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Director’s Message by Floyd Stevens 
 

These Are People 

I loved hearing Elder Nelson’s talk at the Priesthood session of 

General Conference.  In last October’s Conference, he spoke 

about two little girls, who had died shortly after he had per-

formed surgery on them.  This new talk was a follow - up talk, 

adding to what he said in October..  “Then one night last May, I 

was awakened by those two little girls from the other side of 

the veil.  Though I did not see or hear them with my physical 

senses, I felt their presence.  Spiritually, I felt their pleadings.  

Their message was brief and clear: ‘Brother Nelson, we are not 

sealed to anyone.  Can you help us?’”  If you haven’t read the 

talk, please read it.  He speaks about the process of getting the 

remaining family - consisting of the dad and a younger brother 

–ready to be sealed to their family.  Elder Nelson was able to 

seal Mom and Dad together, and then to seal all of the chil-

dren to their parents. 
 

We were married in the temple.  Our children were never 

sealed to us because they were born in the covenant.  We had 

the opportunity several times as our kids were being raised to 

go to the temple and see a family in the ward be sealed to-

gether.  After the mom and dad were sealed, the children were 

brought in as a group by a sweet lady dressed in white and 

they all knelt around the altar where they were sealed.  Often, 

Connie would lean over and express the wish that we could 

bring our kids in and have them sealed to us.  This is the only 

disadvantage of the “born in the covenant” concept..  We 

agreed it would be a beautiful thing to see our kids come into a 

room, dressed in white, and to have them sealed to us.  

I had an experience recently in the Library..  Elder Todd Larkin 

had showed me several months ago how to find additional 

children by doing descendancy and looking at record hints.  I 

have been able to find many cousins this way and to add them 

to the tree.  So recently I went on my tree and found an ances-

tor born in 1678.  I did a descendancy on the tree.  I found a 

great-great granddaughter who was married with one child on 

the tree.  I found a hint for an 1855 census from the state of 

New York.  The census showed the parents and the daughter—

and 6 other children.  I was able to add those six children, and 

reserve the ordinances for them and to print off the ordinance 

cards.  The Mom and Dad’s work was done, as was the work 

for the one daughter on the tree. 
 

As I stood holding the FOR card to take to the temple, I saw in 

my mind those six cards representing the ordinances needed 

to be completed, culminating in the sealing to their parents.  

But I saw more than that.  I imagined the mom and dad of 

these kids kneeling in a temple with their one daughter who 

was already sealed to them.  Then I saw the door open and a 

sweet lady, dressed in white, bring six additional kids into the 

room.  I saw the tears in the eyes of all present.  I saw hugs and 

heard the moans that often accompany true joy.  Then I saw 

the family kneel at the altar and be sealed for ever.  The sealer 

could barely speak through his tears.  He represented our Fa-

ther, who likewise may have shed a tear or two. 

These are names on a card.  But they are more than that.   

 

These are people. 
 

The work we are called to do as members of the Church with 

regards to our ancestors is a marvelous work.  The Prophet 

Joseph said:  The greatest responsibility in this world that God 

has laid upon us is to seek after our dead.”   (History of the 

Church 6:313) 
 

Have a great time fulfilling the greatest responsibility that God 

has laid upon you.  I can promise you that you will feel the joy 

of this work. 

Mark Your Calendars 
 

May  25, 2016   Wed    High Priest Group Leader Training     
        Las Vegas FamilySearch Library                     7:00 p.m. 
May   26, 2016   Thurs  Family History Consultant Training    

            Las Vegas FamilySearch Library                    6:30 p.m. 
May 27, 2016       Fri   Family History Consultant Training 

            Las Vegas FamilySearch Library                    10:00 a.m. 
   May 28-30 LVFSL Closed for Memorial Day  

Jul 26-29, 2016   Family History Conference        Provo, UT 
        http://familyhistory.ce.byu.edu/ 
Oct 28-29, 2016       familyroots Expo 2016        St. George, UT 

http://familyhistory.ce.byu.edu/


Genealogy Insights by Gail Gibbs  

I was looking at the death certificate of my grandfather's 
uncle, recently. I noted Brooklyn as the place of death and 
thought about my grandpa saying that he went to Brooklyn 
(after jumping ship in Nova Scotia) and looked up his uncle 
who provided him with work and a place to stay. They built 
roads through the tunnels. My grandmother also left Eng-
land and went to Brooklyn and worked in Aunt Rhoda's 
dress shop. I went to Google Earth and put in the address 
on the death certificate, 1199 Hancock Street and it 
brought up the attached photo. 

Yes, just like the row houses we see in New York on the tel-
evision. I have never been to New York, but I could picture 
my family there at that address, although the photo is now 
updated to 2014. I think that every family has an ancestral 
address. Many of our immigrants came to be with family 
who were already here. Those ancestral addresses provided 
the feeling of home; a place of comfort in a temporary situ-
ation until they could figure out what they were going to do 
with their lives. In my grandparents' case, they went to Al-
berta and applied for a homestead, the reward being free 
land. Apparently, Aunt Rhoda at some future time went to 
live in Alberta, too, as I just found her headstone in Calgary, 
Queen's Park Cemetery in Alberta, Canada. (Other cousins 
were there also.) Rhoda and her husband had no children 
but I know that she made the clothes that grandma's chil-
dren wore when they came to the United States from Cana-
da in 1923 and I have their passport photos which has al-
lowed me to see her sewing skills. Who were the first immi-
grants in your family? Do you have an ancestral address? 
This address would be important for other family members 
who followed. On a ship's passenger list you will find the 
address of where they were going or check out the address 
section on census records. Siblings and cousins all gathered 
to an ancestral address to be near family. Try looking at 
your tree by location. RootsMagic software can pull up lists 
and reports by locality. This may help you flesh out your 
story. 

Finding Familyby Linda Coble 

Some of you have 
the seen the large 
family tree my 
mother drew for 
her side of the 
family.  In Pulaski 
County, Kentucky 
a young couple 
recently  bought a 
house that had 
once belonged to 
my dad's cousin 
Armina and found 
this family tree in 
a closet.  She post-

ed it on the Facebook group page for Eastern Pulaski County 
Kentucky Families to see if anyone wanted it. Another woman 
requested it just a few minutes before I saw it, but she was 
gracious enough to ask that it be sent to me instead when she 
saw that my mother was the artist and nearly everything my 
mother drew was destroyed when her house burned.  What a 
find!  You can see my mother's name, Irene Seelinger McDan-
iel in one the photos. 

Helpful Websites from Sandy Jackson  

We are so blessed with the technology to have online 

webinars to watch on our time and BYU is just one of train-

ing sites available for our learning. http://sites.lib.byu.edu/

familyhistory/classes-and-webinars/online-webinars/ - 

webinar-handouts  

Indexing Info from Tom Jackson 

I feel the need to remark on the passing of one of our great 

workers; Donna Davis who has gone on to her eternal home.  

She was a wonderful woman who personified the tenets we all 

try to live by.  She is missed. 

Now for indexing.  Have you heard the latest?  For the first time 

in many years the arbitration batches waiting to be arbitrated 

has fallen below three million.  We shout out our thanks to all 

the arbitrators who have made this possible.  I especially enjoy 

the international flavor of indexing.  Records  over the world are 

being scanned and presented in batches to be indexed and then 

arbitrated. 

I recently had the privilege of working in the 1860 US Census 

taking care of some batches that were overlooked or kept being 

returned.  As always any batch is fun if you follow the directions.  

To follow them you must read them.  We are all trying to get 

back to our Heavenly Father and we would not dream of taking 

the journey without making sure we know the path we should 

be on.  Scriptures, conferences, ward meetings . . . all of this 

help us find the way.  The same is true of indexing.  We should 

never attempt to index without knowing how.  It is not enough 

to put names and numbers in if we do not do them in the right 

order at the right time.  So, I end this article with the admoni-

tion:  read the directions, follow the field helps.  They make it 

easy. 

I am so privileged to be a very small part of this great work as 

are each of you.  May the Lord bless and keep you as you go 

about doing His work. 
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