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          509 S 9th St Las Vegas   702.382.9695 

                  Hours:  9 – 5 M, F     9 – 9 T, W, Th    9—3 Sa      

 

Directors’ Message by  Castle and Lee Nishimoto 
 

This past month marked the passing of Elder Nishimoto’s 
father, Arthur, of whom you had read in previous issues of 
the Newsletter.  We cannot begin to express our gratitude 
for the kindness and support rendered by the Library staff 
as well as several genealogical organizations here in Las 
Vegas. Little did we know in just over a month of placing 
the last article of his World War II experiences in the News-
letter that he would no longer be able to tell us his stories.  
We were indeed fortunate in learning of his war related 
experiences.  May we encourage you to learn of your par-
ents and grandparents while they are living. Or if not living, 
then through a sibling yet alive who could relate some of 
those stories. When we asked one of our sons what item 
he would like to have to remember Grandpa, he replied, 
“None as I have all I need:  The legacy Grandpa left our 
family of duty to God, country, and family.”  
 

We express appreciation to Karrl Saxon who left us this 
past month. Thank you, Karrl, for your service to the Li-
brary. We are always looking for those who would like to 
serve at the Library. Membership in the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints is not a prerequisite. Of the cur-
rent 92 workers, five are non-members of the church. The 
key to serving here is the desire to do so. We have stream-
lined our staff training to quickly train new workers in the 
skills needed to assist patrons. Of particular need, howev-
er, are persons to work in our scanning section. We have 
scanned close to 600,000 pages since April 1, 2016. The 
only limitation to our scanning efforts is the lack of workers 
to keep up with the technology we have.  If you have an 
interest in learning more about family history to help oth-
ers, please contact the Library at 702-382-9695. 
 

There will be two new features in our monthly newsletters 
beginning this month:  Historical articles concerning our 
Library, and research helps/hints. We hope these two will 
provide insights for and assist you in your family history 
efforts.  
 

 

 

 

 

Library Historical Moments by  Wayne Stoker, Historian 
 

Our Lovely Building 
 

The Las Vegas Fami-
lySearch Library Build-
ing was originally built 
in 1932, to house the 
Las Vegas First 
Ward.  Although it is 
currently the oldest 
building still operated 
by the LDS Church in Nevada, it was the replacement build-
ing for the First Ward when the congregation outgrew their 
original building, located on the corner of Sixth and Carson 
Street.  Members of the Ward were very concerned when 
the Clark and Ninth location was first proposed, because it 
was so far out of town.  “No one will walk through six inch-
es of dust in the summer and six inches of mud in the win-
ter”, the members reasoned; and some of the congregation 
proposed that a group of the more “sensible” members 
travel to Salt Lake to persuade the Church to select a more 
suitable site.  
 

The Ward began meeting in the new building in June 1932, 
when it was sufficiently compete to protect members from 
the elements.  It was completed in October of that 
year.  For the first three years the congregation used fold-
ing chairs in the chapel because of strained financial condi-
tions.  In November 1935, enough funds had been raised to 
install permanent seating and lighting fixtures.  The build-
ing was dedicated when fully paid a month later, by Rudger 
Clawson, then President of the Quorum of the Twelve 
Apostles.  The 
building was last 
used as a regular 
meeting house in 
the late 1980s.  It 
became home to 
the Las Vegas 
FamilySearch li-
brary in 1989. 

Mark Your Calendars Connie Price, Editor   

 

  connieprice702@gmail.com 
February 8-10, 2017 RootsTech 20167 Salt Palace Convention Cntr, Salt Lake City, UT 

http://10times.com/rootstech 

February 22, 2017 
7:00 p.m. Wed  

High Priest Group Leader Training 
Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 

February  23, 2017 
6:30 p.m. Thurs  

Family History Consultant Training 
Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 

February  24, 2017 
10:00 a.m. Fri 

Family History Consultant Training 
Las Vegas FamilySearch Library 

February 2017 

http://10times.com/saltlakecity-us/conferences
http://10times.com/rootstech


Research Helps by Lee Nishimoto 

The FamilySearch Catalog found at FamilySearch.org under 
the Search tab is a little used treasure.  You see, the more 
than 3.5 billion document images and hundreds of thousand 
book pages are being digitized and being made available 
online and listed in this catalog. 
 

How do you find what has been digitized?  Some that have 
been indexed by volunteers can be found in the Historical 
Records Collection and are searchable.  Other records may 
also be listed in the Historical Records Collection as “Browse 
Images”.  This means the digital images for a set of records 
are available to view but have not yet been indexed. 
 

The Catalog in FamilySearch is much more than just what is 
in the main Family History Library, but is a compiled listing 
of materials from all FamilySearch Libraries and selected 
Family History Center holdings.  

Any of the “Search by” categories can be used.  The most commonly used is “Place”.    Here is the secret, in the “Search 
these family history centers” rather than selecting a center, “Online” was selected.  This means list only those materials for 
the selected place that are digitized and can be viewed online.  If a set of records are all digitized and indexed you should see 
what looks like a magnifying glass, and this material is in a searchable collection.  If you see only an image like a cam-
era that roll of film is digitized, but not yet indexed.  If you see only what looks like a roll of film , this material 
has not yet been digitized.  (If your film is not digitized, check back in a month or two, thousands of images are being dig-
itized every day.) 
If the digitized material is a book, sometimes access is denied or restricted.  The FamilySearch Library may be able to open 
many of these restricted books.  The digitizing goal is to have all the film collection digital within the next three years.  With 
the help of thousands of volunteers, the digitized material can be indexed and made more accessible to all those searching 
for family.  This Catalog will be the heart of locating and using the digital records from all over the world.  

Helpful Websites by Sandy Jackson 
 

A new addition to the Search Records option on a PERSON’s 
page in FamilySearch Family Tree—Ancestry library edition.   
 

Ancestry library edition is 
only seen at an authorized 
FamilySearch Library, such 
as our library in Las Vegas.  
A search from this link will 
take the patron to Ancestry 
Institutional website with 
the information populated 
and historical documents 
that the search engine sees 
pertinent.  Using the first 
ancestry link, patrons must 
login with their credentials to see the full search results. 

Finding Family by Linda Coble  
 

Unusual Afflictions in your Pedigree 
  

“If there is a family history of unusual afflictions--even seemingly 
benign ones…..you would do well to begin investigating.  Tracing 
Your Health History:  It’s In Your Genes by Donna Przecha.  
www.genealogy.com. 
  

At the 2014 BYU Conference on Family History and Genealogy I 
unexpectedly met up with a distant relative.  We are connected 
through the Langford family of Kentucky.  Occasionally I send her a 
genealogy item I think will be of interest to her.  Recently I sent one 
from the Ancestral Findings website entitled The Genealogy of Blue 
People, published 18 
January 2017. The next 
day she responded with 
this message:  “No kid-
ding!  I checked my 
database and found 
two Kentucky Fu-
gates!  Neither are di-
rect ancestors, so I 
don’t expect to turn 
blue anytime soon, but 
you never know about 
these things!”  
  

"While the goal of the genealogist has traditionally been to identify 
and link together past generations of ancestors into pedigrees, the 
goal of today’s family historian is to do that as well as to under-
stand something of the lives and times of specific persons, couples, 
or families over one or more generations.” The Researcher’s Guide 
to American Genealogy by Val D. Greenwood.  Family Histo-
ry:  Going Beyond Genealogy, Chapter 10, Page 165. 
  

 It’s time to start our health history search engines! 

http://www.genealogy.com/

