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Director’s Message by Floyd Stevens 
 

Do something worthwhile with your time 
I know this letter is circulated beyond the workers in our Li-
brary.  So I invite all readers to listen in as I talk to our workers.  
 

I know all of you have had wonderful experiences as you have 
worked in the Library.  Sister Connie Price from our staff had a 
wonderful experience recently.  I came in one afternoon and 
greeted our workers and patrons.  Sister Price was seated by a 
beautiful lady named Chloe.  Chloe is 85 and is soft spoken and 
kind—the picture of a perfect grandmother.  I approached 
them and asked if they were having a good day.  Chloe turned 
and smiled at me and told me she had a wonderful day at the 
library thanks to Sister Price.  She showed me a record of her 
parents and all their children.  Sister Price told me the follow-
ing:  “She was the only member of the Church.  She had done 
the work previously for a brother who had died in the Korean 
war, and for the two infants. One sister was missing from the 
Family Tree and we had to add her.  She kept saying ‘Where’s 
Helen?’  She had nursed her in her own home until she died 
about 10 years ago but hadn’t added her to the tree.  Inter-
estingly it was a sister Dorothy that prompted her to come to 
get help.  I thought we were done after we did Dorothy but 
happily she wanted to look further.  The youngest brother died 
this year, and here’s the thing that gives me goose bumps.  He 
died the exact same day as my Mother.  His ordinances will 
have to wait until next February because it hasn’t been a year.  
I was concerned that we would have to call the Church or make 
out the written request that is in the temple request area, but I 
was prompted to just try to reserve the ordinances.  When I 
looked, sure enough the reserve button was blue. The system 
recognized that she was a sibling, the closest living relative… we 
reserved three brothers and three sisters… it was truly a tender 
mercy and a spiritual experience for me.  I floated home instead 
of driving.  My eyes were too full of tears to drive.”  Chloe was 
happy beyond belief.  It was a joy to visit with her and to share 
in her excitement.   I told her that she was a beautiful woman.  
She smiled and was walking on a cloud as she walked out of the 

Library, headed for the temple to begin her work of redemp-
tion. 
 

Sister Price had a good day at the Library. She had made a 
difference. Not a difference in how a sweet woman felt for an 
hour or a day.  She made a difference in how a family will spend 
eternity.  Not a bad way to spend a few hours.  Sister Price has 
done this before.  She will do it again.  The same can be said for 
all our workers.  The really exciting part about working here is 
that we get the opportunity to make a difference in people’s 
lives that will last eternally. 
 

In her talk at the Women’s meeting of last Conference, Carol F. 
McConkie said that:  “family is the very heart of the work of 
salvation.  The divine plan of happiness enables family relation-
ships to be perpetuated beyond the grave.”  William James is 
quoted as saying:  “The great use of a life is to spend it for 
something that outlasts it.”  
 

What we do at the Library will outlast our own lives.  It is eter-
nal in nature.  Maybe you have opportunities as I have de-
scribed where you help someone and they thank you warmly in 
person.  Maybe you help someone find a name to take to the 
temple and they are excited but don’t stop to say “thank you.”  
Maybe you index and the beneficiary of your labors will be 
someone you likely will never meet.  Regardless of what work 
you do here in the Library, you are doing eternal work that will 
have eternal consequences for good.  You may not recognize or 
know the good that you do.  But the day will come – in this life 
or the next- when there will be proper acknowledgement of 
our worthwhile efforts in this life that so often go unnoticed.  I 
believe that all of us will be the receivers of much thanks for 
our efforts.  I also suspect we will be the givers of thanks for 
help we have received from others as we come to understand 
what actually happened on earth. 
Those readers of this letter who are not workers here who 
would like to experience the joy of this work, we would love to 
have you join us.  
 

Have a great year.  Do something worthwhile with your time. 

Mark Your Calendars 
 

Jan 22,2016       Fri   Family History Consultant Training 
            Las Vegas FamilySearch Library                    10:00 a.m. 

Jan  27,2016   Wed    High Priest Group Leader Training     
        Las Vegas FamilySearch Library                     7:00 p.m. 
Jan  28,2016   Thurs  Family History Consultant Training    

            Las Vegas FamilySearch Library                    6:30 p.m. 
Feb 3-6, 2016  Roots Tech 2016  
 http://www.rootstech.org/?lang=eng 

LVFSL Training Classes  
 

The January class schedule will accompany emailed newsletters, can 

be obtained at the LVFS Library or be downloaded from our website:     

www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org/#!training-scheduel/cezb 

http://www.rootstech.org/?lang=eng
http://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org/#!training-scheduel/cezb


Getting to Know You by Connie Price  
 

My name is Sally Stewart and I came to live in 
Las Vegas from Nov 1 to May 1.  Yes, I am a 
snow bird!  I recently served a full time two-
year mission in Salt Lake City, Utah at the 
Church Family History Library and I fell in love 
with the West.  In April, my dear friend, Vir-
ginia, invited me to live with her here during 
the winter.  I did not hesitate in saying yes!  

We visited the Las Vegas FamilySearch Library while I was here 
in April and Elder and Sister Stevens welcomed me and said 
they could use me during the winter months.  My home is Ver-
mont, where I was born and raised.  My ancestors moved from 
Connecticut in the late 1700s and settled in Burke, which is in 
the Northeast part of Vermont.  I have done a lot of research 
on my direct line and it has been fun. Because I am a convert, 
baptized in 1988 with my husband and 2 children, my family 
history journey has been almost a clean slate for establishing 
my family tree.  I have 3 children who are scattered through-
out the world (Switzerland, Oregon, and Hawaii.)  Unfortu-
nately, I have not been blessed with any grandchildren.  None 
of them are married.  My husband passed in 2004 and my chil-
dren are not presently active.  I feel it is my purpose in life to 
do the sacred work for my ancestors because I do not know 
anyone else that can do the temple work.  When I was in Salt 
Lake City, I was able to learn FamilySearch and I made every 
opportunity to go to the temple and the Family History Library.  
I feel very blessed to be in Las Vegas.  I love the majestic 
mountains and how they change daily.  I also like not thinking 
about the cold and snowy winter I would be facing if I were in 
Vermont! 

Helpful Websites from Sandy Jackson  

U.S., Social Security Applications and Claims Index, 1936-2007. 
Different than the Social Security Death Index (SSDI).   It in-
cludes information filed with the Social Security Administration 
through the application or claims process, including valuable 
details such as birth date, birth place, and parents’ names.  
http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?
dbid=60901&cj=1&netid=cj&o_xid=0000865524&o_lid=0000865524&o_sch=A
ffiliate+External  

Indexing Info from Tom Jackson 
 

So we have said goodbye to 2015 and we look forward to 

2016 with great joy and anticipation.  Where does the time 

go?  And yet, properly used, time is the most valuable com-

modity any of us has.   

Indexing goes well.  The push church-wide is still on foreign 

language indexing, especially Spanish.  Any of you who are 

interested should contact either myself or Brother Ascension 

as we are both giving classes.  Check the schedule for details.   

The work continues to roll forward.  More and more infor-

mation is becoming available as project after project is final-

ized and put online.  I get hints regularly from Ancestry and 

from MyHeritage.  Almost without exception the hints now 

focus on data that has not been available to us.  Just the other 

week a member of our ward who comes to the library regular-

ly was excited to tell me of the military records he has found 

on his ancestors in Maine.  The City Directories projects have 

yielded a wealth of information on our ancestors.  Each and 

every thing we do has repercussions.  What we do is so small 

and yet it will echo through the eternities.  This I know and 

testify to.   

Genealogy Insights by Gail Gibbs  
 

Have you ever found a rel-
ative living in a workhouse 
in one of the UK censuses? 
I have. I started wondering 
what that would be like. 
What was a day in the 
workhouse like? What kind 
of work did they do? What 
did they eat and wear? 

Time for some research...One workhouse was built for about 
every seven parishes to distribute the cost of caring for the poor 
over a larger group of parishioners. There were about 600 work-
houses built in various places in the United Kingdom. Times were 
tough with industrialization closing out the cottage businesses 
and men coming back from the Napoleonic wars and not finding 
promised work, and crop failure. Sometimes, the workhouse was 
the only alternative if you could not find work. When you arrived 
(after being officially approved) you had to get washed up and 
swap your own clothes for a rough and shapeless uniform. You 
would be separated from your spouse and any children older 
than 7. Those children older than seven were forced to live in 
the children’s section. By law the workhouse had to provide 3 
days of schooling, so most of them had a school room or build-
ing. Their food consisted of 
broth or bread and cheese for 
breakfast and supper or gruel, 
or soup made of water, onion 
and fat. Here's a recipe for one 
pint of gruel: 2 ounces oatmeal, 
½ ounce treacle (molasses), salt 
and sometimes allspice and water. They had a noon meal 3 times 
a week of meat and other days Pease porridge, hasty pudding or 
frumenty (boiled, cracked wheat with added milk, eggs or broth). 
They were given tea or a weak beer. Some workhouses had their 
own brewery. You were given boring work, such as picking oa-
kum (see photo) which was picking apart old rope using an iron 
nail or spike, hence the nickname for the workhouse was “the 
spike”. This oakum was sold to the shipbuilders who mixed it 
with tar to be used as caulking between the boards to make the 
ship tight. Other men's jobs were: grinding bones for fertilizer, 
grinding flour, chopping wood, or smashing stones to be used for 
repairing roads. The women worked in the kitchen and laundry. 
All but the aged and sickly had to work. The poor and unmarried 
would find shelter there to have their babies. Many babies were 
born there. It was also a roof over your head if you were old or 
sick. Lunatics were also found there. My grandmother's brother 
was one of them. He was 34 when he died and had been eleven 
years in the workhouse. So sad... 

http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=60901&cj=1&netid=cj&o_xid=0000865524&o_lid=0000865524&o_sch=Affiliate+External
http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=60901&cj=1&netid=cj&o_xid=0000865524&o_lid=0000865524&o_sch=Affiliate+External
http://search.ancestry.com/search/db.aspx?dbid=60901&cj=1&netid=cj&o_xid=0000865524&o_lid=0000865524&o_sch=Affiliate+External

