfortable chairs at each workstation.  New classrooms  

 

and computer labs have been added.   In January of this 
year, the Department made a very substantial 
investment to install book scanning equipment as a new 
function of the library.  A contract has been let and at 
the end of this month new carpeting will be installed.  
Within the year we are expecting to make the entire 
upper level of the building handicapped accessible.  
Currently all patron functions are available to users on 
the lower level, which is handicapped accessible. 

Operating changes have also been made to make the 
library more useful to the patrons.  The operating hours 
have been extended by fifty percent with the addition of 
Monday, evening and Saturday hours.  All patrons in the 
area should now be able to find a convenient time to do 
their Family History work.  An extensive number of 
instructional courses are now offered to patrons each 
month, and the library staff has now reached one 
hundred in number, with ten to fifteen volunteers or 
Church Service Missionaries available each shift to assist 
patrons.  

We like where we are located.  We are at the heart of 
the rejuvenation effort in downtown Las Vegas.  Virtually 
all of the buildings to the west of the Library are now 
occupied by professional offices and new office buildings 
are being built.  Across the street is the Las Vegas 
Academy Campus, the most prestigious magnet high 
school in the public school system.  Hundreds of 
students are in the area each day, many of them 
attending seminary classes in our building.  Throughout 
the school year many evening performances are 
presented at the school.  To the east the city is currently 
reconstructing the street curbs and gutters and 
improving traffic flow.  It is exciting to see the changes as 
they happen. 

 To those that have not yet been here to utilize our 
services, we invite you to dip your toe into the water.  
We believe you will find it warm and comfortable.  We 
will be happy to see you, and you will find the help you 
need to move forward with your divinely appointed 
responsibility to participate in the Family History work. 
 

LVFSL Training 

Las Vegas FamilySearch Library March Classes 

https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Las_Vegas_Neva
da_FHC/Class_Schedule 

 

 

LVFSL 
Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 

        509 S 9th St Las Vegas   702.382.9695 

https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Las_Vegas_Nevada_FHC/Class_Schedule
https://familysearch.org/learn/wiki/en/Las_Vegas_Nevada_FHC/Class_Schedule


Mark Your Calendars 

 Life Stories – Exploring Life through Autobiography 
A four-week course in writing your life stories will be 

presented at the Las Vegas FamilySearch Library from 

10:30 to noon on March 8, 15, 22 & 29.  The class will 

be taught by Jean Norman and Heidi Petermeier of the 
University of Nevada, under the auspices of the 
Cooperative Education Division.  There is no cost for the 
class, but participants are expected to attend all four 
sessions.  Additional information is available at the 
FamilySearch Library.  There is a limit to the class size, so 
call and reserve your place early with Wayne Stoker at 
(702)382-9695 OR Jean Norman at (702)940-5423.  If 
successful, as we expect it to be, we will schedule 
additional sessions in the future. 
 

 rootstech 2013    21-23 Mar 2013 
http://rootstech.org/ 
 

 LV FamilySearch Library Closed   6 Apr 2013 
 

 BYU FH Conference       30 Jul-2 Aug 2013 
http://ce.byu.edu/cw/cwgen/ 
 

 LV FamilySearch Library Closed   4 Jul 2013 
 

 LV FamilySearch Library Closed   2 Sep 2013 
 

 Sandstone Stake Jamboree     28 Sep 2013 
 

Found at the Library by Vickie A. Bloxham 

Maps*Maps*Maps 
Sometimes a map can be an interesting, new light on a 
genealogical search.  Did you know the Las Vegas 
FamilySearch Library has a vast array of maps of all kinds in 
the OV Book Area?  There is a 10 pull-out drawer cabinet of 
treasures.  (Donated in memory of Leon Guy Atwood, Ruth 
LaVerne Jones Atwood, and Florence Cowan Stimson.)  
Oversized books bring forth much information to aid the 
serious researcher.  For example:  

1.  Historic Map of Scotland including pictures of 
Scotland Royal Arms (OV Map Case 941.1E7b1.) 

2. Cherokee Indian Records courtesy of J. Faye Blood 
(OV Book Area 970.3 c522bjf) 

3. Peoples of Africa (OV Map Case 960E7) 
4. 1858 Map of Plantations on the Mississippi River 

from Natchez to New Orleans (Map Case 64042 
M54646.) 

5. History of Allen County, Ohio containing a history 
of the county, its townships, towns, villages, 
schools, churches, industries, portraits of early 
settlers and prominent men, biographies (OV Book 
Area 977.141 H22jps) 

It’s fun to expand our knowledge in refreshing new ways.  
Check out a historical map today. 

Who’s Who at LVFSL by Gayle Radke 

This month’s spotlight 
is on Brother and Sister 
Ramage.  They are both 
retired and have lived 
in Las Vegas for 23 
years.  They have 2 
sons, 1 daughter and 12 
grandchildren.  Pam 

Ramage has served as a Family History Consultant in her 
ward, teaching classes and addressing ward members 
genealogy needs.  When FamilySearch was first 
introduced, Ken Ramage was a library group leader and 
taught classes to help others learn how to navigate it.  
When the need for full-time missionaries to help scan at 
our library was announced, it seemed like the perfect fit, 
and the Ramages volunteered.  They have been at the 
Las Vegas FamilySearch Library since January 1, 2013.  
Though that is not a long time, they have made an 
impact on our book scanning program and are now the 
morning coordinators for that program.  Most of these 
books are found only at our library, but will soon be 
accessible online for anyone to use through 
FamilySearch.org.  The Ramages are excited about and 
committed to participating in this program.  The Las 
Vegas book scanning program is scanning more books 
than any other test program to date, with over 100 
books scanned and audited in 2 months. They are 
hopeful that the work they do will make specific 
information more easily accessible to those searching for 
their ancestors and will provide blessings and direction 
to those who seek it out. 

Indexing Info by Tom Jackson  

I have been notified by FamilySearch that records 
from Italy are being released for indexing.  They are 
going to be sending me specific instructions for 
completing the work.  I will keep you all posted.  If 
anyone wants to contact me about indexing questions 
I am at the library five days a week and can be 
reached at edleemaye@gmail.com  

Helpful Websites from Sandy Jackson 

Pennsylvania, County Marriages, 1885-1950 
Description  
This collection includes civil marriage records created in 

Pennsylvania counties. The records include over 2 

million indexed records that contain: registers, affidavits 

and marriage licenses. In some instances, divorce records 

are recorded with marriages.     (Add Pennsylvania filter) 

https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/show#uri=http://w

ww.familysearch.org/searchapi/search/collection/1589502 

http://rootstech.org/
http://ce.byu.edu/cw/cwgen/
https://webmail.west.cox.net/do/mail/message/mailto?to=edleemaye%40gmail.com
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/show#uri=http://www.familysearch.org/searchapi/search/collection/1589502
https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/show#uri=http://www.familysearch.org/searchapi/search/collection/1589502


What’s New at LVFSL 

 

Upgrade of the exterior lighting with 
bright lights shining down from the 
building exterior 

 

 

New parking lot lighting  

 

 

Bright landscape lighting at ground 
level 

 

 

 

 

Adding fire warning and alarm system 
components throughout the building 

 

 

 

 

Bringing the building up to today’s 
building codes 

 

 

 

50 New computers with comfortable 
and adjustable chairs 

 

 

 

Computer Lab and classroom 

 

 

 

 

Scanners for library’s new book 
scanning function 

 


