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Director’s Message by Floyd Stevens 
 

One at a Time     Years ago I heard in a meeting that there 
were x number of endowments done in the past 12 months 
in all the temples of the church and that there were xx num-
ber of people estimated to have lived on the earth since Ad-
am, and at that rate it would take thousands of years to fin-
ish the work.  I thought about that for a while and I decided 
that someday the Church would figure out a way for us to do 
the work for several people at a time.  It just made sense to 
me.  One day I was talking to my stake president, who I 
knew well enough that I felt comfortable offering this type 
of half serious suggestion.  He smiled and said “Oh, no, 
that’s not ever going to happen.  We will do the work, one 
by one, and it will get done.  Each ONE is important to our 
Heavenly Father.  Each one is his child.”  What a great truth!   

The other day, I had the great opportunity to be a very small 
part of a very happy occasion.  A sweet mother came in and 
wanted to prepare the paperwork so that her son, who had 
died a year ago, could have his work done.  It was a joy to 
see her reaction to the completion of her desire.  As she 
held the card in her hand, she wept.  “These are tears of 
joy,” she said.  I told her that among the things I had learned 
in life is the idea that happiness is often accompanied by 
laughter, but joy is always accompanied by tears.  We cried 
together.  That experience helped me to realize that the 
work of redemption for the dead is a work for real people.   

Every name on every card I have done at the temple is a real 
person.  Every name is a child of God.  And every name will 
be given the same attention in the temple as I received years 
ago when I went through the temple for the first time.  One 
by one the work will be accomplished. 

What a thrill it is to do descendancy research and find a fam-
ily on a census where only the dad was on the tree—to add 
a wife and several children and to do the work for them.  I 
always imagine I am the single man in the tree, and I think of 

the joy I feel as someone finds my wife and my kids and 
makes it so that we can be sealed and enjoy that eternal 
blessing.  It feels real to me as I personalize it.  And the feel-
ing I feel when I do that makes me know that it is very real.  I 
am not dealing in names.  I am dealing in people. 

I will always remember the birth of our first child.  I didn’t 
know I could love someone like I loved that little girl.  I liter-
ally felt a love that was beyond anything I had felt.  I came to 
learn that God was letting me know how much He loved her.  
God loves all his children, and His love is deeper than any-
thing we can imagine. 

Ezra Taft Benson wrote:  “We once knew well our Elder 
Brother and His and our Father in Heaven.  We rejoiced at 
the prospects of earth life that could make it possible for us 
to have a fullness of joy.  We could hardly wait to demon-
strate to our Father and our Brother, the Lord, how much we 
loved them and how we would be obedient to them in spite 
of the earthly opposition of the evil one.  Now we are here.  
Our memories are veiled.  We are showing God and our-
selves what we can do.  Nothing is going to startle us more 
when we pass through the veil to the other side than to real-
ize how well we know our Father and how familiar His face is 
to us.”  (Ensign, Dec 1988, Jesus Christ, Gifts and Expecta-
tions)  The work of finding and redeeming our dead is a mar-
velous work.  It is real.  It is personal.  It is accomplished one 
person at a time.  It is a work of love.  Enjoy! 

Mark Your Calendars 
 

Feb 3-6, 2016  Roots Tech 2016  
 http://www.rootstech.org/?lang=eng 
Feb  24, 2016   Wed    High Priest Group Leader Training     
        Las Vegas FamilySearch Library                     7:00 p.m. 
Feb  25, 2016   Thurs  Family History Consultant Training    

            Las Vegas FamilySearch Library                    6:30 p.m. 
Feb 26, 2016       Fri   Family History Consultant Training 

            Las Vegas FamilySearch Library                    10:00 a.m. 

Helpful Websites from Sandy Jackson  

GenSoftReviews98     http://www.gensoftreviews.com/ 
There is an independent and totally user oriented source for 
accurate reviews of genealogical software of all kinds at Gen-
SoftReviews.com.  The 7th annual Users Choice Awards have 
been announced at the GenSoftReviews website based on 
more than 900 reviews submitted by users during 2015.  This 
is a SUPER way to see what is available, vote for your favorite 
genealogy software and share your two cents worth!  

LVFSL Training Classes  
 

The February class schedule will accompany emailed newsletters, can 

be obtained at the LVFS Library or be downloaded from our website:     

www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org/#!training-scheduel/cezb 

http://www.rootstech.org/?lang=eng
http://www.gensoftreviews.com/
http://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org/#!training-scheduel/cezb


Getting to Know You by Connie Price  

Vickie and Ron Bloxham married 20 years ago and blended 
their families into one 
which now consists of 11 
children and 23 grandchil-
dren, with number 24 due 
in February, 2016. 
    Vickie was born in Sa-
lina, Utah, and has lived in 
California, Washington, 
Utah and Nevada.  She 
began doing family history 
at age 18 while living in 
South Pasadena, California.  Vickie was trained as a legal 
secretary and graduated from UNLV with a Bachelors de-
gree in History. Vickie loves to knit and has produced 
many items for family and friends. 
    Ron was born in the Las Vegas Hospital and grew up in 
Las Vegas.  He worked his way through UNLV by working at 
the Las Vegas Review Journal.  He worked his way through 
law school by working as a welfare hearing officer in Sacra-
mento, California.  Ron was a prosecutor in the Clark Coun-
ty District Attorneys office from 1976 to 2011. 
    Vickie and Ron have been serving concurrent church ser-
vice missions with the Las Vegas Family Search Library and 
the BYU Idaho Pathway Program.   They serve in the Las 
Vegas Family Search Library on Fridays and appreciate the 
training provided by great staff members and also enjoy the 
class designed to help write your own personal history. 

Indexing Info from Tom Jackson 

Indexing news.  It has been wonderful to see the progress of the 

indexing program over the last seven years.  When I started 

there were 25,000 indexers worldwide.  Now we are over 

300,000 volunteers with more signing on every day.  The num-

ber of records is truly staggering.  It took us seven years to do 

the first one billion records.  We are already past one third of 

the way to two billion in only two years.   

Truly the work moves on.  I hear story after story of how a new 

source, a new family member,  another link in the tree was 

found because of a new record that had not been available as 

little as six months ago is now available.  Truly we live in an ex-

citing time.  What really staggers the imagination is knowing 

there are an estimated 13 billion more records available for 

indexing.  Wow! 

I would like to share a short story with you all.  One Monday in 

January, I was part of the staff that was privileged to help a 

group of young single adults do some research at the library as 

part of their Home Evening.  What made it special to me was  a 

young man who asked for some help.  He told me he had been 

a member for two months and was the only member in his fam-

ily.  He wanted to do some work for his ancestors.  I will keep it 

short and just tell you that, as a result of our efforts, he walked 

out of the library with six, yes, six names and the information 

Genealogy Insights by Gail Gibbs  
 

Civil registration of births, marriages 
and deaths began in England and 
Wales in 1837. Much information is 
recorded on these certificates that 
can help you trace your family history. 
Starting with a person's birth, mar-
riage or death date and place which 
you can get from a census record, you 
can search the General Register Office 
(GRO) indexes. These indexes are 
available at www.findmypast.co.uk 
and www.ancestry.com. These civil 
registration indexes are filed by quarter (see photo). Marriage 
and death events were registered very soon after they oc-
curred, but for births, it is possible that a child could be born 
in one quarter and registered in the next because 40 days 
were allowed to get the birth recorded. Once you find the 
registration district, volume and page number, you can go 
to: www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/ to order a certificate with 
your credit card. It takes a few weeks to arrive in the mail. I 
found a birth and death record for a baby I thought was my 
grandmother's younger brother. He fit in the time frame and 
place perfectly and I even added him into their family on 
FamilySearch and then sent off for the birth certificate which 
cost 9.25 pounds (about $13). I got the certificate the other 
day and guess what? He is not my grandmother's brother. His 
parent's were Joseph Haslett and Jane Ellen Haslett formerly 
Christmas, not Henry Haslett and Harriet Elizabeth Haslett 
formerly Craigie. Well, I took him out of our family and creat-
ed his family. So what do you do with such a certificate? 
There are sites where “unwanted” certificates are listed and 
available for the cost of postage. It is a good idea to check 
these sites first to see if someone has already paid for a cer-
tificate you are interested in. Until next time.  

he needed.  He was on cloud nine.  The smile on his face said it 

all.  There was a light in his eyes and he is now committed to 

this great work.  I also helped a young lady whose branch of the 

tree showed her grandparents married at least six times.  She 

wanted to fix it.  In short order we determined which date and 

place were right and then removed the superfluous data.  She 

had a big smile on her face. 

I love this work.  It has made me happier than anything I have 

ever done and that is saying quite a lot. 

Love you all.  Bless you all.  Never get discouraged.  Never quit. 

And remember:  everything will be all right in the end.  If it’s not 

all right it is not the end.  I want to once again extend my thanks 

to all the directors it has been my privilege to work for; to my 

wife who sustains me; to Linda Isom who constantly amazes me 

and who I am looking forward to working with for a few more 

years.  To all of you I offer my love and deep affection.  May this 

be the best year of your life. 

http://www.findmypast.co.uk/
http://www.ancestry.com/
http://www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/

