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Director’s Message by Floyd Stevens 
 

Who Loves You?     Papa does. 

When my grandkids started coming along, I started a little game 

with them.  I would ask them:  “Who loves you?”  It didn’t take 

long for them to learn that the answer I wanted was “Papa does.” 

So I could ask any grandchild that had learned to speak, “Who 

loves you?”  and they would smile and say “papa does!”  Then I 

would say, “That’s right.”  Eventually some of them would want to 

get to me.  When I asked them, “Who loves you?”  They would say 

“My mommy loves me.”  “I know she does,” I would say.  “Who 

else loves you?”  “My daddy does.”  Who else loves you?”  And 

they would go through the family and the neighbors and the mail-

man.  I would keep asking and finally their eyes would sparkle and 

they would say, “papa does.”  I hope at my funeral to have some-

one ask the grandkids from the pulpit, “Who loves you?” and to 

have a chorus of grandkids say, “Papa does!!!” 

Our oldest grandchild is serving a mission.  Her emails to her par-

ents were always optimistic and happy, and spoke of miracles that 

were happening in her life.  One week, her email was very differ-

ent.  It was short and very discouraging.  It ended with.  “I can’t do 

it all, people.”  I wrote her back.  Amber Lee, who loves you?  Pa-

pa does!  I reminded her of that.  I told her that a papa’s love is 

deep and eternal.  Then I told her that her Heavenly Father’s love 

was even deeper than her papa’s.  I suggested that she kneel in 

prayer and ask her Heavenly father if He loved her.  I promised 

she would know he did.  She answered me back in these words.  

“Thanks papa.  And YOU love me.  I was actually thinking about 

that yesterday during church.  I was feeling depressed and 

thought ‘Who even loves me?’  And then I thought… Who loves 

me?  Papa loves me.  I love you too, Papa.”  I was happy that the 

idea the was planted in my heart so many years ago, came to 

have a purpose many years down the road. 

Everybody has four grandparents. Three of mine had died before I 

was born.  So I only knew one here on this earth.  He is special to 

me.  My oldest son bears his name.  Becoming a grandpa is how I 

really knew how a grandpa feels about his grandkids.  As I have 

spent time in the Library looking at my family tree I have come to 

feel closer to my grandmas and grandpa I never knew.  When my 

dad died, he had six grandkids, the oldest of which was 3.  Today 

he has 32.  Several years ago, my siblings and many of their kids 

were gathered together.  My little sister came up to me and 

said—wouldn’t dad love to be here?  I looked around at Dad’s kids 

and his grandkids and I imagined him in the room, smiling and 

meeting them.  I smiled and said, “Oh yes, he would love to be 

here.”I know my grandpa Lon Matthews loved to be with his 

grandkids.  I felt that from him, and I truly love him.  I very much 

look forward to meeting my other grandparents:  Rozzena How-

ard, John Floyd Stevens, and Pearl Bemis.  I am sure they will love 

meeting me almost as much as I want to meet them. They might 

even say, “Who loves you, Floyd.”  And tears will stream down my 

face as I say “Papa (Grandma) does!!” 

I love the Hymn “Oh, What Songs of the Heart” (Hymn 286) Verse 

2 says: 

Tho our rapture and bliss There’s no song can express, We will 

shout, we will sing o’er and o’er 

As we greet with a kiss and with joy we caress all our loved ones 

that passed on before. 

Then remembering my words to Amber about how grandpa’s love 

is not as good as Heavenly Father’s love, verse 4 goes: 

Oh what songs we’ll employ, Oh what welcome we’ll hear!  

While our transports of love are complete 

As the heart swells with joy in embraces most dear, when our 

Heavenly parents we meet! 

Oh how beautiful the message of the restored gospel!!  We can 

be together.  Charity—the pure love of Christ—never faileth.  It 

goes on forever.  How great is it to be anxiously engaged in this 

work that will enable our ancestors to enjoy these same blessings. 
Who loves you?  Papa does.  And his papa.  And his papa.  And on 

and on.  Including the Papa of us all, our Heavenly Father.  

Mark Your Calendars 
 

Apr 22, 2016       Fri   Family History Consultant Training 
            Las Vegas FamilySearch Library                    10:00 a.m. 

Apr  27, 2016   Wed    High Priest Group Leader Training     
        Las Vegas FamilySearch Library                     7:00 p.m. 
Apr  28, 2016   Thurs  Family History Consultant Training    

            Las Vegas FamilySearch Library                    6:30 p.m. 
Jul 26-29, 2016   Family History Conference        Provo, UT 
        http://familyhistory.ce.byu.edu/ 
Oct 28-29, 2016       familyroots Expo 2016        St. George, UT 
        Dixie College Convention Center  Hosted by FamilySearch 

http://familyhistory.ce.byu.edu/


Indexing Info from Tom Jackson 

It has been wonderful being able to share thoughts with every-

one for the past few years.  In looking over past articles I have 

noticed a trend in my thought process.  I always try to include 

something encouraging about indexing and I like to reflect a bit 

on our missions and our leaders.  I am going to do both once 

again. 

The indexing part is easy.  I want to share an effort I made to 

arbitrate some Tennessee Birth Records for the past few days.  

Although the instructions are very plain including directing the 

indexers to index both sides of the page I have had to return 

nine out of every ten batches to be re-indexed because the first 

page was not indexed.  It is true the first page is a blank page 

with no form while the second is clearly a form but; the direc-

tions are very clear even to the point of stating:  “Index the first 

page too.”     Please, please, please READ THE FIELD HELPS! 

Enough of that.  Now for the second part.  I am deeply sad-

dened by the knowledge that we are losing our directors who 

have served faithfully and so well.  A higher calling has come to 

them.  I would like them to know they will be sorely missed.  I 

know the Lord has a great purpose for them and they will fulfill 

it honorably.  I also know the new directors will be magnificent 

and that I will support them as well.  To our beloved directors, 

on behalf of all the staff  I say:  We love you, we cherish you and 

we wish you the best.   

Genealogy Insights by Gail Gibbs  
 

Recently I started looking at my mother's Jordan line. My 
mom's cousin, Doreen and Mom had been corresponding 
about this line for years using blue air letters. We visited 
Doreen in 1998 in her home town of Leicester, Leicestershire, 
England and got to stay with her for a few days. Doreen 
passed away last April and I was able to connect with some 
Jordan cousins who did the funeral for her.  From her funeral 
tribute, I learned that she never married and had been a 
school teacher and had retired at age 53 to care for a family 
friend who lived with her family.  She volunteered at a family 
history society in Leicester and wrote an extensive family 
history on both her mother's Bennett and 
father's Jordan lines.  One day while working 
at the family history facility, a woman came 
in inquiring about a Rosannah Marieseux. 
Doreen said “Oh, you mean the French 
grandma”. They were both working on this 
same woman! Through this patron of hers, I 
learned that a gravestone in a Leicester 
cemetery had fallen on its face and eventu-
ally, a crane of some type was used to lift it 
up and it turned out to be Rosannah's tomb-
stone. There were 5 women interred there. Rosannah and 
her 3 daughters and a granddaughter: Josephine Rouse, 77, 
Natalie Jordan, 74, Selina Russell 73, and Emily Whitehouse 
83. The inscription read: “I wore my strength away; it made 
me long for endless rest, which never can decay. The loving 
mother and the friend sincere, the tender mother now lies 
buried here; the path of industry she always trod, an honest 
woman is the noblest work of God.” This was an exciting find 
for me! It was listed on Ancestry in 2007, the year my mother 
died. Mom would have been so happy to learn about Rosan-
nah since Mom even took French to try to learn more about 
the Marieseux line. Have you had any exciting finds lately? 

Getting  to Know You 

Shannon Larsen was born and raised in 

Southeastern Idaho, and has lived in Las 

Vegas for the past 25 years with 

her husband and two children.  She 

is currently a member of the Summerlin 

Ward in the Red Rock Stake.  She became 

interested in Family History work about 7 

years ago when a dear sister in her ward, 

Ellie Johnson, was kind enough to intro-

duce aspects of genealogy.  She is con-

vinced that she was a detective in a previous life!  She has had 

the opportunity to teach family history classes  in her ward and 

stake.  The blessings have poured into her family from doing this 

work.  When her son was 12, she began giving him names to take 

to the temple for baptisms for the dead.  She'll never forget 

when she called him on a Saturday during his first year of college 

at BYU and asked him what he had done that day.  Imagine her 

surprise when he said he had been the temple that morning do-

ing baptisms for the dead, and that he wanted to start going eve-

ry week and did I have any names for him.  She knew Heavenly 

Father was blessing her family and her efforts in doing genealo-

gy.  Her daughter, who is a senior in high school, is following in 

her brother's footsteps.  Her son, who is due home from his mis-

sion to Mexico in August, recently shared his testimony of the 

importance of Temple work and told her to get ready to train him 

in FamilySearch when he gets home.  She can hardly wait!  

LVFSL Training Classes  
 

The April class schedule will accompany emailed newsletters, can be 

obtained at the LVFS Library, or be downloaded from our website:     

www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org/#!training-scheduel/cezb 

Helpful Websites from Sandy Jackson  

Cincinnati Birth and Death Records 1865-1912 

drc.libraries.uc.edu/handle/2374.UC/2032 

This is a collection of over 528,000 records. The original offi-

cial records are owned by the City of Cincinnati and housed 

in the Archives and Rare Books Library, University of Cincin-

nati Libraries, University of Cincinnati. The records, con-

sisting of index cards, were created by the Cincinnati Health 

Department several decades ago and are considered the 

official and legal records of births and deaths for this time 

period. 

http://www.lvfamilysearchlibrary.org/#!training-scheduel/cezb
http://drc.libraries.uc.edu/handle/2374.UC/2032

